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Overview

+ Parashah: Eikev (2pY, “"because”) .
 Chapters: Deut. 7:12-11:25
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Synopsis

Last week’s Torah portion (i.e., Va’etchanan) end&ti a sober warning to obey the LORD:
“Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, taghful God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love him and keegbmmandments, to a thousand generations,
and repays to their face those who hate him, biragsg them. He will not be slack with one
who hates him. He will repay him to his face. Ytalstherefore be careful to do the
commandment and the statutes and the rules tloatinand you today.”

In this week’s portion, Moses continues his gregmhanition by saying, “If you heed these
judgments, and keep and do them, the LORD yourv@tdeep with you the covenant and the
steadfast love that he swore to your fathers” (DéuR2). Obedience to the commandments will
yield blessings: plentiful children, harvests, 8t@ck, and other material blessings in the land.
Indeed, the Israelites would be “blessed abovpeaples,” free of every type of sickness, living
in victory in the Promised Land.

On the other hand, the people were not to liveear,fespecially of the seven nations of the land
of Canaan. Instead they were to exercise faitlallieg what the LORD did to Pharaoh in Egypt
and delivered the people. The people were to hawelarance for idols of any kind. They were

to “devote them to utter destruction,” burning theath fire and eradicating them from the land.

Moses then reminded the Israelites how the LORDtakein care of them throughout their
wandering in the desert. For nearly 40 years, Godldied the people, feeding them with manna
and giving them water from the miraculous Rock.rtree Shechinah glory miraculously kept
their clothes fresh and their shoes from wearing) Moses said that the LORD did all this to
teach the people to rely on Him alone to meethalirtneeds. The hardships in the desert had
disciplined them to learn that “man does not liyebbead alone, but by everything that proceeds
from the mouth of the LORD” (Deut. 8:3).

And now the Promised Land lay before the peopland famous for seven species of crops,
namely: wheat, barley, figs, pomegranates, olidages and grapes, a fruitful land that receives
water from heaven. As long as Israel would trustod, He would give them this good land and
continue to care for them, just as He did in theede
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However, all this blessedness would come througlking by faithMoses warned the people
not to forget the LORD by ignoring his commandmeaspecially after they had settled the land
and become prosperous. If the people forgot thgieshatural deliverance and origin, turning to
idols or believing that their own ingenuity gaventheir wealth, God promised that they would
soon perish from the land, just like the seven @aita nations before them.

Moses then reminded Israel that they were to bergikie land, not because they were better than
other nations or more righteous, but because thRIL.@as using the Israelites as a rod of
judgment upon the seven Canaanite nations liviegettand because the LORD had earlier
promised to give the land to the descendants oalddm (Deut. 9:4-5).

To make his point, Moses then recounted to the [pepst of their recent sins. Even after
directly hearing the Voice of God at Sinai, theithfers provoked the LORD with the Sin of the
Golden Calf, disobeying the very Ten Commandmdrag had promised to keep. Because of
this sin, Moses had to intercede on behalf of #@pfe 40 days and nights, to spare them from
complete annihilation at the wrath of the LORD.emhupon leaving Sinai (at Taberah), the
people complained about the lack of meat. At Mlagatso called Meribah) the people
complained about the lack of water. At Kivrot-laaitah they lusted for meat. Finally, while at
Kadesh-Barnea, right before they were to take @ssse of the Promised Land, the people
rebelled against the commandment of the LORD adahdi believe him (the Sin of the Spies),
thus forcing the nation into 40 years of exile. E®soncluded thiswussar(reproof) with these
words: “You have been rebellious against the LORiInfthe day that | knew you” (Deut. 9:24).

In light of all this, and especially in light of @@ forgiveness as demonstrated by the renewal of
the covenant at Sinai, Moses appealed to the pé&ypdsking them a rhetorical question: “And
now, Israel, what does the LORD your God requirgaaf, but to fear the LORD your God, to
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LDRour God with all your heart and with all
your soul, and to keep the commandments and ssadfitbe LORD, which | am commanding

you today for your good?” Moses then pled with peeple to “circumcise their hearts,” that is,

to remove their “hardheartedness” and no longestbgborn (or “stiff-necked”).

Moses continued his speech by commanding the peéojdee the LORD and keep “all his
charge,” namely, his statutesh(kkin), rules (ishpatim, and commandmentm(tzvo). He

again admonished them to consider the disciplintbe@lL. ORD and to remember His saving acts
when He rescued the people from bondage in Egygepkg the commandments gives strength
to go in and take possession of the Promised Laddadwell in it securely. Commitment to the
LORD’s will would ensure successful harvests thiotlte regularity of the autumn and spring
rains; but these would be withheld if the peopledmee disobedient.

