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The Surpassing Glory...

Paul's Midrash of the Veil of Moses

by John J. Parsons

This week’s reading from thdew Testamer{R Cor. 3:1-18) concerns the Apostle Paul's
“midrash” or commentary on the events surroundinggdiimax of the Sinai experience,
namely, the giving of the Ten Commandments to Molsesrder to establish his

apostolic authority to the Corinthians, Paul argtred the veil worn over Moses’ face
concealed the “end of the law” (i.e., its eventfablishment), since eternal righteousness
would be given in the New Covenant, as was forevgithe prophets and fulfilled by
Yeshua the Messiah. In order to see how Paul mizdsake, we first need to review the
original account in Exodus and then consider Padiaments in light of that narrative.

So first let’s review the giving of the tabletsSahai and then we will consider the
application of Paul's midrash to the Corinthians...

The Tablets at Sinai

As our Torah portion this week (Ki Tisa) relatespdés was up on Sinai, receiving the
final instructions for building the portable sarenty (i.e., the Tabernacle). Betzalel and
Oholiav were named the chief artisans for the lngighroject, and God reminded Moses
to observe the Sabbath day. After this, God gaveddahe Tablets of the Ten
Commandments: “And he gave to Moses, when he h&héd speaking with him on
Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, éablof stone, written with the finger of
God” (Exod. 31:18).

All seems well at this point until we read the dolling verse: “When the people saw that
Moses waslelayed(vwa) to come down from the mountain, they gatheredhgeves
together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make ussgeto shall go before us. As for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the larieigypt, we do not know what has
become of him” (Exod. 32:1-2). What follows is @hecount othet ha’egelthe

“original sin” of the Jewish people (32:1-6). Dugithis national tragedy, the people
attempted to establish a counterfeit religion tmlguhem. First, while they “waited in the
camp” as God’s newly redeemed people, they coekegedn - the great leader of Israel
who was Moses’ mouthpiece before Pharaoh - to e@aidol (i.e.egel masekhaltmoon
S, or a “molten calf”). They must have reasoned #raidol made by the hand of
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someone of the stature of Aaron would lend creithttib their pretense of having faith in
the LORD. It is worth noting that it wdke people not Aaron - who said, “these are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Efyp2:4). Aaron, however,
“fashioned the calf with a graving tool,” built aftar before it, and made a proclamation
that the following day would be a “feast to the LDRThe midrash states that Aaron did
this to buy time, since he believed that Moses @aeturn by the following day. The
next morning, however, Moses still had not returreed! the people clamored to offer
“peace offerings” upon the altar. They ate and kirand then “rose up to play” (32:6).

The Shattered Tablets...

While all this was happening at the foot of the mtain, the LORD informed Moses of
the people’s betrayal and threatened to annihitegm (32:7-10). Moses immediately
made three appeals to the LORD on behalf of IsFaedt he appealed to God’s program
of salvation itself (32:11); then he appealed t@'Goeputation among the nations
(32:12), and finally he appealed to God’s promisasle to the patriarchs (32:13).
Because of Moses’ three appeals, the LORD “repértexthan), or turned away, from
his plan to utterly destroy the Israelites (32:14).

