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+ Parashah: Miketz (72122, “at the end of”)
« Chapters: Genesis 41:1-44:17
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Synopsis

Last week’s Torah portion (i.e., Vayeshev) reldted Joseph, the favored son of Israel, was
cruelly sold into slavery by his jealous brotheys 20 pieces of silver. However, the LORD was
with him, and soon he was promoted to be the sugmref his master’'s household! When Joseph
steadfastly turned away from the seduction of haster’s wife, however, he was unjustly thrown
into prison, though Potiphar soon promoted himelpimanage the jail. After successfully
interpreting the dream of Pharaoh’s imprisoned vgitesvard, Joseph hoped to be released from his
unjust imprisonment, but the steward forgot to mapeeal for him before the Pharaoh.

Two years after the wine steward was freed froregori Pharaoh had two unusual dreams (in one,
seven lean cows devoured seven well-fed cows gyeained lean; in the other, seven thin ears of
grain swallowed seven full ears, yet remained thimaraoh was disturbed and called for his
magicians and wise men to explain their signifiegrmt none of them could do so. Then the wine
steward remembered how Joseph had correctly ietegbhis dream two years ago and promptly
told Pharaoh, who hastily summoned Joseph to afyedare him. Joseph had been in prison for 12
years, but the time had finally arrived for himfwdfill the dreams given to him as a young man.

When Joseph was told Pharaoh’s two dreams, heisggléhat Egypt would experience seven
prosperous years, followed by seven years of farftireerepetition of the dreams meant that the
matter was certain and the seven years were imminkseph further recommended that a wise
person be appointed to administer the land aneé $vod for the coming years of trouble.

Pharaoh was greatly impressed with Joseph’s &sildnd immediately appointed him as viceroy to
oversee the entire project. He conferred upon harrdyal signet ring, adorned him in fine
garments, and placed him on the viceroy’'s chaHetalso gave Joseph an Egyptian name (Tsafnat
Pane’ach - “Decipherer of Secrets”) and the daugiftan Egyptian priest named Asenath as his
wife. Overnight Joseph was taken from the dungeralted to the right hand of Pharaoh, and
given a Gentile bride. He was 30 years old atithe of his rise to power.

During the next seven years, Joseph amassed adaimenof food in the store houses across
Egypt. However, just as he foretold, the sevens/efamine began. Joseph then opened the
storehouses and sold food supplies to the Egyptidresneighboring regions also suffered from the
worldwide famine, and their inhabitants came to@dy purchase food.
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Because of the famine, Jacob sent all of his sexseft Benjamin, the sole survivor of his beloved
wife Rachel) down to Egypt to buy food. Since Jbseps the governor of the land in charge of the
food distribution, Jacob’s sons came and bowed sleéras before him “with their faces to the
ground.” Joseph immediately recognized them (lotitvice versa), and accused them of being
“spies.” The brothers denied the charge, explaitiveg family background, and insisted that they
were in Egypt merely to buy food. Joseph then mdi¢hem to bring back their brother Benjamin
in order to “prove” their story, and after imprisog them for three days, released 9 of the 10
brothers (holding Simeon “hostage”) until they wabldter return with Benjamin. The brothers then
remembered their treatment of Joseph and attridbdcurrent troubles to their abuse of him.
Unknown to them (since they were unaware that lterstood their native tongue of Hebrew),
Joseph understood their displayjteshuvahwalked away and quietly wept.

Before the brothers departed back to the land ob@a, Joseph secretly instructed his servants to
return their money inside their sacks of grain.t@@mway back home, the brothers discovered the
money and feared that they would be accused dirggdle grain. When they arrived home, they
told the entire ordeal to Jacob, who (despite Shiselostage status) flatly refused to let Benjamin
make the return trip to Egypt with them.

However, after their supply of grain finally rantpReuben appealed to Jacob to bear responsibility
for Benjamin, though he was rebuffed (doubtlesslgaduse of his previous incestuous union with
Bilhah, Rachel’'s handmaiden and the mother of DehNaphtali). When the conditions became
insufferable, however, Judah approached his fathérswore to take personal and eternal
responsibility for the welfare of Benjamin. Uporahi@g Judah’s promise, Jacob finally relented
and allowed him to go with the other brothers backgypt.

