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Synopsis

Last week’s Torah (i.e., Vayishlach) recounted laeob had wrestled with a mysterious Angel
before returning to the Promised Land to be rededavith his brother Esau. No longer named
Ya'akov(“heel holder” [of Esau]), buYisrael (“prince of God”), a transformed Jacob finally
returned to Hebron to see his father Isaac, n@drlyears after he had left home. However, on the
way back home his beloved wife Rachel died whilengj birth to his twelfth son Benjamin.

This week’s portion begins with Jacob living baakhe land promised to Abraham and Isaac
with his 12 sons, but the narrative quickly turmgécob’s favorite son Joseph, who was
seventeen years old at the time. The Torah staésacob loved Joseph more than all his other
sons since he was “the son of his old age,” anddsethe firstborn son of his beloved wife
Rachel. Indeed, Jacob made him an ornamentedtumdicate his special status in the family.

As the favored son, Joseph’s job was to overseadtingties of Jacob’s concubines sons (Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher) and to bring “reportsdatttheir activities back to Jacob. However,
this role as the overseer and “favored son” wasraoh for the other brothers, and they became
jealous of him and hated him. To make matters wasgeph related two dreams to his brothers
that foretold that he was destined to rule ovemthi@creasing their envy and hatred of him (the
implication of the dreams was that all of Jacolhily would become subservient to him).
Jacob rebuked Joseph for arousing his brothersedhabut he inwardly took note and waited for
the fulfillment of the dreams.

One day, the brothers led their herds to pastudet@ar Shechem, the place where Simon and
Levi, the two hotheaded sons of Leah, had eariildkall the town’s inhabitants on account of
the violation of their sister Dinah. Jacob was appty still concerned about the reputation he
had in the area and sent Joseph to check up anntbiare. Joseph, however, learned that his
brothers had left for Dothan, and followed thenré¢he

Upon arriving in Dothan, the brothers “saw Josepimfafar” and immediately conspired to Kill
him. However, Reuben (the disgraced firstborn so@jl to circumvent their plan by suggesting
that they merely throw him into a pit to “shake hima bit” (secretly planning to come back
later to rescue him). When Joseph finally arrivtedy stripped him of his ornamented tunic and
(as Reuben suggested) threw him into a nearb¥ ipén they sat down to eat.
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Soon the brothers noticed some Midianites drivigiavan bearing spices to Egypt, and Judah
suggested it would be better to sell Joseph asva $b them. The brothers agreed this new plan,
sold Joseph for 20 pieces of silver, and watchetbasph was bound and taken away to Egypt.

Reuben, who apparently was away while all this lkapd, returned to find Joseph gone and tore his
clothes in horror and dismay. The brothers thegestaloseph’s death by dipping his special tunic
into goat’s blood and bringing it to their fathesho (mistakenly) inferred that his son had beeledil
by a wild animal. Jacob then mourned Joseph foryndays. But meanwhile the Midianites had sold
Joseph to an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh name@PRattj the captain of the guard.

The story of Joseph is then “interrupted” to rekatencident in the life of Judah, who had separate
from his brothers, married a Canaanite woman nasined, and had three children: Er, Onan and
Shelah. When his eldest son Er came of age, Judatech him to a Canaanite woman named
Tamar. However, Er was wicked in the eyes of th&DCand died childless. Judah then promised
her his second son Onan (according to the custdevishte marriage, that is, the brother of a man
who dies childless is obligated to give a childhi® brother’s widow, to be raised in his brother’'s
name with his brother’s inheritance of land). Osamed by “spilling his seed” in order to avoid
the obligation, and the LORD slew him for this. tAis point, Judah was reluctant to give his third
son to marry Tamar, but (misleadingly) told hemimuld do so as soon as Shelah came of age.

After realizing that Judah was not going to fulfils promise to give his son Shelah in marriage to
her, Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute addcgel Judah himself. When Judah later heard
that his daughter-in-law had become pregnant, hedctor her to be burned at the stake, but when
Tamar produced his pledge of payment to her for'$ewices,” he publicly confessed that he was
the father. Tamar then gave birth to twin sonsalieand Perez, the latter being a direct ancestor of
King David (and through him, Yeshua the Messiah).

After this unseemly account of Judah and Tamarptrgon resumes the saga of Joseph. Despite
the injustice and treachery done to him, the LORA3 ¥with Joseph” and blessed everything he
did. In fact, soon he was promoted to be the hé&btphar’'s entire household affairs.