Moses then descended the mountain with the twetsbF testimonyriyi nr% ) in

his hands, which the Torah adds, were “tabletgevribn both sides; on the front and on
the back they were written; the tablets were “theknof God” @+75% nippr), and the
writing was “the writing of God”f*ni>% aman), engraved on the tablets” (32:15-16).
When Moses saw the calf and the dancing, howeeesptashed these precious tablets in
anger (32:19). (The midrash states that Moses lactirapped the tablets because the
glory had departed from Israel and they suddentaime too heavy to hold.) Moses then
took the idol they had made and burned it with, fip@und it to powder, and threw its
dust into water which he made the people drinkd@R:He then confronted his brother
Aaron who explained he was attempting to pacifygbeple and to buy some time before
Moses returned (the sages note that Aaron wasdegas innocent of this crime as
evidenced by his later appointment as the firshHrgest of Israel). When Moses saw
the nakedness and unrestraint of the people caongnbowever, he stood at the gate of
the camp and rallied for all those who were logaihte LORD to come over to him. The
entire tribe of Levi surrounded him and Moses ceddhem to execute the instigators of
the idolatry. The Torah adds that because of thgalty, the Levites were to be ordained
as ministers in the Tabernacle (32:25-29). AccagydanJewish tradition, Moses smashed
the tablets on Tammuz 17, a date that later mdik#loer tragedy for the Jewish people
(for more on this date, see the Hebrew4Christiagis site).
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The Intercession of Moses

The following day Moses said to the people, “Youdrainned a great sin. And now |
will go up to the LORD; perhaps | can make atonenfieapparah) for your sin” (32:30).
According to Jewish tradition, Moses ascended thantain and remained there for
another forty days and nights (i.e., from Tammua@8l Av 29). Upon the mountain
Moses confessed the sin of the people and askddR® for forgiveness. He even
offered to die on behalf of the people: “If you Mibt forgive their sin, blot me out of the
book that you have written” (32:32). The LORD replithat all who sinned against Him
would be “blotted out of his book,” and He thentsgplague that destroyed those who
were not judged by the Levites earlier. God thamt 8/1oses back down and was told to
lead the people away from Sinai back to the prodhiged. God would send His angel
before the people, though He Himself would not igotheir midst” (33:1-3). “Go up to a
land flowing with milk and honey -- but | will n@o up among you, lest | consume you
on the way, for you aram k’she ore{v-nupay) - a stiff-necked people” (33:3). The
LORD continued, “Say to the Israelite people, ‘Yare a stiff-necked people. If | were to
go in your midst for one moment, | would destroyiyblow, then, leave off your finery,
and | will consider what to do to you’ (33:5). Ither words, the “Tabernacle project”
was called off and God would not dwell among thegbe... When the people heard this
they mourned and removed their finery (33:6). Mdkes returned to his tent, which was
situated far away from the camp, and there thaill Cloud {1 <my) descended to
meet with him “panim el panim&(z->% oue), an idiom that means personally, “as a
man speaks to his friend” (33:11). It should beeddhat panim el panim does not
literally mean “face to face,” since the narratigter states that no one can see God’s
face and live to tell about it (33:20).

During what I've called the “passion of Moses” (Eix&3:12-19), the word gracgrX
occurs no less than six times. Moses’ appeal fai'$sgrace was followed by his request
for the revelation of the LORD’s glory (33:18). Th®RD agreed to reveal His glory to
Moses, though Moses would be unable to see His fammeman shall not see me and
live” (33:20; cp. John 1:18; 1 John 4:12). Mosegessful intercession had touched
God's heart, causing Him to change from a moderaft udgment (hiddat ha-dif to

one of mercy and forgivenessifldat ha-rachamim This was a “gospel” moment at
Sinai.... The Glory of the LORD is found in His NarMHVH (m), the Compassionate
Savior and Redeemer of Israel.
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A Second Set of Tablets

The LORD then told Moses to carve a new set oktaldnd to meet him on the top of
Mount Sinai the following day (34:1-4). According dewish tradition, this was on Elul 1
(i.e., Rosh Chodesh Elul). The shofar was soundddcha announcement went out
through the camp that Moses was going back tovea@second set of tablets. The
people began to fervently pray for forgiveness. TOG&D then descended in the cloud
“and stood with him there’c¢ iny 2z°nm), as He called out the Name of the LORD
(34:5). “The LORD passed before him and proclaimi€de LORD, the LORD, a God
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and aboundirgjeadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgivingurty and transgression and sin, but
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting timquity of the fathers on the children
and the children’s children, to the third and tberth generation” (34:6-7). Upon hearing
this, Moses bowed his head and worshipped, andhteesaid, “If now | have found grace
(1m) in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord gdhie midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked
people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, atke t#s for your inheritance” (34:9).
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“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children,
to the third and the fourth generation.”

