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Synopsis

The Book of Exodusnf»u -20) begins directly where the book of Genesis I€fitloy listing the
“names” 6hemoy of the descendants of Jacob who came down totEgygwell in the land of
Goshen. Over time Jacob’s family flourished andtipliéd so greatly that the new king of Egypt
— who did not “remember” Joseph — regarded theel$ées as a politcal threat and decided to
enslave them. When the king’s oppression did ndi their growth, however, he commanded the
Hebrew midwives to kill all newborn Jewish boys. &hthe midwives refused to obey, however,
the Pharaoh decreed that all newborn boys were forbibly drowned in the Nile River.

During this time of grave oppression, a prominamify from the tribe of Levi bore a son and
hid him for three months. When the baby could mg&r be concealed, however, his mother
Yocheved set him afloat in the Nile River insideasket, praying that he might somehow
escape death. Miriam, the baby’s sister, watcheat wiould happen, and soon the basket was
discovered by the daughter of Pharaoh, who dedmledve the baby and adopt him as her own
son. Miriam then cleverly offered to have her mothecome the baby’s wet-nurse for the
princess. After the child was weaned, he was brbotogRharaoh’s palace to live as the princess’
son. The princess named him “Moses,” meaning tawdut” from water.

Later, when Moses was fully grown, he “went ouhi® people and looked on their burdens.”
When he saw an Egyptian beating an Israelite sla&jlled the Egyptian and hid his body in the
sand. The following day he tried to reconcile twmaklites who were fighting, but the one in the
wrong prophetically objected: “Who made you a peiand judge over us? Do you want to Kill
me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?” Upon ingathis Moses decided to flee from Egypt to
Midian. There he rescued Zipporah, the daughtéfitod, a Midianite priest. Soon afterward,
Moses decided to work for Yitro and married Zipgoveith whom he had a son named Gershom.

One day, as Moses was tending sheep, the Angeedf®RD called out to him from the midst
of a burning bush and commissioned him to leaddteelites out of Egypt back to the Promised
Land. When Moses protested that he was inadeqoiatki$ task, God gave him three “signs” to
authenticate his message. God also appointed dtisdsrAaron to be his spokesperson. Moses
and Aaron then went to the Pharaoh and demandeththisraelites be permitted to leave Egypt
to worship the LORD in the desert. The Pharaokldwer, dismissed Moses and his God, and
increased the workload of the slaves by forcingrtive make bricks without straw.
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As the Israelites suffered even more, Moses desgbawver his mission and asked the LORD
why he sent him to Pharaoh in the first place: “ioce | came to Pharaoh to speak in your
Name, he has done evil to this people, and you haveelivered your people at all.” But the
LORD replied to Moses, “Now you shall see what ll @o to Pharaoh; for he shall let the
people go because of a greater might; indeed, bBeaafla greater might he shall drive them
from his land.”

| Sarah | I Abraham I

daughter

| Gershon | | Kohath | | Merari | | Jochebed |

Amram Jethro
| |

Miriam Aaron Moses | Zipporah
| | | | | |

T wears older 3 years older |—

| Gershom | | Eliezer |

Family tree of Moses

Page 2



N ' Hebrew for Christians
: © www.hebrew4christians.com Parashat Shem

Parashah Questions

1. What does the word “Exodus” mean?
2. What does the worshemo{P312%) mean? (Exod. 1:9)

How many people emigrated to Egypt?

Why are the names of Jacob’s sons lisigainin this portion?

Were all the men of Jacob’s family married whegy came to Egypt?

o o k~ w

Why are the tribes of Israel listed in differenders in the Scripture§?
7. What does “hashgachah pratft72 1mawa) mean?
Which of the 12 sons of Jacob lived the longeétiich the shortest?

9. In what special way did God bless Israel in Egyf.:7)°

The word “Exodus” (&0d0c) was coined by the ancient Greeks when they tatedithe title of Moses’ second
scroll of the Torah, calle8efer Yetziat Mitzrairfithe book of thegoing outfrom Egypt”). Later this Greek
word was adopted into English. In the Hebrew Bihke Book of Exodus is called sefehemo(“names”),
following the custom of naming a book accordingtsdirst significant word.

