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Synopsis

Last week’s Torah portiorShemattold how Moses and Aaron were commissioned tbefore
Pharaoh and deliver the Lord’s message: “Let myleego, that they may hold a feast to me in
the wilderness” (Exod. 5:1). Not only did Pharaefect the request, however, but he further
imposed harsh decrees against the Israelites whieked them to suffer even more. Moses then
appealed to the LORD, who reassured him that Pharaolld eventually relent because of “the
greater might” of God’s power to deliver His peaple

In this week’s portion, the LORD told Moses that Was going to fulfill His promise to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob by giving the Israelites the tdr@anaan, and that he had heard the “groaning of
the people of Israel whom the Egyptians held agesla(Exod. 6:5). God therefore instructed Moses
to say to the people, “I am the LORD dnalill bring you outfrom under the burdens of the
Egyptians, and will deliver youfrom their bondage, arldvill redeem yowvith an outstretched arm
and with great judgment; amavill take you to mdor a people and | will be to you a God” (these
four statements are called the “four expressiomre@démption” we recall during our Passover Seder).

Despite these great promises, however, the peagre wnable to listen because of their
“shortness of breath” on account of their harskesia The LORD then told Moses: “Go in, tell
Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of Israebgt of his land.” Moses protested that if the
Israelites would not listen to him, how could herekope to convince Pharaoh? The narrative
does not provide an explicit answer to Moses’ gaasthough it repeats that God “charged”
Moses and Aaron to bring the people out of Egypb(E 6:13).

The portion then provides the genealogy of Moses/Aaron, perhaps to serve as a prelude for
establishing their special authority among the jpeoplsrael: “And the LORD said to Moses,
‘See, | have made you like God to Pharaoh, and lgaether Aaron shall be your prophet. You
shall speak all that | command you, and your broffggon shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of
Israel go out of his land” (Exod. 7:1-2). The Totals us that Moses was eighty years old, and
Aaron eighty-three years old when they first endeted Pharaoh. God then foretold that he
would harden Pharaoh’s heart so that he wouldisi@nl to them, which would then cause Him
to execute judgment upon Egypt for its oppressicth® Jewish people. “Then | will lay my
hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people thiel@mn of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by
great acts of judgment” (Exod. 7:4).
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When Pharaoh again refused to let the people jgumthe wilderness to worship the LORD,
the “showdown” between the kingdom of man and thgdom of God began. In the first
exchange, Aaron’s staff turned into a snake thatedy swallowed the staffs of the Egyptian
sorcerers. Nonetheless, Pharaoh “hardened his’ laeartefused to let the Israelites go. God
then began sending an increasingly severe seragiies upon the Egyptians. First the waters
of the Nile river were turned to blood; then swawh$ogs began to overrun the land. Lice then
came up from the dust, followed by swarms of nogibaasts. Pestilence began killing the
domestic animals while painful boils afflicted tBgyptians. For the seventh plague, God sent a
hail of “fire and ice” from the heavens that dea#stl much of the land. Despite witnessing all
these miracles, however, Pharaoh remained proudimmdved. After Pharaoh still failed to
relent, God further “hardened” his heart, settimg $tage for the final plagues upon Egypt and
the great Exodus of Israel.

Parashah Questions

1. What does the word “va’eraR{x1) mean?

2. Why did God say to Moses, “l am the LORD?” (Ex6t2)?

3. What does El Shaddaf@y ©%) mean?

4. Why did God say that He never made his name YHWY) known
to the patriarchs, especially since they called MifVH? (6:3)*

The word “va’era” is the first person, simple gpiae form of the verb ra’alng?), “to see,” that means “l| was seen” or
“| appeared” (i.e., God appeared to Abraham, Isaad,to Jacob).

Throughout the Torah whenever God spoke to Mdkesexpression “And the LORD spoke to Moses safif?
mYhoX MM 927M) is used, except in this case, where the NameifI@r7>8) is used. Since the Name YHVH is
associated with God’s compassion and mercy, ankiifles associated with God’s justice and righte@ssnsome of
the sages state that God was either dealing witbel8la reproof for earlier asking His Name (3:8)was revealing
that God'’s judgment against Egypt was His compasi&iplsrael.