The LORD then renewed the covenant with Moses aitf] Behold, | am ‘cutting a
covenant’ gz n1). Before all your people | will do marvels, suchteve not been
created in all the earth or in any nation. Andla people among whom you are shall see
the work of the LORDm myn), for it is an awesome thing that | will do witby’
(34:10). God then said he would drive out the metibefore the Israelites and warned
them to make no covenants with them. The Jews teesar down their pagan altars and
destroy their Asherah poles. “For the LORD, who aasitJealous’s¢u x3p mm °2), is a
jealous God” (34:14). The people were to abstamfany form of idolatry (34:17) and
keep the prescribed festivals and Sabbath day$§328).
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Moses was then instructed to write these words daswterms of the (renewed) covenant
(34:27). “So he was there with the LORD forty daysl forty nights. He neither ate
bread nor drank water. And he (i.e., God) wrotéhmntablets the words of the covenant,
the Ten Commandments” (34:28; cp. 34:1). Accordandewish tradition, during these
forty days - from Elul 1 to Yom Kippur - the shofaas blown every day to remind the
people to pray for Moses and for Israel.

Moses’ Veiled Face

When Moses finally came down from Mount Sinai ville second set of tablets, he did
not know that “the skin of his face shomez(1iv 17p) because he had been talking with
God” (34:29). (Incidentally, the verb translatetiése” here ikaran (17p), which was
mistranslated by Jerome (i.e., author of the L¥titgate) as a form of the nodkeren
which means a “horn.” So rather than meaning, it eays” (i.e., shine), Jerome
understood it to mean “to grow horng€b¢nutg, and this explains why various artists
rendered Moses with “horns” jutting out of his hgaWhen the people saw him,
however, they drew back in fear, but Moses caltesht over and reassured them. He
then reported all that the LORD had commanded wielgvas on Mount Sinai (34:30-
32). “And when Moses had finished speaking witmthie put a veil (i.emasvehmorn)
over his face” (34:33). Thereafter it became Mogeattice that whenever he went to
speak “before the LORDfm "25), he would remove the veil, but whenever he would
speak to the people, he would put the veil back3dr34-35). Note that according to
Bachya, Moses would remove the veil when he dedide@ommandments from the
LORD to the people, and when he was finished spgatki them, he would place the vell
back over his face (34:35). According to midrable, tadiance on Moses’ face was a
reflection of the Divine Light God created on tlmstfday - a light that was 60,075 times
brighter than the sun.

According to Me’am Le’oz, the people were afraidto radiance from Moses’ face
because of their sin with the idol. Earlier they Is@en the divine Glory as a Pillar of
Cloud by day and a Pillar of Fire by night, andytesre not afraid. At the Sea of Reeds,
after God destroyed the Egyptian army, the pecghg s‘This is my God, and | will
enshrine Him (Exod. 15:2), indicating their reveargnawe but not terror. However, after
the sin of the Golden Calf, the people were aftaibok at the radiance of Moses’ face.

In Jewish tradition, the veil was worn for the sakéloses’humility. Moses was
described as “the humblest man who ever lived” (NLEn3), and therefore the veil was
used to disguise his honor before the people. Mdiskesot want the people to think there
was anything special about him, and that is whyeleoved the veil when he taught the
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Torah to the people. The people would then asshatehe radiance was the result of
God’s Torah, and not from any supposed merit oblia. According to the sages, Moses
retained this radiance until the day he died, @swtritten: “His radiance did not diminish
and his juices did not leave him” (Deut. 34:7).