The portion concludes with the passage used litalgias the

g g &
171,('1“\2}* :?1:?) second (of three) portions of the Shema (called/gibayal.
7y - These words, reiterating the connection betweeel'srdevotior

z SN LLL .L'. i to the LORD and their blessing as God’s chosen lpeape
ﬂﬂx 9 %70 \t o recited twice a day by observant Jews all ovemtbed.
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Parashah Questions

What does the worgikev(zpy) mean (Deut. 7:12)%
What three things were required of the peopkeu(D7:12)7
If the people obeyed, what would God do (Delit2715)7

What were the people to do the inhabitants @land (Deut. 7:16)%

a M w0 D oPRE

What did Moses say to encourage the Israehtesspossess the seven nations in
the land (Deut. 7:17-21)?

Would God expel these nations all at once (D&@R)?°
How would God give the nations over to Israg@b 7:23)7
What promise did God give to the Israelite afDgut. 7:24)7

© o N O

What were to be done with the carved imagesduid of the Canaanite nations
(Deut. 7:25-26)%

10. Moses warned the people to do and remembertwbahings (Deut. 8:1-2)%

11. Why did God have Israel wander in the desety fgears (Deut. 8:2)%
12.  Why did God test the people with hunger (D8&)?*2

11

12

Eikevis usually translated “because” or “consequentiycomes from the shorestkav(apy, to “take by the heel”),
as does the namé’akov(Jacob), who had “grabbed the heel” of his twiother Esau while still in the womb of
Rebekabh. Israel is called to “grapple” with thezwitt and to perform them diligently, lest they ttsmives be
supplanted from the land..

They were tdistento the rules, and theeeepanddo them.

God would keep covenant with the people as heestwp oath to the patriarchs. He would love anddtbe people
in abundance and prosper them in the land. He weuidve all sickness and disease from the peoplg@ainthem
on their enemies instead.

To exterminate them from the land. “Your eye khat pity them, neither shall you serve their gdds that would
be a snare to you.”

They were to remember what the LORD did to PHaaa to Egypt: “So will the LORD your God do td thie
peoples of whom you are afraid.” “You shall notibelread of them, for the LORD your God is in youidst, a
great and awesome God.”

No, God would expel them “little by littlex@n wvyn) so that the land could be settled in an ordedyiner.

He would throw them into “great confusion13 mm3m) until they wereshamad- exterminated.

“No one shall be able to stand against you wyotil have destroyed them.”

All the idols and religious artifacts were toregarded as abominations and were to be “devotddgwuction.”

They wereo do“all the commandment(s»->2) and they weréo remembetall the way” (7777752) that God
had led them during the 40 years in the desert.

To humble the people through various tests (isa) to see whether they would keep the commantnoeEmot.
Note that the aim of God’s testing was “to do yaod)in the end” (Deut. 8:16).

To teach that the people were to depend upona@ddis word for their lives and their needs.
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13. What is manna (Deut. 8:3)%

14. In addition to the manna, what other miraclermaivision did God perform for the
people while they were in the desert (Deut. 8'4)?

15. What analogy did Moses give regarding God’ati@hship with the Jewish people
(Deut. 8:5)?°

16. What are we to “know with the heart” (Deut.)@:¥

17. In traditional Jewish education, whatisssar(Deut. 8:5)?"

18. Describe some features of the promised landt([37-9).*

19. Listshivat ha-minim the seven species of the promised land (De8}. 8:

20. After you eat and are satisfied, what is regflisf you (Deut. 8:10)%

21. What is Birkat Hamazon (Deut. 8:16}?

22. After we experience prosperity, what are wened against (Deut. 8:11-163%

23. What are the consequences for forgetting Geali((8:19-20)?%°

24. Who were the Anakim, the “sons of Anak” (DeliL-2)?%*

13

14
15
16
17

18

19
20

21

22
23
24

“Bread from heaven” that looked like coriandeed@nd tasted in proportion to the measure of daéls. Manna is
called the “bread” from God (Exod. 16:15), “foodbfm heaven (Psalm 78:24), and “food of the migtiB3salm
78:25). The people ate manna from the middle osdtmnd month after the Exodus (Exod. 16) untilddrg of their
arrival in Canaan (Josh. 5:12; Exod. 16:35).