The Name EI Shaddar@ 5X) is often translated as “God Almighty,” probablydause the translators of the
Septuagint (i.e., the Greek translation of the Tddtament) thought Shaddai came from a root \&radad that
means “to overpower” or “to destroy.” The Latin ‘gate likewise translated Shaddai as “Omnipotenshgfwhich

we get our English word omnipotent). God is so peerering that He is considered “Almighty.” It is nedikely,
however, that the nang&haddais connected tshadayim@ 7¢) the Hebrew word for “breasts,” indicating
sufficiency and nourishment (i.e., the breasts wiodher who showsachamim compassion). Indeed, the compound
name (El Shaddai) is regularly connected with falitess and fertility of the original families cfrkel.

*  Since each of the patriarchs called upon the Nafrtlee LORD (see Gen. 12:7-8, 26:25; 28:16, 32918, etc.), we
must understand this to mean that the revelatidBaaf's attributes as the powerful redeemer of Isras new
revelation. Indeed some ask whether the “signsveorttiers” of the plagues were intended more foighaelites than
for the Egyptians, since the Israelites had begmexsed by the powers of Egypt to the point of dpéimithout the
breath of hope.” The traditional Jewish commentat@mve said that God’s statement (i.e., “I didmake my Name
known to them”) was actually a form of rebuke of 8¢’ request to know the inner meaning of God'’s dlahne
patriarchs had perfect trust in God and never ptebim to disclose more about His identity.
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5.  What were the four promises of God that are mhered using the four cups of
wine during the traditional Passover Seder? (6:6-8)

6. How did the people respond to the promises a36:9)°

7.  When God told Moses to go before Pharaoh to rhakdet the people of Israel go,
what did he say in reply? (6:10-12)

8. Why did Moses have a speech impediment? (6:12)

9. Why didn't God heal Moses of his speech impedit?&

10. How did God concede to Moses’ weakness thataseof “uncircumcised lips™?
11. Why is the lineage of Levi preceded by thaRefiben and Simeon? (6:14-16)

12.  What was the main reason for the redemptiom fgypt?"

The four promises are “I will bring you out,” Will deliver you,” “I will redeem you,” and “I willtake you as my
people.” Note, however, that there are actuallyartban four promises in this passage: “I will briry into the land”
and “I will give you the land for an everlastinggsession.”

They did not listen to Moses because of “shodmddreath” caused by their harsh slavery.

Moses logically argued (kal vahomer — from lighheavy) that if the Israelites would not listerhim when he gave
a message of hope, how could he expect Phara@dtdo to him when he gave a message of doom? liticadd
Moses reminded God that he had a speech impedintech would made him a poor speaker. The ideattadtad
“uncircumcised lips” meant that he regarded his &g of no acceptable use to God (cp. Exod. 4:10).

According to midrash (Shemot Rabbah), as a venng lad Moses was once seen throwing Pharaohésagoivn to
the ground. Upon learning of this apparent achedlence, Pharaoh devised a test to see if the ghderstood what
he was doing. He therefore commanded that a plattera piece of gold and a glowing piece of coaldnought
before Moses and ordered the little boy to choase b Moses chose the gold, it would imply thatumelerstood its
value, and therefore he would be killed. On theepttand, if Moses chose the burning coal, he wbaldpared since
he was unable to differentiate between gold anidaigg piece of coal. Moses began to reach outtfergold when
an angel pushed his hand aside and he grabbeddhmstead. Moses then immediately put his harfdsrmouth, but
that burned his lips and tongue so badly that ltkahpermanent speech impediment as a consequeatee, Wwhen
God commissioned Moses to speak to the childrdsra€l, he protested to the LORD that he was kgedd- “heavy
of mouth” and kevad lashon, “heavy of tongue,” #metefore unable to speak on behalf of the LORDp(EX:10).

According to midrash, God did not cure Mosesisfdtuttering since He wanted Israel to know tleatas a divine
messenger. When he spoke in the Name of the LOfRDsttittering entirely disappeared and Moses spitkefluent
ease. This was to teach the people not to trdstimman oratory or wisdom, but rather in the poweGodl....