Paul’s Midrash of the Veil

As | mentioned at the beginning of this entry, Apostle Paul argued that the veil Moses
wore after receiving the second set of the Ten Canmdments concealed the “end of the
law” (i.e., its eventually abolishment), since abglrighteousness would be given in the
New Covenant-zn n1z2) as was foretold by the prophets and fulfilled¥®shua the
Messiah. In other words, the veil was intendedctmvér up” the original glory of Sinai
(represented by the first set of tablets) whil® a&igntaining the future glory of ...

By way of background, it should be noted that Rawlte his second letter to the
Corinthians primarily to establish his authorityaaBue messenger of God and the
Messiah. Apparently Paul’s critics at Corinth hadrged that he was not a genuine
apostle, since he had altered his plans to visib§sembly sometime after his first letter
was delivered. Paul defended his decision anddktempted to explain the nature of true
apostleship.

“For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’'sdydut as men of sincerity, as
commissioned by God, in the sight of God we spadké Messiah. Are we starting to
recommend ourselves again? Or do we, like somel, letters of recommendation either
to you or from you?” (2 Cor. 2:17-3:1). The prodfRaul’s apostolic authority was
revealed in the changed lives of the Corinthiaesnelves, who were “living letters of
recommendation” regarding Paul’'s ministry. “You shihat you are a ‘letter’ from
Messiah delivered by us, written not with ink buthwthe Spirit of the living God, not on
tablets of stone but on tablets of human heart8)(®Paul’s statement here recalls the
great promise of the New Covenant delivered byptiophet Jeremiah:

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORDemihwill make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the houskeidéh, not like the covenant
that | made with their fathers on the day wheroktthem by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant thay theke, though | was their
husband, declares the LORD. But this is the covetiat | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, declares the LORDI put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts. And Ilbe their God, and they shall be
my people” (Jer. 31:31-33).
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Paul’s reference to the Spirit writing upon thebteds of human hearts” also recalls the
words of the prophet Ezekiel: “And | will give yanew heart, and a new spirit | will put
within you. And | will remove the heart of stoneiin your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cae you to walk in my statutes and be
careful to obey my rules” (Ezek. 36:26-27, see altd 9-20). It was the fulfillment of

the New Covenant, in other words, that gave Pautbinfidence before the LORD (2
Cor. 3:4). It was the power of God, given by thdyHpirit, that made Paul sufficient to
be God’s ambassador of the New Covenant, “notefdtier but of the Spirit. For the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor.536).

The Surpassing Glory of the New Covenant

Paul then went on to argue for the superiorityhef lew Covenant by contrasting it with
the older covenant “written upon stone” at SinahiM/Paul acknowledged that the
giving of the Ten Commandments was attended wilatgglory - so much so that the
Israelites could not even gaze upon Moses’ facaulmecof its glory - nonetheless the
covenant itself was “the ministry of deathy’ §axovie Tod Bavatov) that was intended to
be brought to an end (2 Cor. 3:7, cp. Rom. 10f4hi$ ministry of death came with
glory, how much more glory is revealed in the ntiyi®f the Spirit § dakovia tod
mvetpatog)? “For if there was glory in the ministry of cardnation {f diaxovig tfig
katakploewg), the ministry of righteousness §akovia tfi¢ dikatoolvng) must far

exceed it in glory (3:9). Indeed, the glory of tld covenant is as if it had no glory when
compared to the unsurpassable glory of the newrantg3:10). Since the old covenant
was being abolished, or “rendered inoperative” @Eneek word fatapyoltuevov] is used

to refer to being unemployed or put out of servie®d the new covenant was powerful
and abiding, the apostle had “great boldness"asaster of God (3:11-12). Indeed,
Paul's boldness here is quite remarkable, sinogdseclaiming that his authority
exceeded even that of Moses himself! (Of course @aved his boldness from Yeshua,
who clearly taught that His authority was greabantthat of Moses. For more on this,
see “The Heart of the Law and the Law of the Ga¥pel