Their clothing did not wear out, nor did theindals...
God is their heavenly father who disciplines thast as a human father corrects his son.
That God disciplines us because He loves us.

Ethical education; teaching of good charactétst{aiddot). “Hear, my child, thmussarof your father, and forsake
not thetorah of your mother” (Prov. 6:20). “My son, despise tiat chasteningifussay of the Lord; neither be
weary of his correctiortgkhechal For whom the Lord loves he corrects; even agleef the son in whom he
delights” (Prov. 3:11; see also Heb. 12:5-6).

It is a minerally-rich land, with brooks of watstreams and fountains flowing into valleys.slailand full of fruit
and olive trees, a place where you can eat bretiduti scarcity, “in which you will lack nothing.”

Wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, qlated dates (or honey made from dates).
You are to bless the LORD your Gopf> mmny n2721) for His provision.
It is “grace after meals” recited after eatibirkat ha-mazormeans “the blessing of nourishment”). It is tritially

divided into four separate blessings, ascribed t3d4 (hazan — the blessing for manna), Joshua'éakke), David
(boneh Yerushalayim), and the sage Gameliel at ¥la¢hirkat hatov v’hameitiv).

We are warned not to forget the LORD but ratbeemember that He gives us every good gift.
Idolatry. Forgetting about the LORD inevitabiats to idolatry and judgment. Disobedience isdtiuiness.

The Anakim (“the long-necked people”) were desizaris of Anak that dwelt in the south of Canaaay ebron.
They were the giant nephillim mentioned in the re¢pbdthe spies about the inhabitants of the laidng. 13:32-3).
Later, Joshua drove them out of the land, excepa femnant that found a refuge in the cities adf&&ath, and
Ashdod. The Philistine giant Goliath, whom Davitelaencountered, was supposedly a descendant sidam.
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25. What did Moses say to encourage the peopletdacing the giants (Deut. 9:372
26. Did God give the Israelites the land becausg ttere righteous (Deut. 9:4-5Y?
27. What does the teram kesheh ordh “stiff-necked people”) mean? (Deut. 9:6)?
28. In Moses’ rebuke, what did he want the peophento forget (Deut. 9:7f

29. When did God want to destroy the entire natibisrael (Deut. 9:8)%

30. How long was Moses on the mountain when herieceived the Ten
Commandments (Deut. 9:93%

31. What was written on the two tablets of stoneyD9:10)?*
32. When did the people worship the Golden CalfufD@:11-12)7*

33. How do we know Moses interceded for anotheday and nightbeforegoing
back up the mountain to receive a second set tdtsafDeut. 9:18)%°

34. Why wasn't Aaron judged for the sin of the GaidCalf (Deut. 9:20)%
35. Did Sinai have a water source (Deut. 9:73)?

36. What happened at Taberah (Deut. 9:22; Num-3)R{°

37. What happened at Massah (Deut. 9:22; Exod)27-7

25

26

27

28

29

30
31

32
33
34

35
36
37

Moses told them to understand that LORD woulager before them as a “Consuming Fire” (Esh OkhtaHjght
on behalf of Israel. Because of this, the peoplalivdispossess and destroy them quickly.

No, God drove out the inhabitants of the landaloise of their wickedness, and because He sworathriam
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

A “stiff necked person” is someone who mulishtdyuses to “move his head” and listen to those it to guide
and help him. The neck, after all, is the “corridoetween the head and the heart, and having f fisttk” suggests
an inflexible way of thinking and feeling. God eallthe peoplam k’sheh oreét Sinai (Deut. 9:13, Exod. 32:9).

He wanted them to botemembei(h>1) andnot to forge(ﬂ;:@'ﬁ‘%tg) how they provoked the LORD in the desert.

After the sin of the Golden Calf the LORD wasasyry He wanted to destroy the people and to “stzat” with
Moses (Deut. 9:14; Exod. 32:10).
Forty days and nights.

All the words the LORD had spoken to the peopdenfthe midst of the fire at Sinai (i.e., the “teterances”). Note
that there were additional laws given to Mosesdditgon to this (Deut. 4:14).

At the end of the forty days and nights. Accogdia tradition, Moses smashed the tablets on thie dffTammuz.
Moses fell before the LORD and fasted anotheda@@® and nights in teshuvah on behalf of the people

God wanted to destroy Aaron for his part in 8iig but Moses’ intercession saved his brothefés Note that this is
new information not previously revealed in the iearhccount given in Exodus 32.