The next time God spoke it was to Moses and A&rgather. Since Moses complained that he was aqmeaker,
God appointed his brother to be his spokesmarBxpd. 4:14-15).

God wanted to record the family history of Modesginning with Levi, but it would have been digestful to Levi's
older brothers if they were not mentioned firstisTédso shows that Moses and Aaron owe their postt God's
providence, since there was no one in the two dtitees worthy to lead the people. This also expdaihy the other
tribes are not mentioned, since there was no reekxbk further after Moses and Aaron had been found

The main reason was to receive the Torah at Simhito become God’s covenant nation. Howevercliheax of the
revelation at Sinai was the pattern of the Tabdenaehich prefigured the sacrifice of Yeshua.

10

11

12
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13. Name the three sons of Jacob’s son Levi (6716) ErmErTT
14. What was Moses’ father's name? (6:17-19) [hebecea | [sae ]
15.  Whom did Amram marry? (6:26) e ] ]
16.  What were the names of Yocheved’s childrén?
17.  Whom did Aaron marry? (6:2%) i | [t [ ] [
18.  Can you name Aaron’s four sons? (6:93) :
i) [ Aaron ] [eses
19.  Who was Koral(3p) and his sons (6:24-25§? b g

| Gershom ‘ ‘ Eliezer |

20. Who was Pinchas (ie., Phinehas)? (6°25)

21. How was Moses “as a god” to Pharaoh, and Aasoa prophet? (7:£}

22.  Why was Moses being a “god” to Pharaoh irofifc?

23.  Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart so thatdwddanot let the Israelites g2

24. If God hardened Pharaoh’s heart by making hirnsrn, how could Pharaoh be held
responsible for his actions? Why was he punishduasshly? (7:3; Rom. 9:17-fff

13

The three sons were named Gershng), “a stranger there” (i.e., an exile); Kehattmp), a (troubled) “assembly”;
and Merari (771), “bitterness” (maror). Moses and Aaron were Kabitas.

Moses’ father was Amranz{ny), the firstborn son of Kehattifip) and a leader of the tribe of Levi'y).

5 Amram married his aunt YochevetwhPi1') who was the daughter of Levi. Note that thoughfather Kehath and
Yocheved had the same father (Levi), they did raeehthe same mother.

Yocheved bore Amram three children: Miriam, Agrand Moses.

Aaron married Nachshon’s sister Elisheva the Heargof Aminadavf73»y-na :J;{Lj*ﬁgg). Elisheva was the sister of
a leader of the tribe of Judah who is credited Wifdt stepping into the Sea before the watersgolafum. 1:7).

'8 Elisheva bore Aaron four sons: Nadaf), Abihu &71°28), Elazar G1y5%), and Ithamarmy).

9 Korach was a Kohathite cousin of Moses who |era rebellion against Moses and Aaron (Num. $6ne of his

sons were not swallowed up by the earth, howevet Jater became psalmists (Psalms 42, 44-49, 8873%nd 88
are ascribed to the “sons of Korah”).

Pinchasgri'2) was the son of Aaron’s son Elazar who had maaitgaughter of Putiel” (Jethro?). Later Pinchas
served God with great zeal and delivered Israshfredgment due to the tragic Baal Peor incident.

Moses was like a god in the sense that he waoaildhd judge and the court, imposing harsh penalpes Pharaoh.
Moses would to exercise divine authority (exousidr Egypt and all of Egypt would be subjectedita.PAaron
would be like a prophet to Pharaoh since he woalibses’ spokesman.

It was ironic because the Pharaoh claimed todoke lgput God would show him that he is really noghin

So that God could multiply His signs and wondersrder to reveal to all the world that He was GB#od. 7:3)
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart but only after éspat had already hardened it by refusing the rgessthe first
five plagues (Exod. 7:22, 8:15, 8:19, 8:32, 9:MeAthe 6th plague, however, the Torah reads, “thedLORD
hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (Exod. 9:12). One silsléa another. If someone repeatedly refuses tmub God, the

Lord may ratify the decision and prevent repentasee Paul in Romans 9:17-ff). Another interpretatiGod
“strengthened” the king’s heart so that he wouldblke to express his free willdespitethe afflictions upon Egypt.