Paul states that his boldnesgppnoie) is in marked contrast to the practice of Moses,
who put a veil over his face to conceal that theghtness” of the older covenant was
fading away (3:13). Apparently Paul has in mindidrash that taught that Moses’
shining face began to fade over time, even thoatgr Dewish tradition maintained he
retained his radiance to the day of his death.fatdimg glory of Moses’ face indicated
that the covenant which he mediated was temporady@be replaced by a better
covenant (Heb. 8:6). Moses’ attempt to keep thdidence of the people high was
unsuccessful, however, since (ironically) the wrapaired the truth that the glory was



NS ° Hebrew for Christians

. www.hebrew4christians.com Thoughts on Parashat Ki Tisa

fading, and this resulted in “their minds becomiragdened” or turned to stone. “Their
minds were made stonelike; for to this day the saelleemains over them when they
read the Old Covenanti¢rn mo2im); it has not been unveiled, because only by the
Messiah is the veil taken away (3:14). When a persturns {miotpépw) to the LORD,
however, the veil is taken away (3:16). How souBgerstanding that Yeshua is the
“end (érog) of the law for righteousness for everyone whadwels” (Rom. 10:4). This
was hinted at in the case of Moses himself, whoadito the LORD after the sin of the
Golden Calf and understood the LORD (YHVH) as thei&. When the Spirit of God
reveals the truth, the Messiah appears on alldigepof the Torah and the prophets
(John 5:39, 46; Luke 24:27, 44; Matt. 13:52, etc.).

New covenant life is marked by a different set whgiples than the principles of
adherence to a written law code. The Spirit ofLt@&RD imparts a new nature within us
that enables us to transcend the “law of sin amdhddy means of the “law of the Spirit
of life in Yeshua the Messiah” (Rom. 8:2-4). We ‘arew creations” in the Messiah and
no longer subject to the principle of self-justiimn obtained through personal effort (2
Cor. 5:17; Titus 3:5-6). The righteousness of Godu{ooivn 6eod) “has been

manifested apart from the law, though the law dedprophets bear witness to it” (Rom.
3:21-22). Salvation comes from the LORD, not frowrks of righteousness that we have
done. “For the law was given through Moses; grakteuth came through Yeshua the
Messiah (John 1:17).

The law prescribes death as the penalty for sim(R012-21). “Cursed be anyone who
does not confirm the words of this law by doingtfi€Deut. 27:26). Moreover, the law
defines transgressions (Rom 4:15; 5:13) and idestsin (Rom. 3:20; 7:7). The law is
powerless to save (Rom. 7:10; 8:1-11). It is afgermirror” that reveals our inward
condition (for more on this, se&hy then the Law?* Olam HaTorak’ and “The

problem of Torahon the Hebrew4Christians web site). “For by wookshe law no
human being will be justified in his sight, sinbedugh the law comes knowledge of sin”
(Rom. 3:20). The law was given in glory, since tlaty represents the Justice and
Righteousness of God-fi>y), but the glory of the law was untouched by theaggr

glory of God'’s grace and faithful lovenf).

Our Freedom in Messiah

“The LORD is the Spirit, and where the Spirit oéthord is, there is freedom” (2 Cor.
3:17). This is the “freedom of the glory of theldneén of God” (Rom. 8:21). Of course
this freedom is not the liberty to do whatever wanty since “by what a man is

overcome, that is he enslaved” (2 Pet. 2:19). Ash¥ia said, “whoever commits sin is



NS ° Hebrew for Christians

. www.hebrew4christians.com Thoughts on Parashat Ki Tisa

the slavedodidc) of sin” and went on to say that “if the Son sgis free, you will be

free indeed” (John 8:34-36). True freedom is maral spiritual rather than physical.
Negatively stated, it is freedom from the powesiofs dominion within the heart;
positively stated, it is the ability of the will thoose according to the light of moral and
spiritual truth. That is why the new covenant preesithat the law - the moral law that is
clearly restated in the New Testament - would bi&ew upon the heart of the believer.

