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Overview

+ Parashah: Kedoshim (D‘W"TE, “holy ones”)
« Chapters: Leviticus 19:1-20:27
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Synopsis

Last week’s Torah portion (Acharei Mot) concernled yearly Yom Kippur ritual that purged the
sins of the people and restored the Sanctuarytata of purity (tahora). This week’s Torah
portion continues the theme of purity and begirnth whe LORD saying to the Israelites, “You
must be holy because I, the LORD your God, am hdllye portion then proceeds to list more
commandments regarding practical ethics than amgrqtortion of the Torah, thereby directly
connecting holiness with obedience to God’s matdht

After stating the foundational requirement to b&/hthe LORD begins to explain, “Each of you
must respect his mother and his father, and you kaep my Sabbaths. | am the LORD your
God.” The duty to revere (or honor) one’s pareatalis the Fifth Commandment, which is the
starting point of learning to respect other peapleur lives. Notice that the word for “my
Sabbaths” implieboththe keeping of the weekly Sabbath as well as éippdinted times” of the
LORD. Sanctifying time is a way we can express ficatholiness and turn away from idolatry.

The Israelites were to practice mercy by providoigthe poor and the stranger by leaving the
edges of the fields unharvested (pe’ah) and leaamygpieces that remain during the harvest for
the poor to gather as food (leket). They also weteave fallen fruits from their orchards for the
needy to eat. The Ten Commandments were thenedstatd the people were further instructed
not to insult the deaf or put a stumbling blockdrefthe blind. They were to use a “good eye”
when judging others and not to bear any grudgeedd, the essence of holiness may be stated as
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Godther instructs the people to love the stranger in
their midst “kamocha” - as they love themselves i@ Jews were strangers in the land of Egypt.

The laws of “kilayim” are then given, which areexiss of prohibitions against the intermixing
of certain breeds and species. The Israelites naishterbreed different species of cattle or mix
different types of seed in their fields. They asoaiot to wear clothing made from the mixture
of two kinds of fabric (shaatnez). In addition, fhat of a newly planted tree may not be eaten
until the fifth year, and any fruit yielded by ttree in these years is called “orlah” - “blocked.”

Various other laws are given, including laws agagtsult practices, including divination, eating
blood, defiling or disfiguring the body, engagimggrostitution, and the heinous practice of child
sacrifice. Sexual immorality is prohibited and mimnents for sexual sins are defined. The
people are warned to keep all these laws or tolfageg “vomited out” of the Promised Land.
The portion ends: “You shall be holy to me, fohé LORD am holy and have separated you
from the peoples, that you should be Mine.”
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Basic Questions
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What is the Hebrew word for “holiness,” and wtags it mean?

What does the word “Kedoshim” mean?

God told Moses that the children of Israel nhesholy. Why?

When a “peace offering” was sacrificed, by whehit have to be completely eateh?
When reaping the harvest of the land, we arencamded to leave what for whom?
When are the wages of a hired worker to be faid?

Is it ever permissible to show partiality to tieh in cases of personal judgmeht?
What is lashon har&?

What is meant by the commandment “you shalllgueduke your neighbor and not bear
sin because of him™

We are to “fear” (yirah) our parents, but garent tells a child to commit a sin, is the
child required to obey?

What principle is implied by the related comichaents not to “curse a deaf person” and
not to “put a stumbling block” in front of a bliggerson?*

What kind of tattoos does the Torah perrfit?

Why does the oft-repeated phrase, “I am the DO&ppear after many commandment$?

! Kedushahi(z17p), from a root word that means “set apart” as shciersonal holiness is called “sanctificationdan
implies separation from sin and impurity. Believer¥eshua have an “imputed holiness” (1 Cor 1:30).

“Holy ones.” Those who are “called out” from therld to serve God are “kedoshinmg¢iTp).
In order to be in relationship with a holy Golke fpeople had to be holy themselves, since darlemesght cannot

coexist, and God’s moral purity and truth are ifsfide to His nature.