14
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25. How old was Moses when he began confrontinga@ihe (7:6-7§°

26. What was the first sign used to authenticatsddbmessage? (7:8-9)
27. What happened when the Egyptian magicians chtplil this sign? (7:11-13) |
28. What is the Hebrew word for “plague’®

29. Did Abraham foresee the redemption from Egyp#n. 15:13-145°

30. What did God mean when he said Pharaoh’s heart'stubborn™? (7:14Y

31. Whydid God command Moses to go to Pharaohamtorning,

when he went out to the water of the Nile? (7:15-16

32. God began a series of ten plagese( ha-makkdt What was the first plagué?

33.  Why did God strike the Nile river first? (7:18) 3

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Moses was 80 years old and Aaron was 83 (Gobeteliely chose old men to be saviors of the Jepasiple). From
this verse we learn that Aaron was Moses’ oldeth@n Moses would enter the court first, followgdAaron as his
interpreter. Moses would then speak quietly in ld@hrwhile Aaron would translate his words to theRloh.

Moses would tell Aaron to throw his staff befétearaoh and it would become a serpgh). This serpent was a
symbol of Pharaoh, and when Aaron grasped it agaiguld revert to being a wooden staff. This wasant to
illustrate that though Pharaoh seems like a dedgbr, when you grasp him, he is like a lifelessoden stick. The
midrash says, “the first sign will be the staff stwow that | will beat him like a dog.”

Though the magicians were able to replicate ithe, \aron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. Thaused Pharaoh to
be in fear, since Aaron’s staff did not change exdme thicker after it swallowed up the other stafft could
swallow things up without leaving a trace! Noneéissl, Pharaoh hardened his heart and was unmo\adttbis. Note
that the word for “magician” or “occultist” is used translate thehartumim(z»wr), thought to be scribes or
scholars of Egypt (from cheretyn, meaning an engraving tool).

The Hebrew word for plague nsakkah(121), from the Hebrew word for “blow

Yes, God told Abraham that his descendants wbeltbreigners in a land not their own, and the istheould enslave
them and torment them for 400 years. “Then | watige the nation that enslaves them and they vailldevith great
wealth.” Abraham foresaw the judgments upon Egym,ten plagues, etc., a “horror of darkness.”

The Hebrew is kaved lex' 722), “heavy of heart” in the sense of unresponsikieki dense — like liver. In other
places the Torah describes Pharaoh’s hardheartedaahazak lewb PIm), meaning stouthearted or defiantly
resolute... In this verse, Pharaoh’s stubbornnessintleat he refused to let the people go.

Pharaoh was regarded as divine by the peopleg $@ad to perform his ablutions (i.e., relieve hétf)sn a hidden
area beside the river. After doing this, he wouletirate beside the river and practice his occulti. &od sent Moses
right into the seclusion of Pharaoh’s bathroomtép‘him on the shoulder with his staff,” so to dped’Excuse me...
the LORD God of the Hebrews sent me to have a fevdsvwith you.... Let my people go.”

The plague of bloodifakkat-ha’dama=17n21n) as described in Exodus 7:14-25. All the waterEgfpt — from the
Nile River to common drinking vessels — turned limol.

Since the king refused to know the LORD and hdisdvoice, God would reveal his power to him byning the
waters of the Nile river into blood. This was apiate, since the Egyptians worshipped the rivea ged, and
therefore the LORD struck here first, at the sowfctneir physical life, to demonstrate his poweewit. When the
river was struck, the entire Nile did not turn todd, but only that portion of the river that flodven Egypt. As soon
as the water crossed the border of Egypt, it tutodiood — all the way down to the bottom so thatfish died — and
once it was poured out into the salt water of treNerranean, it would return to pure water.

wound” or “ske.”
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34. Why were the waters of the Nile river turnetiblood?**
35. Were the magicians of Egypt able to replicaeefirst plague? (7:22§
36. Since Pharaoh did not change his heart, Gddcsether plague.