The Torah describes Joseph as a handsome man@n@atiphar’s wife began soliciting him to
have an affair with her. Joseph steadfastly refimedepeated advances, but one day she threw
herself upon him when no one was in the house. Wheaph tried to flee from her grasp, she
caught him by the garment and pulled it off of Hiafore he ran away. Humiliated and defeated,
she then decided to slander Joseph and falselgeddum of attempted rape to her husband.

Potiphar was understandably outraged (at his wde@d)threw young Joseph into the royal
dungeon, but again God showed him favor there andcimediately gained the trust and
admiration of his jailers, who appointed him toasifion of authority in the prison administration.

The portion ends with two prophetic episodes irepbs life that eventually would bring him to

the attention of Pharaoh himself. While in prisdoseph met Pharaoh’s wine steward and chief
baker, both incarcerated for offending their kiagqording to Rashi, a fly was found in the goblet
prepared by the butler, and a pebble in the bakerisection). Both men had disturbing dreams
which Joseph correctly interpreted; in three dagstold them, the wine steward would be released
but the baker would be hanged. Joseph then askealitie steward to advocate for his release with
Pharaoh. Joseph’s predictions were fulfilled, batwine steward forgot all about Joseph...
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Parashah Questions s 8
.lII 'I.
1. What doesayesheyaw) mean? (Gen. 37:1) ﬂ_.—‘]"tﬂ
' b4 4

2. Why did Jacob dwell in Hebron in Canaén?
3.  What do the sages say about Jacob’s desiretibe"sin the land?

4. Why does the Torah say, “These are the genasatibJacob,” and then go on to
discuss Joseph? (37:2)

5.  What was Joseph’s job in the famify?

6. How old was Joseph when he went out to chedki®brothers?

7. How does the Torah describe Joseph’s reporisdifothers to his father?
8.  Why did Jacob love Joseph more than his othes%37:3}

9. What special present did Jacob give Josephway@®

10. Why did the brothers hate Joseph? (37-4)

10

The wordvayeshewneans “and he settled,” from the verty, “to dwell.”

Earlier we read that Jacob went to Hebron and Bt to the land of Seir (35:27). Here the Taegteats that
Jacob settled in the land of Canaan where hisiféitresl (i.e., Hebron), to allude to the fact thgdac protected
Jacob and his family from Esau.

They say that Jacob encountered great testiraubedce was willing to “settle” in the land rattiean to see
himself as a “stranger” and temporary visitor (&sAbraham and Isaac).

This alludes to the fact that Joseph was to farded as the first born son of Jacob (rather Reuben). Also
this alludes to the fact that it was Joseph who neaponsible for the most important episode of Badife,
namely his emigration to Egypt.

He was in charge of the sons of the two concubi{Béhah and Zilpah), namely Dan, Naphtali, Gauatj &sher.
Joseph was 17 years old.

Joseph’s report is called a “bad report{ 112%7), which has overtones t#shon haradefamation, etc.
According to midrash, Joseph told Jacob that tins 86 Leah were eating unclean meat and flirtintdp whe
local girls, and moreover that they were mockirgghns of the concubines as “sons of slaves,” thargh
Jacob had given both women their freedom befonmégied them....

“Because he was the son of his old agei1(2"3p1712 *3). Jacob also undoubtedly loved Joseph because he
was the firstborn son (bechor) of his beloved Rfechel. Joseph was also said to be highly inteltigad a
Torah scholar who studied directly from his gratigéa |Isaac from the time he was a very young childr this
reason Joseph is calleén zekunimthe son of a “Torah sage,” even though Benjamds the youngest son.
Jacob gave Joseph an ornamented tkeim(et passinn oD n;ﬁ;), to indicate his special status in the family.
this long colorful coat was made of silk and wowéth beautiful patterns and figures.