The plural noushemo(niaw) means “names,” from the singular fosmem(@vw). The Book of Exodus begins,
ve'eleh shemoiny n;_%_m ), “and these are the names” (of the sons of [sré&eld calls each person by name
to make the journey... Indeed, God calls eachtstdts own name (Gen. 22:17, Psalm 147:4) and kreagh
particular lily of the field and sparrow that fleis its wings (Matt. 6:28-30, 10:29). As Yeshualsaven the
hairs on your head are all numbered (Matt. 10:30).

Seventy people emigrated to Egypt (Deut. 10:@22)alleling the seventy angels that oversee therggwnations
of the earth. Thus Moses later says, “When the Miagih gave to the nations their inheritance, wherlivided
mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples adagri the number of the sons of Israel” (Deut.32:8

They were first all enumerated back in Gen. 4578i.e., parashat Vayigash) but are mentioned &gain
(Exod. 1:2-5) to indicate how much God treasuredhtifand to link the two narrative accounts).

Yes, “each man came with his household” is thotigimean that each man was the head of his owsettmid,
though this would imply that Peretz, who was onighéyears old, was married at the time. Perhajsshetter to
regard this verse to mean that each man was partlefined household in Jacob’s larger family.

This is to indicate that all the tribes were dgqliae sons of Rachel were not more important tharsons of the
Bilhah and Zilpah, for instance (and before Jacad tmarried them, he gave them their freedom soegg no
longer slaves). Though they were equal, each bdlakits own special gifting and promise, of course.

The termhashgachah pratitrefers to God’s personal supervision of our liffgsshgachah means “supervision,”
and pratit means “individual” or “particular”). @alirects the destiny of every single Jew in thelévo

8  Levi lived longest and died at age 137; Joseg#tlthe shortest and died at age 110.

God grew them into a great and fruitful natioarth The text says the children of Israel becamaétffil and
increased greatly; they multiplied and greime’od me’od“exceedingly many”{&n TR12), so that the land
was filled with them,” which led the sages to dagtteach woman would give birth to six babies tana
(fruitful=1, increased=2, multiplied=3, grew strerly very=5, very=6).
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10. Who was the “new king” of Egypt (1:8)%

11. What is the likely date of the Exodus?

12. How did the “new king” regard the IsraelitesHgypt? (1:9-10}?

13. According to Jewish tradition, who were the riémg’s advisors?*
14. How did the new king “deal shrewdly” with treraelites? (1:10-11

15. Why did the king set taskmastersa(2 L) over the Israelites?

16. What were the names of the two store-citiesttimlsraelites built for the new
Pharaoh? (1:11f

17. What happened as the Egyptians oppressedrésditas? (1:12-13Y

10 We are not sure. At least two pharaohs are iragbla the story of the Jewish exile in Egypt. Tingt Pharaoh

welcomed the Israelites to Egypt under the aegi®séph; the second Pharaoh “did not know Josemhfaer
enslaved the Israelites. The second Pharaoh maybeen a usurper who staged a coup and this wapldie
why he behaved as if he had no knowledge of Joapgthis family. Some believe that Thutmose 111 wees
first pharaoh (he was the only pharaoh within thetspecified in | Kings 6:1 who reigned long enb(§4
years) to have been on the throne at the time afdgldlight and to die shortly before his returrEgypt) and
Amenhotep Il to be the pharaoh of the Exodus. Beddllowing note...

We are not sure. 1 Kings 6:1 says: “And it campdss in the 480th year after the children ofelstame out of
the land of Egypt, in the 4th year of Solomon’gredver Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is tleesnd month
(lyyar), that he began to build the house of thedl’oand therefore we must first date Solomon’gmet which
is problematic. Some have identified the fourthry&faSolomon’s reign as 966 B.C which means thedtigo
would have taken place in 1445 B.C. (2316). Notd the Seder Olam Rabbah (ca. 2nd century AD) chéxtes
the commencement of the Exodus to 1313 BC (2448.AMis date has become traditional in Rabbinic ifida

He regarded them as a political threat so thidueife were a war, they might join the Egyptianmeies (as a
“fifth column”) in order to flee the land. Noticadt these verses lend support to the idea thatetvePharaoh
was a usurper who would have regarded former palitilliances in Egypt suspiciously... In otherds the
new king might have feared that the Israelites @aabel against his new rule...