37. What was the second plague? (7:26329)
38. Why was Aaron’s staff used to initiate thetftigo plagues?®

39. Were the Egyptian magicians able to replidaitepilague? (8:3

How many days passed before God sent this secagde? (7:253°

40. Why did Pharaoh request the frogs to leavéddi@ving morning? (8:5-73°
41. When Pharaoh saw that the frogs began dyingwit did he do? (8:11§

42. What was the third plague, and why did theesems regard it as a sign from God? (8:%2)

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

Because the blood of innocent Jewish babies ted sy throwing them into the river, God would nmake all this
blood visible before the people of Egypt... Thatfikh also died shows the depth of the blood —ithaas more than
surface deep. Indeed the whole land was filled bittod. Jars of food were polluted with blood, Egyptians
walked around and their clothing was soiled withdal, etc. The Israelites still had ample supmiefsesh, pure
water, but when the Egyptians forced them to gt some, as soon as it touched their lips it wawrld to blood.
Finally the Egyptians were forced to buy water frimva Israelites so they could drink.

Yes, though of course this only made matters &véos Egypt. Because of this, however, Pharaotdrad his heart
again — he did not want to believe - and therefioeeshowdown continued...

Seven full days. According to tradition, eachgpla lasted 7 days (except for the last two: thguysaof darkness
lasted 6 days and the death of the firstborn lastedday).

The plague of frogsifakkat tzefarde’ay712387n21) as described in Exod. 8:1-8:14. Note that theréietword for
“frogs” is actually singular: “The plague of thedg:” The midrash says there was at first one diagtthat came up
from the Nile, but when the Egyptians tried to smiésmore would come out; and when these were Bathanore
came out from them, and so on. This plague wagmaothstrate YHVH's complete authority over the Nildich
would produce frogs that would directly harm Pharaad his people. The incessant croaking of thgsfaaused the
Egyptians to go without rest, and was meant asyrepat for the crying of the Israelites becausehefrtharsh
oppression. The frogs got into everything, inclgdreople’s clothing and attacked their genitals, €he word
“frogs” (2*v7112%) appears ten times in this section, alluding thatplague was as bad as ten plagues.

According to Jewish tradition, Moses could ndtiate these plagues because the Nile river had pnatected him.
Therefore Aaron’s staff was used to begin the pdagu

Yes, though again this only made matters worse...

Each of the plagues lasted seven days, and timereharaoh asked Moses to plead with the LORBrwve the
frogs as soon as possible. Since it was the seyhwhen he made his request, the following daytivasoonest the
frogs could ordered to leave the land. Accordingriother tradition, it was already the seventhafape plague, and
the magicians told Pharaoh that the frogs wereggtmieave that day anyway, so the king hoped ¢ovsthat Moses
was a fake. Moses, of course, told the Pharaofralys would leave at his command on the followiay & and they
did. The magicians were therefore exposed as #esfa Pharaoh.

Even though he could smell the stench of the dieayd in the palace, he still made his heart heawefiance.

The plague of lice or gnatsiékkat kinnim2'32-n21) as described in Exod. 8:16-19. They believedais & sign
from God (lit., “the finger of God” a*n“»_s D23R) because they could not duplicate it using theigival arts. Every
Egyptian was covered with lice and vermin as ihlad lived in a garbage dump for a year.
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43. What was the fourth plague? (8:16-23)

.-I—"'t.‘___

44. How did Pharaoh attempt to bargain with Mog8s24-25)* ﬁ
45.  Did the Pharaoh finally relent after the foustague ended? (8:28)

46. What was the fifth plague? (9:1%6)

47. And what was the sixth plague? (9:8-12)

48. How could the boils be on the Egyptian’s ansnfthey had all died

during the fifth plague®

49. What was the seventh plague? (9:1335)

50. Why didn’t God simply exterminate Pharaoh arelEgyptians? (9:15-16)

51. Why does the Torah mention that after tA@lague the flax and barley were struck down,

but the wheat and spelt were not? (9:31°32)