When they understood that Jacob loved Joseph tinanehis other sons, the brothers became jealmlibaed
him out of envy. The sages also say that by desgiim as a “lad,” the Torah implies that Jose@s\a bit
vain about his appearance and perhaps a bit atrogan
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11. List some ways that Joseph resembled his fadwab™*

12. What was the dream Joseph shared with hisdnggtand how
did they react to it? (37:5-8j

13. How many dreams did Joseph share with his ereth(37:8}°

14. What other dream did Joseph share with higbrst and what
was the reaction of the father? (37:9-11)

15. Were the brothers justified in hating Josepph?

16. What does it mean that his father “kept thetenan hand”? (37:113°
17. Why does the Torah say the brothers were jeabdoseph? (37:11)
18. Where was Shechem located? (37'12)

19. What were Joseph’s brothers doing in Shechém?

11 Both had a mother who was initially barren arehthad two sons. Both were considered the firstbbtheir

mothers (Jacob was regarded as such by Rebekahtfeobeginning). The mothers of both had troubled
pregnancies and childbirths. Both had brothers dted them and wanted to kill them. Both lived xileefrom
their homeland. Both had a special love for Rackatpb’s chosen bride... For these reasons Jaeeth md
identified with his son Joseph.

12 The brothers’ bundles of wheat bowed down tcbhisdle of wheat. His brothers (prophetically) ipreted the
dream that Joseph would reign and rule over themd-they hated him even more for the dream. Nate th
midrash says that Joseph interpreted the dreanedam thhat the time would come when the brothers dvbale
to come to him for food. Note also that the whidei (behold!) is mentioned three times in 37:7, alhgdio the
three times when the brothers would later comegypEand stand before Joseph.

We are not sure, though the text says, “theychaite all the more for his dreams” (plural). Thigglies that
before Joseph shared the dream about the sheahes! Ishared some other dreams with his brothers...

The sun (Jacob), the moon (Rachel = “your motbeBilhah, who raised Joseph as her own son tifeedeath
of Rachel), and the eleven stars (the other brsthircluding Benjamin — all bowed down to him. Jacob then
scolded Joseph for sharing the dream, though hghptizally interpreted his son’s coming rule in Bgyrhe
brothers, on the other hand, were made furiouseaad more jealous.

This is a discussion question.

The Hebrew texto271"nX 7nW 12R) can mean 1) that Jacob believed that Josephésrdrevould come true,
or 2) that God the Father guarded the promise tegéa the dream to his son.

The brothers realized that the dreams were ptapaed that divine providence was at work. Thetleos also
understood that Jacob believed the dream that Bagepld “rule over his brothers,” even if there veéasne
guestion as to whether Jacob believed that Josepldwule over him, and this caused them to bejeal

Shechem is located about 35 miles north of JEsand first appears in Gen. 12:6-8 regarding'gheat tree
of Moreh” and Abraham’s altar to the Lord theretdrathe sons of Jacob avenged their sister’s bgpe
annihilating the inhabitants of this region, and Etter Joseph was kidnapped and sold near ti@shua 24:32
identifies the general area of Shechem as thengeptace of Joseph after the Exodus.

¥ They went to tend their father’s sheep. Note thatHebrew text is unusual herg¥ nx niyab At 195m),

and the mark “et” is written with dots over it imet Torah scroll (to indicate a contrary). The saggsthat the
brothers primary purpose for going to Shechem waddt what to do with Joseph...

13

14

15
16

17

18
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20. What was unusual about Jacob’s mission to deseph to his brothers?

21. From where (i.e., what place) did Jacob sead&ioved son? (37:14%)

22. Who was the man that found Joseph wanderittugifields? (37:15F

23. What did this man say to Joseph? (37:16217)

24. When the brothers saw Joseph, what did they3#28)**

25. Who said, “Here comes the master of dreamdd™valmat was

their plan for Joseph (37:19-2%)

26. Who saved Joseph'’s life by saying he be thrimtmthe pit alive? (37:21-22%
27. When Joseph came before his brothers, whahdijddo? (37:23-24Y

28. Why does the Torah say the pit was empty; thaeno water in it? (37:24}
29. What did the brothers do after they threw Jbsefo the pit?°

20

21

22
23

24

25

26

27
28

29

Both Joseph and his father understood the breteted him, and yet Joseph was willing to GodJawbb was
willing to send his beloved son... Joseph “sefdig like a flint” and went to seek his brothersspite the risk.
If Jacob had merely wanted to see how his sons darg, Jacob could have sent any number of hisagés to
make the inquiry — but he willingly sent his sotoia place of danger...

Since Hebron is located on the top of a mountaim,'Depth of Hebron,” may be translated as thepttis of
fellowship” (Hebron means fellowship). Jacob sautttis beloved son “from the depth their fellowsHip
search for his missing children.

Some say this was an angel who had disguisedceHimsorder to help Joseph meet his destiny.