According to midrash, the king had three chiefisars: Balaam son of Beor, Job, and Jethro. Balaama
grandson of Laban who was a famous magician andltatc He called directly for the exterminationtok
Jews. Job remained silent, but because of thisd@orkeed he would endure horrible suffering. The anlvisor
who protested was Jethro, and he kept protestitiphenwas forced to flee for his life back to M. Because
the king consented to Balaam'’s advice, howeversdiiswas decreed to be killed during the last gagu

A midrash states that the Israelites weidked into slavery. Pharaoh’s counselors suggestedihgildrtified
cities based on voluntary labor. At first, even Bferaoh joined in the building project. Soon thaagal
population was offered wages in proportion to theher of bricks produced. After some time, howethss,
Egyptians were ordered to leave, and only the liseggemained. Egyptian taskmasters then conitinua
reduced their wages and finally enforced slaverdtoon the Israelites.

The slave drivers were set over the people ‘tistttheir spirits” and to make them suffBi*J(;p).
Pithom and Raamses.

The more they were oppressed, the more theyptiatliand increased. The Egyptians began to “dréag*?)
the Israelites, meaning the people became as tifkotsm) in their eyes. Their contempt led to falbwn
slavery for the Israelites.

11
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18. What did the slavery of the Israelites invol¥&?

19. After enslaving and greatly oppressing theelges, what was the next step of
Pharaoh’s evil plan? (1:15-21)

20. How did God respond to the deception of thewiids? (1:20-215°

21. When the scheme with the midwives failed, whdtPharaoh do? (1:23)
22. Why did Pharaoh murder the innocent babieh®fand 7

23. Who tried to murder all the babies when Yeshasa born?*

24. Who were Moses’ father, mother, and siblings2-g)?*

25. What was Moses’ original name? (2*2)

Their slavery involved forced labor with mortardabricks and all kinds of “backbreaking” work iretfields.
According to Rashi, the people were forced to wtkhour shifts and be regularly separated front tlagnily
members while they stayed in work camps.

He ordered the chief midwives Shifrah and Pudkiltdiebrew baby boys as they were being born tanahake
it look like an accident (i.e., to perform infartie). Note that Rashi says that Shifrah was agtiédicheved,
Moses’ mother, and Puah was actually Miriam, hiteokister. The midwives feared God and refuseabay
the king, since murder is an act of chillul Hash@®secration), and a Jew must be ready to givasuprther
life before performing such a sin (the three caablgins are murder, idolatry, and sexual criméaiving up
your life as a martyr is called kiddush HaShemntsiying the Name.”

God was good to the midwives and granted thespdffg of their own.
He gave orders to kill all newborn sons of Egyjtoth Jewish or Egyptian.

According to midrash, Pharaoh had a disturbirgppetic dream like his predecessor. He saw hinsitélig on
his throne in all his regal glory. As he lifted leiges, however, an old man appeared holding a ¢tmlarhis
hand. The old man placed all the nobles and govemifdEgypt on one side of the balance, and omther side,
he placed one small lamb. To Pharaoh’s great adtov@nt, however, the lamb outweighed all the leader
Egypt. When the king asked his advisors to intdrre dream, they told him that it foretold of aréng king
who would destroy the land, kill the Egyptians, aed the Israelites free. The royal astrologersedjwith the
advisors and told the king that the stars indic#itet such a redeemer would indeed come, but itunakear if
he would be an Egyptian or an Israelite (recall Mases was both - an Israelite raised as an Egyptior this
reason the king decreed the death of all the newbans of Egypt — whether Israelite or Egyptian.eWkhe
king further asked how the redeemer could be sibphe astrologers said he would die by water (rdtases’
sin of striking the rock), so the king decreed thabies should be killed by being thrown into ttike Kver.

Herod the Great was afraid that the Messiah was im Bethlehem of Judah and therefore attempmtddlltall
the male children in that region who were two yeddsor under (Matt. 2). Interesting, the Magi (akigers) in
this case were righteous, and Joseph and MaryfigdY eshuao Egypt to escape the Herod's demonic rage.

Moses’ father was Amrana{ny), the firstborn son of Kehatmii) and a leader of the tribe of Levi'g), and

his mother was YochevedJ>1), a daughter of Levi: “Amram took as his wife Jebkd (Yocheved) his father’s
sister, and she bore him Aaron and Moses” (ExdD)6:According to midrash, Yocheved was born asssothe
Israelites arrived in Egypt, so she was over 130g/eld when she began giving birth to Miriam aratdX.

Yocheved “saw that he was goo#’{ 2%t™2) and therefore called him Tov. Miriam called hiraviah

(m2iw) to allude that he would be the redeemer of Isfthelugh of course only the LORD is the Redeemer of
Israel). Moses was “good” because he had a goad, wess humble, and was willing to serve the Jewisbple.