“I will put my law within them, and | will write ion their hearts” (Jer. 31:33).

True Inner Transformation

More radically, the Spirit of the LORD gives usdd®m to access the Presence of God
(Rom. 5:2). Because of Yeshua, we are now fre@neec‘boldly before the Throne of
Grace,” without the need for the elaborate rittlaéslaw prescribed. We can come into
the “Holy of Holies” made without hands and thepeak with Godpanim el panim
personally, “as a man speaks to his friend” (Heb64Exod. 33:11; John 15:15; James
2:23). God has given us the Spirit of His Son sacare call upon the LORD as Abba,
Father (Gal. 4:6). This great liberty the Spirit&dd gives allows us to behold the glory
of the LORD, without the need of a velil - neithiee tveil to cover our shame nor the veil
that once separated us from God’s holy presenc®alsputs it, “And we all, with
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, beeng transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another. For this coma® the Lord who is the Spirit” (2
Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29). In other words, true inmansformation comes exclusively
through the work of the Holy Spirit in our livesisi as the proximity to the divine
Presence caused Moses’ face to shine, so the fallofwy eshua can experience a similar
transformation by the indwelling Holy Spirit....

This is the great message of the gospel itself ta@@onsequences of getting this wrong
are the highest imaginable (Gal. 1:8-9). As worglaa$ the Torah is, it is nothing but
death itself apart from the salvation given in Yiesljon the other hand, with Yeshua the
meaning of the Torah comes alive and is made nealii hearts). As Paul warns us, “If
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to thoseondre perishingifroilvuévolrc). In their

case the “god of this world” (i.e., Satan) has ddid the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of theglaf Messiahfrunn mwa 7922 9iR),

who is the image of God... For God, who said, ‘ligitt shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knalgke of the glory of God in the face of
Yeshua the Messiah” (2 Cor. 4:3-6). The light okNea is the Light of the world...
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Old Covenant New Covenant

(M Am2) (YT 1M2)

Static - Written on stone Dynamic - Written on hearts
Glorious More Glorious
Was to end Will never end

Ministry of Death
Ministry of Condemnation

Ministry of Life

Ministry of Reconciliation
Powerless to save Powerful to Save
Outer Form (flesh)

Law of Moses

Inner Reality (spirit)
Law of Messiah

Law of the Spirit of Life
Law of Faith (emunah)

Law of sin and death
Law of works (mitzvot)
Shadow

Many sacrifices

Substance
One Sacrifice

Yearly atonement Eternal Atonement
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Earthy Tabernacle Heavenly Tabernacle
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“Therefore every scribe who has been trained ferkihngdom of heaven
is like a master of a house, who brings out otidasure
what is new and what is old.” (Matt. 13:52)

The Integrity of the Message

The integrity of the Gospel message is at stakkisdiscussion, and therefore we must
be absolutely certain we understand the truth atbmsie matters. We cannot “adulterate”
or mix the message of the gospel with the ternte@blder covenant given at Sinai. In
yet another analogy, Paul says that a widow isaselé from her obligation to her
deceased husband and is therefore free to remaotiiex: “Likewise, my brothers, you
also have died to the lawugic ébovatwdnte 1@ vouw) through the body of Messiah, so
that you may belong to another, to him who has bersed from the dead, in order that
we may bear fruit for God” (Rom. 7:4). In termsthis analogy, a “return to the law” is
like a form of spirituakdultery, since it betrays the new covenant that God hasngio

us who believe (Rom. 7:1-4).