43

44

45

46

a7

48

49

50

51

The plague of “swarmshfakkat-arovaiip-nan) of flies or wild animals as described in Exod2@32. Jewish
tradition tends to regard this as throngs of faramals that attacked the Egyptians (e.g., liordy@s, snakes,
scorpions, wasps, spiders, crows, locusts, and tthes of noxious creatures) — a terrifying migtof all the harmful
creatures of the world. These animals hunted dogyptans and tormented them. God also miraculosesiyapart the
land of Goshen so that none of these beasts wauible to enter there. According to midrash, thagype was
repayment for forcing the Israelites to capturerais and keep up the zoos of the Egyptians. Alscalse of their
slavery, the Israelite’s flocks were attacked bigdwinimals, and this was return for their trouble.

Pharaoh offered that the Israelites could gofer sacrifice “in the land,” but Moses refusedtstg that the people
needed to make a three-day journey into the deseffer sacrifices. Besides, the Egyptians weigetarians
(actually, “vegans”), and would regard sacrificeshie land as an “abomination.” Pharaoh then saididuld allow
them to go into the desert, “only you must not gopfar away.” The king also asked Moses to prayhfm,
suggesting that he was unraveling altogether tsybint. Moses agreed but warned Pharaoh notémattto trick
him again, or to change his mind by refusing tdletpeople go sacrifice to the LORD.

No, he again “hardened his heart” and refusdedttthe people go.

The fifth plague was pestilencegkkat-devern277n2n) as described in Exod. 9:1-7. The livestock of i@ns got
sick and died, though none of the Israelite anirdadd. This plague was repayment for forcing thiedktes to care
for the Egyptian animals while they worked as anénaaring their slavery. Pharaoh was unmoved by plague, and
therefore the Torah states that God Himself begdratden his heart (Exod. 9:12).

The sixth plague was that of bails, blistershess and ulcers upon all the Egyptians and aniofale Egyptians.
This is callednakkat-shechifru-nzon) as described in Exod. 9:8-12.

Midrash: Before the'5plague, God gave the Egyptians the chance taltstéis warning and take their livestock
inside, where they would be safe. Note further thatHebrew words for “livestock” and “animals” afiferent.

The seventh plague was that of hail mixed with (i.e.,makkat barad:1727n21) as described in Exod. 9:13-35.
According to midrash, each huge hailstone contameding fire so that they resembled stars falfiogn heaven.
Compare this to Yeshua’s description of the Gredtulation in Matthew 24:29.

God said to Pharaoh: “for this purpose | haveatiyou up, to show you My power, so that my Narag be
proclaimed in all the earth” (see Rom. 9:17-ff).

Since the Exodus occurred on Nisan 15, it idyikiee 7" plague occurred a month or two before, since tbevigg
season in Egypt occurs earlier than it does irPtloenised Land.
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52. How did Pharaoh respond to the miraculousthatifell? (9:27-285>

Advanced Questions

1. God gave at leafitve promises to the Israelites at the start of themgation (Exod. 6:6-9):

a. “l will bring you out” (i.e.,hotzeiti:"nxgin)

b. “I'will deliver you” (i.e., hitzalti: sn5zm)

c. “l'will redeem you” (i.e.ga’alti: ‘n5x)

d. “I will take you” as my own people (i.dakachti snrz5)

e. “l will bring you” into the land | swore to give the fathers (i.eheveti:'nxanm)

During the traditional Passover Seder, we dfik cups® of wine to commemorate the
fulfillment of each of these four promises of God:

The Cup of Sanctification — Kiddush for Passover

The Cup of Deliverance - Celebrates the storyeti’erance and the ten plagues
The Cup of Redemption - Celebrates God’s redempiirough the blood of the lamb
The Cup of Restoration - Closes the PassovesrSegraise

e. The Cup of Elijah — (see footnote beldiv)

How do each of these cups correspond to each dbtimgoromises? How do you see the
salvation given in the Messiah in relation to eash? What about the Cup of Elijah?

apop

2. The Exodus is perhaps the most fundamental @felgwish history. It is commemorated
every year during Passover; it is mentioned invédry first of the Ten Commandments
(Exod. 20:2); and it is recalled every Sabbath (D8112-15). The major festivals of Shavuot
(Pentecost) and Sukkot (Tabernacles) derive froindeed, nearly every commandment of
the Torah (including the laws of the Tabernacle tredsacrificial system) may be traced
back to the story of the Exodus. Most importarithg Exodus prefigures and exemplifies the
work of redemption given through the sacrificié lof Yeshua the Messiah, the true King of
the Jews and the Lamb of God.