19
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26. When is Moses’ birthday?

27. After Yocheved could no longer hide Moses, whidtshe do? (2:2-4Y

28. What was Pharaoh’s daughter’s naffe?

29. What happened to baby Moses after he was fmuthie Nile? (2:5-95°

30. How old was Moses when he was officially addptg the princess? (2:18)
31. Why is it ironic that Moses was an adoptedqeiaf Egypt?”

32. How did God use Moses’ upbringing as a prirfcégypt to help Israel?

33. Why did Moses have a speech impedimé&ht?

% According to tradition Moses was born on Adarf The Hebrew year 2368 (1393 BCE) and is said t@tied
on his 120th birthday, Adar 7, 2488 (1273 BCE).&\ihtese dates are from the Seder Olam Rabbah.

She made an ark of reeds, caulked it with pisitmi{ar to Noah'’s ark), and placed her son instlee placed the
ark among the reeds so that it would not be caavwealy by strong currents, prayed to the LORD, autchpr
trust in God’s plan. Her daughter Miriam stood distance to see what would happen to her babyaéirot
According to tradition, it was the"éf Sivan when Moses was put into the water, wisdhe date of Shavuot.

We are not sure, though Jewish tradition calls‘Batya” (daughter of the LORD) to honor her ggraselyte.
The midrash says that when she went to bathe iNilbeshe was actually going to immerse hersefias of
her conversion... She is considered a sort of Egygtiatriarch” to the Jewish people.

The ark/basket floated toward a location wherar®bh's daughter was bathing, and the princessibadervant
fetch it for her. She then opened the ark, saw idbses, and identified him as a Hebrew. Miriam, wias
standing nearby, then offered to find a wet nuesdtfe child and ran to get her mother, who iroltycaas
offered a wage to nurse the child for the princess.

The midrash says that Yocheved nursed MosesAfonéhths and then brought him to Pharaoh'’s daughtem
that time on, Moses did not leave the palace, he ifere actually the princess’ son. The princaiedthe
child “Moses” because she drew him out (mashahi filee waters. Note that the name is in the actbreevof
the verb (not passive), prophetically indicatingtthloses would “draw” the Israelites out of Egypt.

Pharaoh had made elaborate plans to kill evetyré¥e boy by drowning in the Nile, but his own dategh
rescued Israel’s deliverer from the river so thattould grow up in Pharaoh’s own palace. The LORarged
that Pharaoh’s own nemesis would be raised inwuis lmousehold without understanding his identity.

Moses was raised in the royal court to learmihadities of leadership he would need to servesael’s great
national leader and spokesman. Having been raisBtidraoh’s house gave him the deportment to asltires
king in an appeal to let the Israelites returri® land of Canaan.

According to midrash (Shemot Rabbah 1:31), asrg young lad Moses was once seen throwing Phas ayuid
crown down to the ground. Upon learning of thipa@nt act of insolence, Pharaoh devised a testedf the
child understood the implications of his actions. tHerefore commanded that a platter with a piégmid and
a glowing piece of coal be brought before Moses@uéred the little boy to choose one. If Mosessehie
gold, it would imply that he understood its valaad therefore he would be killed. On the other h#rdoses
chose the burning coal, he would be spared singeasaunable to differentiate between gold and wigig
piece of coal. Moses began to reach out for thd gdlen an angel pushed his hand aside and he giétbe
coal instead. Moses then immediately put his harfds mouth, but that burned his lips and tongubastly that
he had a permanent speech impediment as a conseqlater, when God commissioned Moses to spetieto
children of Israel, he protested to the LORD thaiNas kevad peh - “heavy of mouth” and kevad lasttwaavy
of tongue,” and therefore unable to speak on beifdtlie LORD (Exod. 4:10).

27
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34. Why is the Exodus from Egypt so importafit?