The most important mitzvah of ALL of Scripture ¢sttust in Yeshua as your LORD and
Savior, since He alone is the one who gives usdpirgtual life. “Let it be known to you
therefore, brothers, that through this man forgagsnof sins is proclaimed to you, and by
him everyone who believes is freed from everythnogn which you could not be freed

10
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by the law of Moses (Acts 13:38-39). Yeshua isvlag (717177), the truth fnxn), and the

life (2»m); no one comes to Father apart from Him (John,14c8s 4:12). As Yeshua
said, “The Father judges has given all judgmenihéoSon, so that all may honor the Son,
just as they honor the Father” (John 5:23-24). “@itey has the Son has life; whoever
does not have the Son of God does not have lifdofih 5:12). If you get this one

wrong, you've lost it all (for more on this, pleasad “The Most Important Mitzvah”).

You are invited to enter into this “greater resy’dxercising faith in God’s promises
(Heb. 4:1-3). This is the “law of faithr{xn nin) thatprecedesand underlies all that
was given at Sinai to the Jewish people. “Todayeif hear His voice, do not harden
your hearts through unbelief.” Again, there remairsabbath for the people of God
(Heb. 4:9), a greater “rest” from attempting togde God based on our own merits (Heb.
4:10, Titus 3:5-6). We do not labor to find favoitwGod through acts of our own
personal merit, but rather we trust in the acceggand love of God given to us in
Yeshua. Paradoxically we “labor” to enter intasthest by exercising genuine faith in
God's salvation in His Son (Heb. 4:11, Phil. 2:70)-1As Yeshua taught, “This is the
work of God, that you believe in the One whom tla¢gher has sent” (John 6:28-29).

In all things Yeshua receives the preeminencendiseincluding the glory of our

personal and corporate salvation. We do not malasion; it is the gift of God (Col.
1:18, Eph. 2:10-11). Much more could be said alioege matters, but this will have to
suffice for now. Be jealous for the purity of thespel message, and beware of anyone
who attempts to seduce you into thinking that yaisshsomehow add to the finished
work of our Savior. May the LORD God of Israel @ot you from the lies and schemes
of Satan. True spiritual life comes from trustihgtt Yeshua (alone) is the “end of the law
for righteousness” for everyone who believes (Rbfn4).

Marc ChagallExodusgc. 1966
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Addendum:
Extending Paul’s Midrash

The apostle Paul seemed to associate the “glowlasfes’ face with the giving of the
covenant that led toondemnatiorf2 Cor. 3:7). In other words, the radiance of Mose
face represented the holiness of God and his aeswiaral perfection as the Lawgiver.
Another way to understand the radiance of Mose= faight be according to the
revelation of the Lord as the Savior... Let melaixpmy reasoning.

Recall that Moses went up the mountaseaondime -after experiencing brokenness
and confession (prefigured by the shattering offitisé set of tablets) - and it was only
then that God revealed that the meaning of His Nasrfenercy, grace, longsuffering,
faithfulness,” and so on (Exod. 34:6-7). Noticet e Torah reveals that it wafter this
revelation that Moses’ face began to shine withgloey of God, and it waafter this that
God gave him a new set of tablets representinfl#ve Covenaniith the people. When
Moses went down the mountain with the “good newsyvever, the people backed away
from the glory they saw in his face, and Moses thasefore forced to wear a veil. In
other words, the people could only bear to looklases if God’s glory was covered or
veiled — and this demand of theirs induced a stbwdllful blindness Metaphorically
speaking, the people put a veil over their hearts..

Indeed, traditional Judaism still wants the “fisst of tablets” and therefore willfully
obscures from view the need for a new set (i.ew Revenant) that is given based on
confession, brokenness, and God'’s revelation aS@(HVH). It still wantsto veil the
need as it reads the Torah! The rabbis make thexgsion that the Jevanfulfill the

terms of the original covenant and therefore obagmit or favor before God. However, as
Paul stated, the Jewish people will only be ableetioold the true glory of the LORD if the
Messiah takes away the veil from their eyes. Oheeveil is removed, they will clearly see
the truth of Yeshua and the New Covenant in thepad the Torah... Furthermore, unlike
Moses who - in concession to the weakness of &st fl concealed God'’s glory by wearing
a veil, we are to live our lives “unveiled” befavthers, steadfastly radiating the glory God
as it is revealed in the truth of Yeshua and the Kevenant.
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A Closing Thought...