The man/angel first asked Joseph what he soagttJoseph realized he was seeking the love @irbtkers...
The man then warned him that his brothers had “mavg” hinting that they were seeking to kill hiemd the
reference to Dothan was perhaps “code” that they weeking a religious justification for doing dimte the
dedication of Joseph here, as he chose to keemipéde his brothers despite “blundering aboutthe fields.
The immediately conspired to kill him. The midrasys that the brothers first set the sheep dogegeph
because one who slanders another should be thmtke dogs...

Tradition says it was Simeon and Levi who said th one another (the Hebrew says “one man sdtaetother,
‘Here comes the dreamer!™). The brothers actusdlid, “Here comes the master (baal) of dreams kéit’him
and throw him into one of the pits. Then we wily $hat a fierce animal has devoured him, and wesei what
will become of his dreams.” The Holy Spirit saitf€Ss, let us see whose word will prove true: yourbme.”

Reuben heard the plot to kill Joseph and arggathat the idea. He said, “Let’s not strike dowm fmwn] soul”

(U231 1323 ¥5), by which he meant that the brothers should aotnhthemselves by murdering their brother. The

midrash says that Reuben said, “if his dreamsraee §oseph should not be harmed, since God |drreartd
has a special plan for his life; but even if hisains are untrue, he should still not be harmedusecéis both
impious and would devastate his father.” ThereRueben came up with the alternative plan of thrgwimm
into a pit, though he intended to return laterwd pim out and return Joseph to his father.

They stripped him of his colorful tunic and thrimn into a pit. Joseph was thrown naked into tihe p

The redundancy is meant to say that while thexge mo water in the pit, there were other thingsakss,
scorpions, spiders, and other deadly creatures.piatdcted Joseph, as he did Daniel in the lioris. d

They sat down and “broke bread” together, whieis wrophetic of the blessing of bread Joseph wiatdd give.
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30. Who came up with the idea to sell Joseph itacesy? (37:25-27°
31. To whom was Joseph sold and for how mdth?

32. What did Reuben do after he discovered Josegshne longer in the pit and that his
brothers sold him to the Ishmaelites? (37:29°30)

33. What happened to Joseph's special tunic? (33331
34. What did Jacob infer from the bloody tunic?:83735)%*
35. Why did Jacob refuse to be consol&d?

36. Who were Jacob’s daughters? (37%5)

37. Who sold Joseph to Potiphar in Egypt? (37°36)

38. How far away is Egypt from Canaafi?

30 Judah came up with the idea to sell his brotheede saw the Ishmaelite caravan approachingc&ltiat the

Ishmaelites were carrying precious spices, whidbkened that God’s Sprit would accompany Josefitgigpt.

Joseph was sold to the Ishmaelites for twentkedseof silver (about 7.5 ounces — enough to buh ed the
brothers a pair of shoes). The Ishmaelites latier lsion to the Midianites, who in turn sold him totiphar in
Egypt (see Gen. 37:27, 37:36). See Amos 2:6 regguttie prophetic overtones of this.

Reuben tore his clothes in grief. He was distridagd said: “The lad is not there, and | - wheilelwgo?” Note
that the midrash states that part of the reasoh&ewanted to rescue Joseph was because Josepdrssdr
included him (as one of the eleven stars), ando$eof Joseph would then mean the dreams would be
disregarded by the family — and Reuben would lésstatus as one of the brothers.

The brothers tore the tunic in many places aedcpd it with their spears and swords. They thepeti it into
the blood of a goat and sent it to Jacob, so thatduld be deceived into thinking Joseph was déadording
to midrash, the brothers cast lots to decide whanlshpresent the tunic to Jacob, and the lot fellodah.

He assumed that a wild animal had killed his Sagob then tore his clothes, put sackcloth oifolis, and
mourned for his son “many days.” According to ttewti, Jacob actually mourned for 22 years, sincgegb was
17 years old when he was sold and was 30 wherobd siefore Pharaoh (41:46). This is 13 years. Naavthe
seven years of abundance in Egypt (this gives a@syamow add the two yednsforeJacob emigrated to Egypt.
Some of the sages say these 22 years were to fatod@cob’s neglect of his parents while he wa$ Wwiban.
According to the Talmud the phrase “thus his fathept for him” (37:35) refers to Isaac, who mourrfiedthe
loss of Joseph (but who prophetically knew thawvas still alive).