When they finally returned to Egypt, the brotheesevofficially escorted to Joseph’s house by
Egyptian guards, where they presented a gift fioair father and again bowed down before him.
Joseph then hosted a feast and had the broth@nstst order of their birth - much to their
amazement. He also served Benjamin five timesdbe bf the other brothers!

The morning after the feast, as the brothers weting ready to return to Canaan, Joseph devised a
final test for his brothers by ordering his sergaitonce again fill their sacks with their money -

but to carefully hide Joseph’s silver “divinatiogdblet in Benjamin’s sack. After the brothers left
for home, they were soon overtaken and confronyegbbeph’s steward and his guards, who
(following Joseph’s script) accused them of stepthre goblet. They (again) protested their
innocence and agreed to be searched, but the gadefiound in Benjamin’s sack. The brothers

then tore their clothes in grief and returned t&kenappeal to Joseph, where they once again fell to
the ground before him and confessed their guilbteesod (thus indicating trueshuvah The

portion ends as Judah offered himself and his krestto be slaves in place of Benjamin, but Joseph
refused and insisted that only Benjamin would béeraslave for the “crime.”
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Parashah Questions

1.

© N o g A W b

9.

What doesniketz(yp1) mean? (Gen. 41:1)

Why did Joseph have to stay two more yearsigop®?

What was Pharaoh’s first dream? (41:£-4)

What was Pharaoh’s second dream? (41%5-7)

Who were the magicians of Egypt?
Could the magicians interpret Pharaoh’s dredms?
When did the chief wine steward remember hisise to Joseph? (41:9-13)

According to Jewish tradition, when was Josegpased from the dungeon to appear
before the king of Egypt®?

What did Joseph say to Pharaoh about the paarterpret dreams? (41:15-16)

10. How did Pharaoh test Joseph'’s claith?

10

The wordmiketzmeans “from” {1) and “the end”y(?), which can be translated as “from the end” orthatend
of,” referring contextually to the two years aftehich Joseph interpreted the dreams of the chieéand wine
steward, but referring prophetically asharit hayamimthe “end of days,” when Yeshua will be revealethi
Jewish people during times of tribulation and testalledchevelei Mashiackmuni *52r) - the “birth pangs

of the Messiah.” -

Joseph had to stay another two years becauseénbesteward “forgot” about him and therefore fdite bring

up his case before Pharaoh. According to midrastalse Joseph hawlice appealed to the steward to speak to
Pharaoh on his behalf, he was punished for trugtimgan rather than God, one extra year per request
According to another interpretation, the Torah refe the extra time as “two years of days” to sggghat
Joseph suffered willingly and therefore the timemss as if it were a few days.

Pharaoh dreamed he saw seven plump and attractive come up out of the Nile River to feed inithed
grasses, but then seven skinny cows came out Mittend devoured them.

Pharaoh saw seven thin heads of grain of growngver seven healthy heads, as if they swallowethtup.

These were necromancers who practiced usingifieers and enchantments to predict the future. Hilerew
word chartot®thm) refers to scribes of some kind, or engraversicimtations.

No, they stood there dumbfounded. Some say hieaPharaoh tested them to see if they could telldath the
dream and its interpretation, similar to Nebuchada€gs test of the magicians, astrologers, sorsgasd the
wise men of the Chaldeans.

Because the magicians failed the test, Pharautkrsged them to death, and this “jarred” the menobithe wine
steward regarding his own experience in prison wleseph successfully interpreted his dream.

Joseph left on Rosh Hashanah, 2230 (Sept. 22, BE6. The seven year cycles would begin laterisaN —
after the birth of Joseph’s sons (41:50).