Yes, Moses threw the dust of the “sinful thingta a stream that ran down the mountain.
The people complained and God sent a fire thatdalithe “edges of the camp.”

The people complained about the lack of wated,thare God commanded Moses to strike the Rocking fit forth.
Massah was a location in the Rephidim desert, Baei.
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38. What happened at Kibroth ha-ta’avah (Deut. 9\&#n. 11:34)7®

39. What happened at Kadesh-Barnea (Deut. 9:23;. Mdri)?*°

40. Why did Moses review all these failures topleeple (Deut. 9:25-29)*%

41. When did Moses return to Sinai to renew theeoant (Deut 10:1)%

42. Who made the ark of the covenant (Deut. 10%4)?

43. Who carved thfirst stone tablets (Deut. 10:1; Exod. 24:1%)?

44. What is the Hebrew expression for the “Ten Camdments” (Deut. 10:4)%
45. When does the phrase “at that time” refer (D&@i8)?*°

46. Why did God chose the tribe of Levi to serveniDeut. 10:8)7°

47. What did Moses do the second time he went epribuntain (Deut. 10:10)?
48. After Moses descended with the new tabletst withGod say (Deut. 10:11§?
49. In light of Israel’s history, what does Goduig of them (Deut. 10:12-13§%
50. What makes the children of Israel unique (D&0114-15)?°

51. What does it mean to “circumcise your hearb 10:16)?*

38

39

40

41
42

43

44

45
46

a7

48

49

50
51

The people complained about the lack of meatraisded the “free fish” of Egypt. Desiring “mead to further
judgment as the LORD sent a torrent of plague-eddjuail from the sea to overwhelm the camp.

The people rebelled against the LORD after hgatie report of the spies. This sin of unbelighis “unpardonable
sin” of the Torah, which ultimately resulted in Misslikewise being forbidden to enter the land.

To remind the people of their need for interamssluring the forty days of teshuvah after thedadithe Golden Calf.
Moses' intercession for Israel saved the natiomfoestruction.

Moses ascended the second time on Elul 1 anetdésd 40 days later on the 10th of Tishri, the@ndom Kippur.
Moses made aaron etz(yy 1i7R), an “ark of wood” that was used to hold the secset of Tablets (Deut. 10:5).
Later Betzalel apparently made another ark as pediy Moses’ instructions regarding the Mishk&xdgd. 37:1).

God Himself; the second set of tablets were chbyeMoses during the time of teshuvah. In botlesakowever,
God wrote the same words on the stones (Deut. .10:4)

The “Ten things” or “ten utterances” (i.aseret ha-devarinm271 n7Lw).
Not when Aaron died (see Deut. 10:6-7), but afterGolden Calf incident.

Because they had remained loyal to God and M@saxd. 32:26). Note that the term “Levites” heraigeneral
term that includes the four subclans of the tribe..

He interceded for Israel until God decided nadéstroy them. Moses descended on Yom Kippur \mighnew
tablets, and his face shone from the glory of Géal'giveness and love.

“Arise, go” (kum lekh on your journey at the head of the people sol#ratl would inherit the land. Note that there
is no mention of Moses’ protest that God’s angelilddead the people (Exod. 32:34-ff.).

To fear (i.e., revere) the LORD, to walk in alb lvays, to love him, to serve Him with all youranig and to keep the
commandments.

God chose Israel above all other peoples of éinthéo be his own treasured people.
It means to soften the heart — to “cut away”ttliekening part of the self that blocks access tal'& truth.
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52. Moses describes the LORBR) as the “God of gods” and “Lord of lords.” What
attributes are associated with these titles irtele(Deut. 10:17-19)%

53. What is Israel's praise (Deut. 10:213?

54. What is the primary duty given to Israel (Dewit:1)?>*

55. Why did Moses remind the people of Dathan abilai here (Deut. 11:6)?
56. What do you think “the whole commandment” meiarBeut. 11:87°

57. What makes you strong and imparts longevityufD&1:8-9)7’

58. How did Moses describe the land in Egypt, amd Hid he contrast this with the
Promised Land (Deut. 11:10-12?

59. What does God have his eye on every day ofe¢he (Deut. 11:12)%

60. What does God promise if we love and obey Hieut. 11:13-15)%°

61. Moses warns us against our hearts being deteiby what (Deut. 11:16¥?
62. What would happen if the people turned asidsufD11:17)7%?