This is a discussion question. Didn’'t Jacob lvelim the immortality of the soul or the resurren? Some have
said that the lack of consolation was meant to bigmthat Joseph was in fact still alive... OtHease said that
he blamed himself for the death of his son, sireednt him on the dangerous mission in the fiestepl

Jewish tradition states that many of Jacob’s sastwin sisters who were not identified in thedato

The Midianites. Joseph was apparently sold a murobtimes. First he was sold to the Ishmaelities;
Ishmaelites sold him to traders, and the tradddstgm to the Midianites, who finally sold him t@®phar. The
midrash says that God told the brothers, “You soldr brother as a slave; by your loves the timé eaime
when your descendants will all say, ‘We were slgeeBharaoh in Egypt.”

A ten day journey of roughly 250 miles. Why didddseph attempt to send a message back home?a@arav

made this journey all the time, and Joseph wasuresful.... Some say that Joseph heard the botvezar the
“dread oath” not to tell Jacob what happened teglbsand Joseph considered himself bound by this oa

31

32

33

34

35

36
37

38
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39. What happened to Judah at about this time?. (&emh)*
40. What was the name of Judah’s wife? (38*2)

41. What were the names of Judah’s three sons2-838*
42. Who was Tamar? (38:8)

43. Why was Er put to death by the LORD? (38%7)

44. What is “levirate marriage” (yibbum§%

45. Why was Onan put to death by the LORD? (3%9)

46. What is “Onanism"#°
47. What ikaret(N72) judgment? (Lev. 20:21

48. Why did Judah postpone Tamar’s marriage toaBh@8:11)*®
49. What did Judah do after the death of his wife?

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

a7

48

49

Judah moved away from his brothers in the lan@afaan, perhaps because he could not stand $eeiiagher
grieving and his brothers blamed him for the schéorsell Joseph to the Ishmaelites.

We don't know, though she was the daughter oAaa@nite named Shuay). According to some of the rabbis,
Shua was not a Canaanite, since the patriarchgeadl opposed to Canaanite marriages. Rather thaé wor
Canaanite here should be understood to mean “mafobia“trader.”

Er OV, “protector”) the firstoorn; Onani(X, “vigorous”) the second born, and Shelanf;tgj, “petition”) the
third born son.

Tamar (220, “palm tree”) was Judah’s daughter in law whommtaried to his firstborn son Er. According to
some of the rabbis, Tamar was actually an Isragliteugh this is dubious. Tamar is significant hessaher
union with Judah resulted in the birth of Peretdeacendant of King David and of Yeshua the LORD.
According to Rashi, his sin was emitting semewaim as a means of keeping his wife from gettiregpant in
an attempt to preserve her beauty.

Yibbum €327) is a type of marriage in which a woman marries ohher husband’s brothers after her husband’s
death (if there were no children) in order to cond the line of the dead husband. In other wohdschild who
would be born would be named after the deceasesltdrim “Levirate” comes from the Latin wolelir,
meaning “husband’s brother.” The concept is drasemfthe Torah, in Deut. 25:5-6.

He died for the same reason as his brother &tjshfor emitting semen in vain, though in Onaggse his
motive was perhaps worse, since he did not waptdduce an heir for his deceased brother....

Onanism is the illicit or unlawful emission ofrsen (i.e., through coitus interruptus, masturbatrmcturnal
emission, and so on). According to the sages, migisemen in vain is likened to bloodshed, andwhe does
S0 is subject to karet judgment and has no poitidhe world to come. Masturbation, in particularthought to
defile the body and the issuance is consider tum#&ype of death-like substance.

Karet is the judgment of being “cut off,” thaf te die a premature or unnatural death...

Judah was afraid his son would die, since shealtaddy caused the death of his two other sonsthétefore
told Tamar to wait as a widow until Shelah “camexgé,” at which time he would perforchalitzah..

He visited his friend Hirah who lived in Adullah,Canaanite royal city, to go shear sheep in Timna
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50. What did Tamar do when she heard that herfathlaw went up to Timnah to
shear his sheep? (38:13-4)

51. Why didn’t Judah recognize his daughter in 1&w?
52. Why did Judah proposition Tamaf?

53. What “security” or pledge did Tamar ask frondalu
in exchange for payment for her “services”? (3819>°

54. When Judah later found out that his daughtéanwas pregnant due to
immorality, what did he say should be done to ({88224)>*

55. What did Tamar do when they came to executasdmence? (38:25)
56. Why did Judah say that Tamar was more rightétars him? (38:26)°
57. What were the names of Tamar'’s twin boys? (88@)°’

58. This entire account of Judah and Tamar intésrth@ narrative of Joseph and the
chronology of the events is uncertain. Discd$s.