Compare (and contrast) how the historical Exodusrakel is a “type” or “picture” of the
spiritual Exodus of those redeemed by Yeshua theshb. In what ways has the Exodus
alreadybeen fulfilled, and in what ways are we still viragt for our redemption? Indeed,
what do think is the central idea of redemptiorlis What does God have in mind, so to
speak, regarding the entire program to redeem pdoph bondage to sin and death?

2 He again feigned repentance and confessed thaideinned. “God is just; it is | and my peopleovetne in the
wrong.” Nonetheless after Moses went out and spoe#diis hands to God to stop the storm, Pharaaotehad his
heart yet again, just as God had foretold to Mogéss is the mentality of the wicked: when evifdlis them, they
beg God for mercy, but once the evil has passeg,ithmediately revert to their evil ways.

%3 The traditional text of the Haggadah was writtefiorelsrael became a nation. The fifth cup is theretfoaditionally
commemorated as the “Cup of the prophet Elijahsixth cup (“I will give”) is also implied...

Page 8



N ' Hebrew for Christians
~my ¥ www.hebrew4christians.com Parashat

Va'era

The Plagues of Egypt

The plagues of Egypt (i.enakkot Mitzraimzsn nizn) refer to the series of calamities that
befell Egypt by the hand of the God of Israel aoumted in the Book of Exodus. Since there

were a total of ten distinct plagues delivered upggpt, they are also called the “Ten Plagues”

(i.e.,eser ha-makkQt In parashat Va'era, the first seven of the teagpes are described.

Exodus 12:12 God says, “... on all the gods of E¢yall execute judgments.” Thus the plagues

are thought to be symbolic of the defeat of varigods venerated in ancient Egyptian
mythology (and occultism in general):

# Plague Reference Egyptian god

1 Water to blooddam:z=) Exod. 7:14-25 Hapi and/or Khnum (god of the Nile)

2 Frogs {zefarde’a:yTsz) Exod. 7:25-8:11 Heket (goddess of fertility andevat

3 | Lice, vermin kinnim:zv3) Exod. 8:12-15 Geb (god of the Earth)

4 | Swarms @rov: 2iy) Exod. 8:20-32 Khepri (lord of flies or beetles)

5 Pestilencedever:na7) Exod. 9:1-7 Apis (goddess of animals)

6 Boils (shechinzyrw) Exod. 9:8-12 Isis (goddess of nature and healing)

7 Hail and Fire barad:=12) Exod. 9:13-35 Nut (sky goddess and sister of Geb)

8 Locusts arbeh:nay) Exod. 10:1-20 Set (god of storms and disorder)

9 Darkness ¢hoshekh+uin) Exod. 10:21-29 Ra (the Sun god)

10 | Death of the firstborn Exod. 11:1-12:36 Pharaoh (“son of Ra”), Khnum /
(bechorot:nimisa) Amon (ram god); Horus (war god)

Some commentators ask whether the plagues weredgdemore for the Israelites than for the
Egyptians, since the Israelites had been opprdssdte powers of Egypt to the point of being
“without the breath of hope” (Exod. 6:9). Besides,amount of “signs” will ever change the

heart of the unbeliever, while the believer willdslified by God’s intervention on his behalf...

detzakh, adash, be'achav

During (the Maggid portion of) the Passover Seder spill from the
second cup while reciting the names of the tenydagA tradition arose
to recite three acronyms (“detzakh, adash, be’dghvetvile spilling from
the cup three times:

:"US: ,W""I;Z ,-1.["3.'-!