Joseph gave glory to God by saying dream int&apos was a gift from heaven, not a result ofdws1 wisdom.
The “Jewish heart,” circumcised by the Spirit, tesd‘one who is praised by God- not by men” (Ror@9p
Pharaoh changed the description of his dreamJaseph corrected him, “No, that is not what yceadred.”
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11. How did Joseph interpret these dreams? (412263
12. In light of Pharaoh’s dreams, what did Josemommend? (41:33-363
13. Why did God decree the seven years of famina Egypt?"®

14. Why was the king so impressed with Josephhibaegarded him as the wisest of all
men and decided to immediately appoint him as @eeref all Eqypt? (41:39-40§

15. How did Pharaoh honor Joseph? (41:41*22)

16. What was so unusual about the way Pharaoh éddaseph by having him ride in
the royal chariot? (41:43}

17. What new name did Pharaoh give Joseph? (41%45)

18. How old was Joseph when he ascended to powers)*®

™ There is a difficulty here. Pharaoh first saw fdtecows and then the skinny ones, but Joseptsfiske of the

seven lean years (41:27) and then he spoke ottfensyears of plenty (41:29). Why did he revehsedrder?
At any rate, Joseph said the dreams meant the tsange There would be seven good years with pleitipod,
followed by seven bad years with so little foodtttiee seven good years would be forgotten.

He recommended that Pharaoh select a “disceamidgvise man” to be set over the land of Egypufmesvise
overseers to collect 17%f the harvests of the land during the seven fflérnytears. These would be kept in
storage under the authority of Pharaoh for footthénseven years of famine.

God promised Abraham that Israel would be enslavdgypt, but afterward they would leave withajre
wealth. When Joseph arrived in Egypt, however gi$ & very poor country and therefore God decresdath
worldwide famine would arise so that Egypt wouldj@ice the wealth of the nations by selling its stbgrains.
Of course, Joseph was responsible for Egypt's Wealind well as for the survival of the Egyptiarend during
the Exodus, the debt owed from Egypt was “colletiydGod.

After Joseph interpreted the dreams, the midnastPharaoh questioning Joseph: “How do | knowareu
telling the truth?” Joseph replied, “I will give ya@ sign: at this moment, your wife is going irabdr and will
give birth to your firstborn. The child will be @, but shortly after he is born, he will die.” Ason as he
finished saying this, a messenger came to Pharadpravately told him this very thing had happenefharaoh
soon became in awe over Joseph’s power of propdmedyut him in charge of the entire country. We may
suppose that Joseph’s ascension was a miraclert af Sresurrection” to the right hand of the paved high
here, since the king essentially gave him dictat@uthority over all the world.

Pharaoh gave him his royal signet ring and doebga with the finest garments of Egypt. Then leeced a gold
chain around his neck, thereby investing him withduthority as the viceroy of Egypt. This pictsref course,
the elevation of the son of God after his timeudfexing.

The second chariot (i.e., merkavah) usually mdagside Pharaoh himself. The royal criers walkefdont of
Joseph sayin@vrekh!(7728), meaning “bow the knee!” (from the rdo¢rekh knee). In other words, every
knee would bow before Joseph in his elevation ¢oripht hand of the power on high... (Phil. 2:10nR 14:11).
The name Tzafnat Pane’achi2 ni2x) is thought to mean “Revealer of Secrets” (friafun “hidden” (as the
Afikomen step in the Seder) agdfna nach“easily reveals”). See Rev. 19:12 regarding tlaenll of Yeshua.
He was thirty years old.
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19. Who was Asenath?
20. Who were the two sons of Joseph and Asenath3042)%°
21. Why did Joseph want to forget his father’s @35

22. Why did Jacob send his sons to Egypt? (42%£-4) ﬂu bA e
TIave Mas;as

23. Why did Jacob refuse to send Benjamin withather brothers?’

24. How did Joseph treat his brothers after theyect Egypt to get food??

25. How did Joseph demand the brothers to veriir Story? (42:13§°

26. Who was the brother than remained in custodg24)°

27. Who was the “interpreter” of Hebrew for Josep.23)%’

19 Asenath was the daughter of a priest of On (Plira) who was appointed to be Joseph’s wife byaeha

Jewish tradition claims Asenath was the daught®in&h who was later adopted by Potiphar (who hexbime
a monk after he threw Joseph into the prison andrdéd his wife). All this to preserve Jewish etbeatricism!