0 She took off her widow’s clothing, covered hefsdth a veil, and sat near a place called “Two l&7elvhere

whoever wanted to go to Timnah had to pass. Whenesilized that Shelah had come of age but wagiven
to her as a husband, she decided to find anothgtavaear Judah’s descendants, even through putistit

She was so modest that she kept her face velietiever she saw Judah in the past. Moreover, Judalal
never have expected to see his daughter-in-lave iheFimnabh, sitting as a harlot at the side ofrtied.

According to the sages prostitution was techhi¢&gal” until the Torah was given at Sinai. Nbetess, this
episode is difficult, since Tamar understood whdaluwas and therefore willingly committed incesthwier
father-in-law (since Er was technically still hardband).

Tamar asked for Judah’s signet ring, his wraploak) and his personal staff — these were veggipus items
to be given as security for the promise of one lgoat

*  Judah wanted her to be taken out of her houséammkd at the stake for her immorality (talk ab@aiouble
standard). Apparently Judah sentenced her to deathuse she brought shame to his family name.

She brought forth Judah’s pledge — his signef, mioak, and staff — and explained that by the miao owned
these things was she pregnant. Of course she wdgated and Judah had to confess they were IngshNote
that Judah had deceived his father by showing bisegh’s coat dipped in the blood of a goat, andaram
likewise deceived Judah with a goat....

For two reasons: 1) Because he did not keepantsop the bargain regarding his son Shelah, arite2ause
Tamar did what she did because she believed irotfa line and wanted to be part of it.

Zerach 1621, “shining”), the firstborn (who had his arm tiedththe scarlet thread by the midwife) and Peretz
(172, “bursting forth”), who later became a descendsriKing David, Isaiah, and Yeshua. Tamar gave kith
twins to take the place of her two husbands whodied.

This is a discussion question. It is likely tAatlah’'s marriage took place long before Josephsaldsinto
slavery, since when the family later emigrated gy, Peretz (Judah’s son from Tamar) already hadsbns
of his own (see Gen. 46:12). Others claim the Tiexe is in chronological order (i.e., Judah marafter
Joseph was sold) and people often had children exiemely young age in Biblical times. At anyerahe
Torah interrupts the story of Joseph here becaBse ‘always brings the remedy before the plagued"tha
descendant of Peretz — the Messiah — was the tétilib@rator of slavery in Egypt.

51

52

53

55

56

57

58
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59. Who was Potiphar and how did he come to knseplo? (Gen. 39: £

60. What was special about Joseph? (39:2-6)

61. How was Joseph tested in Potiphar's house7{B%):°*

62. How did Joseph overcome the incessant seduatiBotiphar’s wife??

63. How long did Joseph suffer this temptation? {39

64. Why did this woman finally grab Joseph’s tun(@9:12)%*

65. Why did Joseph “leave his garment in her hadf flee from her?

66. Why didn’t Potiphar kill Joseph after his witgd him that he tried to rape hé¥?

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

Potiphar was an officer of the Pharaoh and cajthihe guards. Apparently he purchased Joseph the
Ishmaelites, even though the Torah states it wams the Midianites (37:36). Potiphar did not trumt t
Midianites and therefore required the Ishmaelitéssathat Joseph was for sale.

The LORD was “with Joseph#$i-nx 111 *1171), which meant that the Divine Presence pervadedfaiand
blessed all that he put his hands to do. The DiRiresence also protected him from sin and immafklgnces.
Whenever Joseph handled merchandise, it was blemsédPotiphar’s household prospered because of him

Though he was made an “overseer” of PotipharissbpJoseph was relentlessly tested by Potiphéfies who
sought to have an illicit affair with him. The médh says this was “payback” either for Joseph’segaiander
of his brothers to his father (i.e., that the beothwere flirting with the Canaanite women whileythending
their flocks) or because Joseph became vain and gpemuch time fixing his hair and admiring hjgpaarance
when he was younger... On the other hand, sonfeecfdges say that it was providential that all hhispened to
Joseph, since God was doing him a favor by getingout of the evil household of these immoral gedpr
God was preparing him to be Pharaoh'’s faithfullitigand” man). The sages also say that the mdatudif
thing for a young man to do is to control his séxiesire, and therefore Joseph’s text was not arilik test that
Isaac faced at the Akedah.