35. Did Moses know that he was a Hebrew? (2°11)

36. Why did Moses kill the Egyptian officer? (2:12) *

37. Who were the two Hebrew men that Moses triegt¢oncile? (2:13-14Y

38. What did one of these men say to Moses thatechhim to fear? (2:14}

39. Where did Moses flee after he killed the Egypwfficer? (2:15%°

40. What was so unusual about the bush that M@sesand where did he see ?

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

The Exodus from Egypt led directly to the revielatof the Torah at Sinai (49 days later), whictelt
culminated in the revelation of the altar of sacef(i.e., the Tabernacle). The Israelites wereeatkd by the
blood of the lamb (a sacrifice thatecededhe giving of the law) and were then led to confrine meaning of
the sacrifice at the altar in the sanctuary.... @Gstlsaved the people and then revealed His ialgdards; the
culmination of the Torah was the revelation of plad¢tern of the Tabernacle, which expressed theeafiHis
love delivered to us through blood atonement... Ekedus is commemorated every year during Pasg&xed.
12:24-27; Num. 9:2-3; Deut. 16:1), is explicitly m@ned in the first of the Ten Commandments (Ex2),
and it is recalled on every Sabbath (Deut. 5:12-IBg festivals of Shavuot and Sukkot likewise defrom it,
the former recalling the giving of the Torah at&@iand the latter recalling God’s care as the Ezxagineration
journeyed from Egypt to the Promised Land... Indeedrly every commandment of the Torah (includhey
laws of the Tabernacle) may be traced back totthrg sf the Exodus. For the follower of Yeshua, Ehedus
prefigures and exemplifies the work of redemptioreg through the Messiah as the Lamb of God.

Yes. He still had a relationship with his reahfly, though he was highly esteemed and protecyeltiadopted
mother Batya. He led a sort of sheltered life atghlace, and when he finally was allowed to seetuntry, he
was appalled over the slavery imposed upon hischtetatives. A midrash says that he empathizeH thigm,
volunteered to work with them, etc., and even adduefore Pharaoh to give them a day of rest evergrsdays.
In this way Moses became a “man of the peopleh#olsraelites...

Moses understood that this officer had rapediife of one of the Hebrew taskmasters named Dativan, later
found out about the rape. The officer then repégi@oused Dathan in the hope that he would retafiatthat he
could be killed. When Moses saw the abuse, he dddim judge the matter and sentenced the officde&th.

The midrash says two brothers named Dathan aimamlwho were arguing about the bill of divorcettha
Dathan wanted to give to his wife after she hadhlulefiled by the Egyptian officer. Note that Todgscribes
the one who “lifted his hand” to strike the otheneicked, even though he did not actually strikedther,
which teaches that threatening behavior is wicledell.

The man in the wrong threatened to inform on Masgd to expose that he was a Hebrew sympathizketo
Egyptian authorities. This caused Moses to despairthe Israelites did not deserve to be delivarfest all —
that their slavery was in a sense justified.... 88self-appointed role as a deliverer of the Jewwmsople was
shaken and therefore he began to fear...

Apparently Dathan and Abiram followed throughhwiibeir threat and informed on Moses. After therRba
understood what had happened, Moses had no chai¢e fiee to the land of Midian to escape beirtp#i
Moses saw a thornbush on fire but not burned hipevine tended his father-in-law’s flock in the ddgegion
near Mount Horeb (i.e., Mount Sinai). When he wterinvestigate, he heard the Angel of the LORD Ekpen
from the midst of the fire saying, “Come, | willrekyou to Pharaoh that you may bring my peoplectiilelren
of Israel, out of Egypt” (Exod. 3:1-10).
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Note: Because of time constraints, our Table Tatkseat this point.
Please see the discussion questions that follow...
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Discussion Topics:

1. Inthis Torah portion, we read how the midwide$iberately defied the king’s orders and
even lied to him when they were questioned. We iedad how Moses’ mother disobeyed
the king’s edict to murder baby boys by hiding sen in the bulrushes. Other examples
of God’s servants disobeying the law of the lardude the following:

Rahab’s refusal to expose the Israeli spieh(2-4)

Obadiah’s defiance of King Ahaz’s order to Kilé prophets (1 Kings 18:4,13)
King Saul’s servants refusal to murder the prdsmelech (1 Sam. 22:16-17)
Daniel’s refusal to obey the king’s order taaaf from praying (Dan. 6:10)
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s refusal tatboe image (Dan. 3:12-30)
Esther’s disobedience to the edict of Ahasuéfssher 4:16)

John the Baptist’s refusal to stop criticizingrbld Antipas (Mark 6:17)
Yeshua’s refusal to answer Herod’s question&€l28:8-9)

Simon Peter’s refusal to stop preaching (Ac9541-42)

Peter’s “escape” from prison by the hand of aged (Acts 12:1-12)

T Ss@meoooTw

In general, Christians are commanded to obey thergment (Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:13-
17), though the examples listed above indicateethes times when we should not do so.
What criteria do you think should be used to desudeh cases? In the examples cited
here, what characteristic(s) do you think eachhesé people had in common?