Joseph’s sons were namddnasseljwi?], “causing to forget” — “Godhas made me forg€bw) all my
hardship and all my father’s house”; a-Tﬂpihraim[z:?jsg_c], “fruitful” - God has made me fruitfut72:m, fr.

"112) in the land of my misfortune. These two were boeforethe famine began (41:50). After he was reunited
with Joseph in Egypt, Jacob adopted Ephraim andalékserh as full sons of Israel.

Perhaps because of his earlier betrayal, anthge is a question as to why he didn’t “phone hoimat least
let his grieving father know that he was still aliv Or did Joseph blame his father for his broghestrayal?

The famine had devastated the land of Canaatheni@mily needed food, of course. But what isriegéing is
that Jacob sent all the brothers at once (excef@dajamin), instead of his servants or one broter time.
Why did Jacob do this? Did he have a prophetic miaring of the future here? After all, surely Jacetalled
Abraham'’s vision of the 400 year bondage in Eggptdme... The sages say that as dictator of Eggpeph
made special regulations to keep people from hogritiie grains (or wholesaling and reselling thefirst, no
slave could purchase food (rules out the brothesiants); second, only one donkey per househuoldsr
permitted to carry food (explains why all ten berthwere sent); and third, before anyone coulddsain, he
must register — giving his name, name of his fathed other family information (this explains timéeirrogation
of the brothers later). Joseph did all this by gesbecause he foresaw the brothers would comegthbe was
unsure how he would “catch them in his net,” siheeset up several food distribution centers in Egyp

He was afraid of what might happen to him — iatlitg that the wound over the loss of Joseph whéresh in
his mind and heatrt.

Joseph recognized his brothers, but they didewmignize him... He spoke roughly to them: “Wheweydu
come from?” Joseph treated them as strangers, ettiism of being spies (mergalim). According to nausth,
Joseph gazed into his divining cup and pretendepb toto a trance” “Through my spell, | see thati e spies,
that you once destroyed the great city of Sheclaewh that you also once sold your own brother daves.”

He arrested them and ordered that one of themldhe sent back to Canaan to fetch Benjamin aimd thim
back to corroborate the story. He then put theprison for three days, afterwards, he softene@pggoach and
said that only one of the brothers would be imprézband the other nine could go — so that fooddcbel
brought their starving households, if they weresied speaking the truth.

Simeon was chosen because he was the one wholbseph into the pit (Rashi). “He took Simeon frivem
and bound him before their eyes.”

Joseph’s son Manasseh was the interpreter assvile steward who put the money back in the sacks
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28. Who was the brother who discovered the moneyiwhis sack? (42:27§

29. After the brothers returned to Canaan and engiiatheir predicament to their Jacob
their father, what did he say? (42:29-3%)

30. Who first tried to convince Jacob to let Berjjameturn to Egypt? (42:37-3§)
31. Who later succeeded in persuading Jacob Belejamin return? (43:1-16§
32. Why did Jacob appeal to El Shaddai to showaggitshe family? (43:14Y

33. When the brothers returned to Egypt with Beitjamhat did Joseph d&?

34. What did Joseph instruct his steward (Manadsetip before the brothers
returned to Canaan? (44:4-8)

35. What did the brothers say after they were tgdelsy the steward? (44:9)
36. Who interceded on behalf of the brothers tepgh8 (44:165°

Discussion Topics:

1. Miketz means “at the end of” and is therefor@utyht to prefigure the End of
Days @charit ha-yamim How does Joseph picture Yeshua during the psopte
End of Days?

% According to Rashi, citing midrash, it was Lewho was a regular accomplice to Simeon.