The shelamim had to be eaten by the end of tenskeday or it was to be destroyed (Lev. 19:5-6).
We are commanded to leave tiwgner of the field pe’ah nxe) and thegleaningsof the harvesti¢ket mp?) for the

poor and the stranger (Lev. 19:9). In addition,are commanded not to pick our orchards or vineyhads, but to
leave fallen fruit for the poor (Lev. 19:10).

By the end of the day; they may not be withheldranight (Lev. 19:13).
No, we must judgenpartially (>732), favoring neither the wealthy person due to hikience, nor the poor person

because he is in need of assistance (Lev. 19:15).

“Evil speech,” which includesechilut (mS*:j), “gossip,” “slander,” and so on. Lashon harapimes saying

something bad about another person even if it hapfmebe true. The sages connect the commandmentd’ stand
idly by the blood of your neighbor” with lashon habecause harming someone’s reputation is likadaks life.

God commands us to admonish our neighbor reggttie potential consequences of his ways. Fromplihese “not

bear sin” gun 1*?:; xign'x%) the sages teach that we must offer correctiankimd and loving manner (Lev. 19:17).
One of the most unloving things you can do to asoifito disregard their high calling to live befdgod.

% No.

™ That we should never be cruel to others, esfhaalisabled. Note that this implies that we arbifitien to curse
someone “under our breath,” give someone bad adetcd ifnei iver lo titen mikhshobw’;r; 0 N> My *;_5_5

2 None (Lev. 19:28).

131. To remind you nothing is hidden from His ey2sTo remind you that God will help you performstimitzvah.
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14. Explain the laws about harvesting fruit treefsrael **

15. What words teach us to give honor to old pedple

16. Is a Jew allowed to treat a strangey like an “outsider” who is unwelcomé?

17. If someone intentionally curses his parentsaddr alive — what is his punishmeht?

18. If two people commit adultery, what was theipbment?®

19. If a man “lies with a male as with a woman, avtwvas the punishment?

20. Is it always wrong to judge other8?

21. What do the words “with righteousness you shalje your neighbor” mearf?

22. If you see your friend doing something contrtaryhe law of God, you must rebuke him,
even up to “70 times 7" times. Does this mean weearabarrass or shame someoffe?

23. Lo Tikkom(@znx5) means “don’t take revenge.” Give an example eémgeful action®

24. Lo Tittor (Anx5) means “don’t bear a grudge.” Give an exampleadding a grudge®

25. What is the “great commandment” of the Torah?

26. It is written, “Every one of you shall reverie mother and his father” (Lev. 19:3). Why
is the mother mentioned ahead of the fati&r?

27. Can you list the Ten Commandmerffs?

28. What were the consequences if the people rfiosebey God’s commandments?

% Fruit from the tree is “orlah” (forbidden, blocketf) during the first 4 years after the tree wémnged. During the 4th
year, all the fruit is considered fit for God anslyh In the 5th year, the fruit can be eaten (LE¥23-25).

!> Mipnei Sevah Takunofpn 270 *12n): “You must stand up in the presence of the aged’ honor the face of the
old man (Lev. 19:32). This prlnC|pIe is also useaghow honor to the Torah sage, regardless ofrHigioage.

18 No, they are to be treated as a “native born $dw is to be respected and loved as any othe(lew 19:33-34).

" He shall be put to death (Lev. 20:9).

18 Death to both (Lev. 19:10).

% Death to both (Lev. 19:13).

%0 No, though we must judge with righteous judgméohf 7:24).

L |t means that we are to judge fairly, without fzity, but while using a “good eye” (ayin tovahy bxtending the
benefit of the doubt (kaf zechut) to all involvéitzedek tishpot amitekhgnny vaun pI32).

%2 No. We may only offer correction in humility, witbve and respect for the other within our hearts.