63. What are “totafot” (Deut. 11:18§?

64. When should we talk about the commandmentseoE ORD (Deut. 11:19)%
65. What is a mezuzah (Deut. 11:28)?

52

53
54
55

56
57
58

59
60

61

62

63
64
65

God is just and impartial and is not subjectribdry. He cares for the oppressed — the orphawttiow, and the
stranger (ger). Israel is particularly told to |dhe stranger since they were once strangers iptEfxod. 23:9).

The LORD alone, who is the proper object of IBsaglorification (1 Cor. 1:31; Jer. 9:23-24).
To love the LORD and to “keep his charge” by neahobedience to the commandments.

Moses used the swallowing up of Dathan and Abit@marn the people not to rebel. Note that Mosesisin
Korach — the instigator of this rebellion- goes @miioned here.

Most think this is a synonym for the entire sefaws, statutes, rules, that accompany the coueagigen at Sinai.
You become “chazak” (strong) when you obey Gaussruction.

Egypt was an irrigated land where seed was sdik@ & garden of vegetables”; Canaan is a landlisfand valleys,
which drinks water by the rain from heaven, a It#rat the LORD Himself cares for.

The promised land given to Israel.

He will give the rains in their seasons to rdfrtte land and to produce bountiful crops.” Youllskat and be full.”
The LORD also promises that He would drive outitti@bitants of the land (Deut. 11:22-25).

He warns us againgtrning asideto other gods, especially on account of lust. Nlo&t the word for “deceived” here
(mnp) is related to Peor (as in Baal Peor), anget ("ng), the word for “foolish.”

God’s wrath would be kindled. First the peoplewdoexperience draught, etc., and if they did epent, God would
exile them from the land.

“Four compartments” (of the head Tefillin). Udydtanslated as “frontlets,” “bands,” or “phyladts” in English.
At all times: when you are sitting or walking, @hyou lay down to sleep at night, and when yowgetvery day.

A mezuzah is a kosher scroll inscribed with Détt-9, 11:13-21 that is rolled up and inserted eidecorative case
and affixed to a doorway in fulfillment of the corandments given in Deut. 6:9, 11:20.
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Discussion Topics

1.  This Torah portion repeatedly stresses the itapoe of obeying all of the laws,
statutes, rules, and commandments of God revegldtbles. However, we know
through the revelation of Yeshua that we are séweusting in His obedience to
the law, not our own. So which is it — are we beypthe commandments of the
Torah or do we operate from a “different place™3ddiss the relationship between
“law” and “grace.” Are these mutually exclusive cepts, or do they overlap?
Read Jeremiah 31:33-34. What makes the “new covereally new?

2.  The terms of the covenant given at Sinai appeadssconditionallystated: “If
you obey, you will be blessed; if you disobey, yaill be doomed...”
Nonetheless, there is an underlying appeal to Qausnditionaloath given to
the patriarchs that would preserve Israel. Distiisgension between the
covenant made to Abraham and the later covenaahgv Sinai.

3.  The trials that Israel faced in the desert atkedyissurim shel ahavalithe
chastisements of love.” Moses likewise said thatl @igciplined the people “for
their own good.” Soren Kierkegaard regarded liféhis world as education for
eternity, a “school of suffering.” Discuss the rofedivine discipline and
correction. Is suffering a prerequisite for becognendisciple of the Lord?

4.  The Torah states that Gtastedthe Israelites to see what was within their hearts
(Deut. 8:2). Some commentators link the idea @&s4 {i.e. hissayon with that of
a “banner” or “miracle” (i.e.ne9. Since God already knows the outcome of the
test, its purpose is to “raise up” the righteoudittyng them up to a new spiritual
level. In other words, testing is therefore inhéisesoul-building. Discuss some
of the hardships in your life and how they havephdlyou grow spiritually....

5. In this portion God states that Israel is tisquely chosenation in all the earth:
“God chose them from among all people” (Deut. 1D:However, the Apostle
Peter later ascribed a “chosen status” to thosefallowed Yeshua (1 Pet. 2:9-
10). How do you understand God'’s special relatignslith the Jewish people in
light of theuniversalmessage of God'’s love given in the gospel? Disthess
meaning of a “chosen people.” It is possible thati®as “two” chosen people
groups — Israel and the “church” — or must therg be one?

For Next Week:

* Read Parash&e’eh (Deut. 11:26-16:17)
* Read the Haftarah (Isaiah 54:11-55:5)
* Read the New Testament (John 7:37-52)
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