Jacob told them they were making his chiIdIésstg)... No more Joseph, no more Simeon, and now thoaydv
take Benjamin, the sole survivor of his relatiopshith Rachel. Jacob regarded himself as “chikilégcause
of the prophecy that he would have 12 sons. Thitaixs why the loss of Joseph was an ongoing safrce
trauma for him, too, since it suggested that Gpts had failed and that he had somehow lost thgsbig....
Reuben offered to exchange two of his four sarexchange for the loss of Benjamin (46:9) — omeBfenjamin
and the other for Simeon. Jacob, however, ignonex robably because of the dishonor Reuben shdivad
earlier when he violated his marriage with Bilhah.

Judah offered to bear the blame forever if anynhgame to Benjamin. His pledge was enough forldaco

El Shaddai'tii ©8) referred to God as the sustainer of the famiilg, ®ne who nurtured the family and
promised Abraham and Isaac a multitude of desceaad@ome of the sages say that Shaddai comesdfagm
meaning “enough!” (dayenu). “May He who said “enbutp the world say “enough” to my troubles.”
Joseph served them a feast and pretended tasudwination cup to place them in the order ofittérth. He
also gave Benjamin a portion five times greaten ttie others!

He instructed him to “set up” Benjamin as a thigfplacing his divination goblet in his sack.

They stated that whoever took the goblet wouldtibed and the others made slaves.

Judah offered that all the brothers would becslages to Joseph, though Joseph stated that onjamm
would become his slave, since he was the one wduk™tthe divination cup.

29
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2. How is Joseph a picture of Yeshua the Messiah?

o He was a shepherd, deeply beloved and anointedsldgther, who sent on a mission
to seek the welfare of his brothers. He was a deeamd a “decipherer of secrets,”
who was hated by his brothers, who refused to belie him, conspired to kill him,
stripped him of his robe, threw him into a pit, dvetrayed him for a few pieces of
silver... He was raised from the pit, howeverefiliwith the Spirit of God, and made
overseer of all of the world. He ascended fromaz@lof death to the “right hand of
the majesty on high,” crowned with glory and horimfore whom “every knee
would bow.” He was given a Gentile bride and bec#med'bread of life” and savior
to the entire world. He later revealed his truentdg to his brothers during a time of
great tribulation and was regarded as alive froenddad by his father, who regarded
him as the redeemer of Israel.

Just as Joseph was finally revealed to the Jevesplp as a Messiah and Savior
(though they had initially betrayed him and rejeldiém), so will the Jewish people
come to see that Jesus (Yeshua) is the promisddildlashiach and the Savior of
the world. Meanwhile, “Jesus” remains a “disguigggyptian...”

3. Joseph was 17 when he was sold into slaveryasewith Potiphar for 1 year; he
was in prison for 12 years, and he was 30 whendseemade governor of Egypt.
If he had been away from his father for 22 yeatal tthen that leaves 9 years
when he was governor of Egypt before he was redimith his father. How
could Joseph have allowed his father to mourn loinsd long? Why didn’t
Joseph “phone home” after he was released frormpiis Egypt?

« Nachmanides states that Joseph regarded his desgorappheciesin his first dream,
his eleven brothers were bowing down to him; indbeond, his father was included
too. Joseph concluded that the first dream musedlezed in its entirety before the
second one would be fulfilled. Had he sent a messagacob, he certainly would
have come to see him immediately - and the secoeahdwould have come true
before the first. He therefore waited until aftkredeven of his brothers had come to
him before revealing his identity to his brotheasd to his father).

- Some scholars say that Joseph was concerned tda@dd punish his brothers for
selling him. He therefore wanted to ensure that tepented By definition,
repentancetéshuvahis demonstrated when the transgressor finds Hiinmsthe
same situation as when he was tempted to sin ifirthiglace, but this time chooses
not to sin. When Joseph saw that their repentamsecamplete he revealed himself
and told the brothers to let Jacob know that hestilsalive. Had Joseph let his
father know earlier that he was still alive, histhiers would never have had the
opportunity to undergo teshuvah.

For Next Week:
» Read Parashatayigash (i.e., Genesis 44:18-47:27)
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