He swore by God’s Name that he would never corsmih a sin with her, and he “refused” her advataéise
point that he would not longer ever look at healatlf you are tempted to sin, think it over aratefully ask,
“What am | going to do?” If you overcome your passyou are considered a strong man: “Whoever is so
anger is better than the mighty, and he who rulesgirit than he who takes a city” (Prov. 16:32).

Her seductions lasted over a year... Josephyngactumbed to temptation when she arranged téobe avith
him in the house, though Joseph saw that “no maningde...” — including himself — and that reagbtiet if
he committed such a sin he would be an animal anga man. Because of this, he prayed and hisediett
him — God made him “no man inside...” meaning heaeed the physical desire from Joseph.

Whenever she spoke to him, Joseph would pretentbrunderstand a word she was saying, until istrally
grabbed him by his shirt and attacked him. Notige happened when they were alongchud.

He was afraid he would have to wrestle her foarid since she was still his mistress, he warmtatidow her
respect.... “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2y2Rrovidentially speaking, the garment becamenikans by
which Joseph was judged guilty and removed fronhthesehold.

Undoubtedly Potiphar did not really believe higels story.... Some sages say that Potiphar’s adfeially pled
for Joseph not to be killed since she still lovéd k and that is also how Potiphar learned théatrirotiphar,
however, imprisoned Joseph to “save face” and tekenteappear that he was dealing with the scardal.
midrash says that Potiphar arrested Joseph antditmeiogged, but as he was being whipped a miracle
occurred, and a one year old baby began to spealoiund voice, rebuking Potiphar for his treachagginst
innocent Joseph. This miracle cause Potiphar tie hith and sentence him to prison instead....
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67. What happened when Joseph was first put iom?i§39:21-23§’
68. Who else was put into prison with Joseph, ahga{Gen. 40:1-25®
69. What were the dreams of each and how did Jdsemipret these dream8&?

70. Despite Joseph’s appeal to the wine stewantaice an appeal to Pharaoh on his
behalf after he was released, what happened? ¥0:23

71. How many years did Joseph remain in prisomr afterpreting the dreams of the
wine steward and the baker?

Discussion Topics:

1. Nehama Liebowitz notes that the “certain manbdwlirected Joseph to find his
brothers in Dothan (Gen. 37:15-17) was the prouidekey of the entire story of
Joseph. Do you agree that this “certain man” waaidential agent sent by God to
initiate Israel’'s bondage in Egypt?

2.  Why didn’t the brothers hafiacobinstead of Joseph?

3. Inthe genealogy of the Messiah given in Mattligw-16), only four women (besides
Mary) are explicitly named: Tamar (who seducedf#teer of her late husband),
Rahab (a prostitute), Ruth (a Moabitess), and vittie of Uriah” (i.e., Bathsheba, an
adulteress). What characteristic(s) do you thimkeuthese women? (see Ruth 1:16;
4:12; 1 Kings 1:13-31; Heb. 11:31; James 2:25).

For Next Week:
* Read ParashMiketz (i.e., Genesis 41:1-44:17)

7 God was “with Joseph” and gave him favor in tiieseof the warden of the dungeon, who eventuallgema
Joseph into his “right hand man” of the prison eyt (Perhaps Potiphar — a chief executioner anthapf the
guard - had put in a “good word” for Joseph so Heatvas given some preferential treatment there?)

% Pharaoh’s chief wine steward and chief baker virapgisoned and charged with conspiring to poigenking.
The Pharaoh was saved because he found a fly imihésand a pebble in his bread. Regardless of ¢ulit or
innocence, however, God used their plight to ekevaseph: the chain of events leading to his relbagins
with their dreams and Joseph'’s interpretations.

% The chief wine steward dreamed he squeezed blureehes of grapes into Pharaoh’s cup; the chieétbak
dreamed he had three baskets of bread on his Inelaal Isird was eating from them; Joseph interpretatiin
three days the butler would be restored to offidegreas the baker would be executed.

®" He did not remember Josep‘h_:{'&'v); he forgot him entirely:im>w). This was thought to be punishment to
Joseph for trusting in this man rather than in @wdis eventual vindication and deliverance...

L Two. The sages note that the butler “forgot Jbégr two years because Joseph had askedwioe to
remember him before Pharaoh: one year for eaclestqu
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