772 Barad 2y Arov o7 Dam
7278 Arbeh 727 Dever y7I28 Tzefarde'a
qWin Choshekh 1Y Shechin £m> Kinnim

nMi>2 Bechorot
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The Sequence of the Plagues

Rabbi Bachya wrote that the ten plagues followesl @mother over a twelve-month period. On
Nisan 15 God spoke to Moses from the burning bushcammissioned him to go to Pharaoh. On
Nisan 21, Moses told his father-in-law Yitro (Jethof his mission and left for Egypt. Near the
end of the month of Nisan, Moses immediately wefble Pharaoh and warned him to release
the Jews. For the next three months (lyyar, Sisad, Tammuz), Moses went into hiding and
instructed the elders of Israel regarding their ignaeliverance. The plague of blood began on
the first of Av and lasted seven days. A respitthode weeks occurred before the next plague
(frogs). This was the pattern for all the ten plegd.e., roughly a plague a month). The last
plague - that of the death of the firstborn - ocedrin the month of Nisan, a year after Moses first
warned Pharaoh (Exod. 4:22-23). The period of tagyes therefore totaled twelve months:

Burning Bush 3&}1:'.'}_:-.:
Darkness Death of g e

(choshekh) the firstborn =

Serpents 1st meetin
Swallowed with Pharao

Locusts
(arbeh)

Hail & Fire
(barad)

Moses
in Hiding
Boils Freparing Israel
(shechin) farthe Exadus
Pestilence / | Blood
(dever) : . (dam)
Swarms ] o
(arowv) Lice (tzefarde'a)

(kinim)

The Divine Calendar

The first commandment given to the nation of Is(aslopposed to patriarchs or individual leaders
such as Moses) was thatRbdsh Chodashirfi.e., the Biblical New Year that begins on thstfi

new moon of spring). “This month shall be the bagig of months for you” (Exod. 12:2). Our
corporate identity therefore begins with a sha@tsciousness aime from a Divine perspective.
Themo’edim(festivals of the LORD) all are reckoned basedhensacred calendar given to the
redeemed people of God.

For Next Week

* Read parashat Bo (i.e., Exodus 10:1-13:16)
* Read the Haftarah (Jeremiah 46:13-28)
* Read the New Testament (Luke 22:7-30; 1 Cor. 1B340-
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Exodus 6:3

Shemot perek Vav, pasuk Gimmel

U OR2 2PpTORT poETOR DTINTOR RN
25 Ty NS I

Revelation of the Name YHVH...

. < < - / < - / < - / < 7/
TY | N2 [2PDTONT [P ON | DTN TOR | NN
- n dual 2-pfx"in,| 1-pfx"and” 5& - prep "to" 5N prep "to" - pfx vcong
T +7 | as, by Py -n PIs-"Isaac” 0n728-n "and, but, sof
"Sufficient 5{’? -nN'ms "Jacob" renamed  fr> PrS v Abraham N7- v "see’
One"all- | "God, Israel: Bmw* gal impf 3ms: fr> 2N "father" | niph impf 1cs
powerful”| Power” | mmpy by | hewillaugh | +jind vcrowd | 008N
as El Shaddai and to Jacol] to Isaac to Abraham  pdapd
< < . NG JAVAVaYi < /7
oo |y | XS | M gl
5 pfx yM-v N>-adv| MM -nabs 1 - pfx "and, but"
"to / for" "to know, "no, "YHVH"; Eternal oY - n ms cstr
on-3mpl perceive" not" Savior; Rescuer “ﬁame fame
“sfx niph prf 1cs fr>7 v"to be"| renown deeds"
"noom TN - Gen 3:14|  “O-lcs sfx
to them I was not known YHVH but by my name

"I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob
as El Shaddai, but by my name the LORD
I did not make myself known to them." (Exod. 6:3)

kel @dOny mpog APpaop kel Iooak kel TokwP 6€0g v
aVTOY kol TO Ovopud Lov KipLog ok €dnAwon adTolg (LXX)

Sefer Shemot:

iR DERTOR RN
S ora Sy on
oz wmys M e b
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