% Delieberately refusmg to give to another in nbedause he or she once refused to give to you.

%4 «Keeping score.” Offering to help someoeeen thouglihey refused to once help you...

% To love your neighbor as you love yours&l&’ahavta I'reakha kamokhainz ‘|SJ15 DN

% To teach us that though we might naturally fearfather, we must fear our mother equally

271. Acceptance of the LORD; 2. No other gods (ijd@sNo Name in Vain; 4. Remember Sabbath; 5. Hétarents;
6. No Murder; 7. No Adultery; 8. No Stealing; 9. Rdse witness; 10. No Coveting (Cp. Ex. 20:1-1&y119:1-18).

% They would be “vomited out of the land” (Lev. 2Q).
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Discussion Topics

1. Our Torah portion reveals that sanctifytirgeis a practical way we can express holiness and
turn away from idolatry. “Every one of you shaleee his mother and his father and guard
my Sabbaths... Do not turn to vanity or make fairgelves any gods” (Lev. 19:3-4). Personal
holiness is the “key” that unifies the various lased in the Torah, and represents our
responsibility to “walk with the LORD” (halakhaH)iscuss what connection there is between
honoring parents, observing the holidays, and “mglkn holiness.”

2. One aspect of holiness is a sense of “separsgtéfrem the prevailing culture. Leviticus
Rabbah states that God told Moses, “Tell the Igemethat just as | am separate, so you must
be separate; just as | am holy, so you must be’Hakewise the Apostle Paul taught that we
are to be “conformed’ofupopdoc) to the Messiah (Rom. 8:29), it “conformed” to the
pattern ¢voynueti¢w) of this world (Rom. 12:2). The former word meande made similar
in form (opdn)), whereas the latter is a passive verb that meaascept the world’s scheme
(oxfue) of seeing things. Discuss how you strive to restdme “conformed to this world.”

3. On the other hand, the call to practice persbalhess is not to “opt out” of life in this world
by becoming a monk or a withdrawn ascetic. On tirgrary, the Torah reveals that holiness is
to be lived in the everyday experiences of lifewHioes your practice of holiness influence
others in your world? Is your lifestyle a testilgdn others of the reality of God?

4. The commandment to love your neighbor “kamodhayourself) is given in connection with
forgivenessin Lev. 19:18 we read,o tikkom, v’lo tittor:*You must not take vengeance or
bear a grudge ... but you must love your neighBgraairself.” In Jewish tradition, “Yom
Kippur does not atone until we have made peaceavithanother.” In light of the greater
glory of the New Covenant, this may be stated, @hess of Yeshua will not avail you unless
you are willing to forgive others for their sinsagst you” (Matt. 6:14-15). Discuss the
connection between forgiveness and love...

5. Immediately after stating that we should notaggggin gossip (or lashon hara), the LORD
commandsLo ta’amod al dam re’ekhdilYou must not stand idly by when your neighbor’s
life is at stake” (Lev. 19:16), which suggests thatshould not allow our neighbor to be
victimized. The sages link speaking evil about baots a type of “standing idly by” because
harming someone’s reputation is like taking his.l&Another example of “lo ta’amod” would
be refusing to come forward with the truth outexdif of the consequences. Discuss...

6. Ultimately the problem we have with “holinessthat we are decidediynholypeople. This
is similar to the idea that the Law is “holy, juahd good,” but we are “sold into slavery to
sin” (Rom. 7:12-14). But thank God for our Savicgshua, who imparts holiness to us and
sets us free from the vain attempt to please Gait/h the principle of “self-effort” (1 Cor.
1:30; Titus 3:5; Rom. 8:1-2). Because of Yeshuagw@&ot worktowarda place of holiness,
but ratherfrom the place of His holiness (1 Cor. 15:57). Discuss.

For Next Week:
* Read Parash&mor (Leviticus 21:1-24:23)
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