When considering the contrasts between “the lawth@dospel,” it is vital to remember
that we are discussing something inherently Jewikb.ideas of grace, salvation, faith,
and so on are all 100% Jewish concepts given thimutghe Jewish Scriptures -- both in
the Tanakh and in the New Testament writings. “Ta@untains, two covenants,” yes -
butbothare Jewish... There is a unity of revelation inf@are, and the LORD God of
Israel is the same today, yesterday, and foreveepifg this in mind will guard you from
the egregious errors of Replacement Theology.

But we also need to remember something else whett@gediscussion comes up.
“Torah” is afunction-wordof the underlying covenant. Much of the moral apditual
truth of the Torah of Moses is embedded (and evgpliied) in the New Covenant
Scriptures. What is different is not so much theahathe New Testament writers do not
negate the moral or spiritual law at any place),rbther the means by which we are in
relationship with God. God gave us an riaw (“agreement” or “contract”) by which we
can access His Presence by means of an older amdfumolamental priesthood that was
fulfilled in Yeshua. This is the priesthood afteetorder oMalki-Tzedekp1s251), and
we see the futurkorbanprinciple evidenced by Mosesbefore Sinat- when he
instructed Israel to sacrifice the Passover lambséd himself understood the gospel, as
Yeshua taught, and wrote about its meaning (he.Akedah of Isaac; the Red Heifer, the
various laws of sacrifice, etc.). It is simply astake to identify “Torah” with the
teachings of Moses alone, however... God’s Tordh ppeedatesMoses and ifulfilled by
Yeshua. We now live under the Torah of the Mesgtairi miin), which is the Torah of
Faith, Hope, and Love... The inner meaning offtaeh of Moses has been perfectly
fulfilled in Yeshua our Lord, and now we are enabléy the power of the Holy Spirit -
to likewise fulfill it within our own lives.

In all these matters, follow the path of peace (H&b14). Shalom chaverim...
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Practical Addendum: Tallit and Head Coverings

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul gave amardie fapadoorc) regarding the use
of head coverings while meeting together in orgadhi@orship: "l want you to
understand that the head of every man is Mesdiathdad of a wife is her husband, and
the head of Messiah is God. Every man who praysaphesies with his head covered
(i.e.,kata kepaAfic €éxwv, lit. "wearing down from his head") brings sharaénis head,

and every woman who prays or prophesies with had beveiled dkatexdaAvntog)

brings shame to her head - there is no differeeteden her and a woman who has had
her head shaved.... For a man indeed should nettiashead veiled (i.eqtoakaAinTw,
covered up or concealed), because he is the inmafyglary of God, and the woman is
the glory of man” (1 Cor. 11:3-5,7). Paul's teaghon this question is a remarkable
illustration of the how the new covenant changeasexistential posture before God.
Under the former covenant given at Sinai, Jewist law and tradition enjoined men to
pray with their heads covered by means &l (prayer shawl), both as a sign of respect
toward God, and because of the inherent unworthiteespeak face to face with the
LORD. Paul rejected this custom for followers of Messiah because they are given
access to the very Holy of Holies in the Messiathtwe commune with the LORD face
to face: "And we all, with unveiled face (avnakekame,nw| prosw,pw|), reflecting the
glory of the Lord {1 1i22), are being transformed (i.@etopopdéw, the same word used
describing the transfiguration of Yeshua in Ma#t) ihto the same image from one
degree of glory to another. For this comes fromLitel who is the Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:18).
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Habakkuk 2:4
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The righteous shall live by faith in God...
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"Behold, the soul that is puffed up is not upright within him,
but the righteous one shall live by his faith [in God]." (Hab. 2:4)
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For audio, see the Hebrew for Christians website.

Sefer Chavakuk:
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