2. Pikuach Nefesluwz: mp-s, “saving of human life”) is regarded as a more famental
obligation than nearly all other commandments givetne Torah. “To save one life is as
if one saved the whole world” (Talmud, Sanhedria)3For example, the laws of
Shabbat or any of the holidays may be “broken’tii@r sake of pikuach nefesh. There
are some laws, however, that may never be violatesh for the sake of saving a life.
These primarily include denying God’s Nanedi(lul Hashen), murdering someone, or
engaging in forbidden sexual relationships. Do lyaue a hierarchy of values that you
live by? Which commandment(s) do you believe takeripy over others?

3. In this portion the LORD describes His Name la&M WHO | AM” (i.e., ehyeh asher
ehyeh:mx ~ux mnx). God then went on to further explain the meamhblis Name
through a series of relationships: “Say this togheple of Israel, ‘The LORD (™),
[namely] the God of your fathers, [namely] the GddAbraham gax *75%), [namely] the
God of IsaacHy® *7%), and [namely] the God of Jacatpg> *75x1), has sent me to you.’
This is my name forever$y> mw-nr), and thus | am to be remembered throughout all
generations” (Exod. 3:14-15). How does the faat the LORD $) repeatedly identifies
Himself as “the God of Israel>§-- ") affect your understanding of who He is?

4. What do you think was the deeper purpose oélsrhondage in Egypt? Why was Egypt
regarded as a sort of “womb” for the nation of é?a(see Gen. 15:12-14)
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5. We know very little about Moses’ early life aprance of Egypt. According to Acts 7:23-
24, Moses was 40 years old when he killed the Egygaskmaster and fled for Midian.
How much influence do you think Egypt had over Moshkinking? Why do you think he
began to identify himself as a Jew during his ageérs? Do you think he sensed his
destiny to be a “prince and a judge” over Israébhehe was forced to flee to Midian?

6. According to the sages of the Talmud, when Gatructed Moses to remove his shoes
from his feet because the place he was standindialggground(z>-rx), this was to
show him that the path is always full of thorns aocks. In other words, the leader of a
nation must be sensitive to the emotions and ghatshis people experience. Do you
agree or disagree with the sages’ opinion?

7. After Moses fled to Midian, he met and marriedpgorah, the daughter of a Midianite
(i.e., Gentile) priest named Yitro (Exod. 2:16-ZIhey had a son nam&krshom(from
ger (3), “stranger” andsham(zv), “there”). Moses then spent the next 40 years in
Midian tending his father-in-law’s sheep. A midrastys that Moses was chosen to lead
the Israelites because of his kindness to aniridsle he was tending the flock of Yitro
in the wilderness, a little kid escaped from hine. tdn after it until he found it in a shady
place, where he saw a pool of water from whichkibdenad stopped to drink. When
Moses approached it, he said: ‘I did not know #wat ran away because of thirst; you
must be weary.” So he placed the kid on his sheslded walked away. Thereupon God
said: “Because you showed mercy in leading thekflifca mortal, thou wilt assuredly
tend my flock Israel” (Shemot Rabbah 2:2). Why da yhink so many of God'’s leaders
were shepherds? Why did Yeshua call himself thect{3Shepherd?”

8. Moses’ position as leader of Israel was notdigaey. His chosen successor was Joshua,
son of Nun (an Ephraimite), rather than his firstbgon Gershom (Deut. 34:9). As
important as Moses was to the Israelites, it iardleat God alone redeemed Israel. Indeed,
the traditional text of the Passover Haggadah doesven mention Moses’ name!

9. Aaron served as Moses’ spokesman (Exod. 4:10ab@)according to Jewish tradition, it
was Aaron who performed the signs for the eldelsraiel before they went to Pharaoh
(Exod. 4:30). And contrary to Hollywood renditiookthe story of the Exodus, it was also
Aaron -not Moses who cast down the staff that became a snaked®&foaraoh (Exod.
7:10-12), and it was also Aaron who held out hadf sturing the first three plagues against
Egypt (Exod. 7:19-20; 8:5-6; 8:16-17).

For Next Week:

* Read parashata’era (i.e., Exodus 6:2-9:35)
* Read the Haftarah (Ezekiel 28:25-29:21)
* Read the New Testament (Rom. 9:14-33)
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