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« Parashah: Chukat (Ppr1, “"Decree of"”)
« Chapters: Numbers 19:1-22:1
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Synopsis

Last week’s Torah portion (Korach) establishedahthority of Moses (not Reuben) as the
leader of Israel, and the authority of Aaron (it bther sons of Levi) as God’s chosen priestly
line. The Israelites (i.e., laymen) were warne#ldep their distance from the priestly duties and
to allow the appointed representative of the LOR{@ricede on their behalf.

In this week’s Torah portion (Chukat), God firstgs the “law of the red heifer,” a special
whole-burnt offering whose ashes were used to ypyaaomeone contaminated by contact with a
dead body. The red heifer had to be a perfect spatthat was completely red, “without
blemish, in which there is no defect.” The sagésrpreted “without blemish” to refer to the
cow’scolor, that is, it was to be without a single white tadk hair. This is the only sacrifice in
the Torah where the color of the animal is expligiequired. Moreover, the cow was never to
have had a yoke upon it, meaning that it must nbsee been used for any profane purposes.

Unlike other sacrifices offered at the altar at Tladernacle, the red heifer was takenside the
campto be slaughtered before the priest, who then sooke of its blood and sprinkled it seven
times before the Tabernacle. Then the red heifeddvioe burned in its entirety: its hide, flesh,
blood, and even dung were to be burned (unlikerdtbeitical sacrifices). Also unlike other
offerings, the blood of the sacrifice was to be ptately burned in the fire.

Hyssop, scarlet yarn, and a cedar stick would beethrown upon the burning red heifer, which
were the same items used to cleanse tmara’at (skin disease). These items, along with the
blood of the red heifer, were therefore assimilateéo the ashes of the sacrifice, which were
gathered and mixed with living water to create whias called the “waters of separation” for the
Israelite community. Anyone that came into conteith death (i.e., a corpse) was required to be
cleansed using these waters. The purification pleeetook a full seven days, using three stalks
of hyssop dipped into the water and shaken oveddfieed person on the third day and then
again on the seventh day. After the second spngkthe person was immersed in a mikvah and
was declared “clean” the following evening.
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(Synopsis continued)..

The Torah portion then jumps ahead 38 years labtenvthe people of Israel arrived in the
wilderness of Tzin. Moses’ sister Miriam died (ors&h 10) and was buried. After her death,
the people thirsted for water and complained. TOB&D then instructed Moses to take his staff
(as a sign of authority) and $peakto the rock to yield its water. Moses was angrghat
rebellious Israelites, however, and struck theesiostead. The water issued forth, but God told
Moses that neither he nor Aaron would be permiiteehter the promised land because of their
disobedience.

The camp of Israel then moved on to Mount Hor, nlieadand of Edom. Moses called an
assembly of the people and explained that Aarongeagy to die. He then led Aaron and his
son Elazar to the top of Mount Hor, where he rerdo%aron’s High Priestly garments and put
them on his son Elazar. Like Moses, Aaron was deargry to the Promised Land because he
sinned at Meribah. The nation mourned for Aarar3fd days.

While Israel was still in a state of mourning o¥aron, a Canaanite king named Arad decided
the time was right to attack Israel. His campai@s witially successful, and his army even
took some Israelites captives. However, the Iseginade a vow to the LORD and promised to
utterly destroy the Canaanites and their plundéreir counterattack was successful, and Arad,
his armies, and all of his cities were completelgihilated.

After leaving Mount Hor to go around the land ofdad the people grew impatient and another
rebellion brewed. This time the people murmuredamdy against Moses, but against the
LORD Himself. Consequently, the LORD sent “burngegpents” that bit the people and many
people died. The people confessed their sin andadgg to Moses for help, who then
interceded on their behalf. God then instructed édds make a figure of a snake and to mount
it on a pole so that “everyone who is bitten, whersees it, shall live.”

The portion continues with details about the rdbteugh the Transjordan, including a song
Israel sang about a miraculous well of water gitecethem in the desert. Moses then led the
people in battles against the Amorite kings Sihoed @g who had powerful kingdoms east of
the Jordan River. After these two climactic battlegel journeyed to the wastelands of Moab
poised to cross the Jordan and to capture Jericho.

Page 2



N ' Hebrew for Christians
: www.hebrew4christians.com Parashat Chuk:

Preliminary Questions
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What does the worBorah ((17im) mean?

What isTorah she’bikhtaanz2u 17im)??

What isTorah she’bal pelfte Syay main)?°

What is the Hebrew word for “commandment,” artthivdoes it meari?
According to tradition, how many commandmentsuodn the written Torah?
Approximately how many commandments occur inNke Testament?
What is the Hebrew word for “statute,” and wtaes it mean?

In the written Torah, what are the three baategories of mitzvot?

What does the wortlishpatim(@wau) mean? Can you give an example?
What is distinctive aboehukkim(@pr1) and can you give any example§?
Are all people intended to keep all the commaents?

What ismidrash(z372)? 2

In Jewish tradition, what does the whadakhah(2%7) mean??
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11
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“Direction” or “teaching.” It does not mean “lavels is commonly taught by many Christian teachers.

“That which is written,” referring to the textahhas been meticulously transmitted since the tifidoses in the
form of aSefer ToraH(i.e., a kosher Torah scroll).

Torah “which is oral,” referring to the legal aimderpretative traditions handed down by word afuth until these
were codified in the Mishnah and Gemara (i.e.,Tthkenud). The argument for oral tradition derivasnfrthe
system of judges that Moses instituted in the de$ée scribal traditions also are based on oralda well.
Mitzvah(msn), fromtzavag meaning to instruct or to command. A mitzvah @ivine commandment.

613. The wordraryag(a"7n) is an acronym that refers to the 613 commandngines in the written Torah.
Jewish tradition divides these into 248 positivEhu shalt...”) and 365 negative (“Thou shalt ndt..
commandments. The positive commandments are aallizgot asehithe negativemitzvot lo ta’aseh

Over 1,000 distinct commandments have been ifiteohti

Chok(pr), meaning a decree “inscribed” without a reasam,(a divine fiat). The plural chukkim These decrees
are to obeyed from a sense of trust and loyaltybroause they “make sense” to us...

Mishpatim(“laws” or “rules”), chukkim(“decrees”), ane@idot (“testimonials”).

“Judgments” (or laws), derived from the Hebrewrdvshafat(“to judge”). An example is not to steal or lie.
Chukkim (“decrees”) are not rationally compresibfe and therefore function as “divine fiats.” Soexamples
include the laws okashrut(kosher foods)tzitzit (fringes);teffilin, the sacrifice of the Red Heifer, and so on.
No. Some pertain only to women, others only fegis and Levites, others to kings, etc. Accordinthe Mishnah,
women are exempted from those mitzvot that areicesd by time.

A exegetical method that uses stories, allegoaied speculation to further explain the Biblieattt Collections of
midrashim (such as the Mekhilta, the Sifra, the fd#th Rabbah, etc.) are considered part of the GeWrial Torah
tradition. Some midrash are homiletical (aggadatgreas others are legal (halakhah).

The way to “walk” (i.e., the way to apply the iars commandments in everyday life). Traditiondhkhah
includes takkanot (case law), gezerot (restriciossd minhagim (customs). These correspond tthifee
categories of mitzvot found in the written Torah.
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Parashah Questions

What is distinctive aboytarah adumal{n»IR 172), or red cow sacrifice? (Num. 19:2)
What do the words “cleantahor) and “unclean” tame) mean?

Why is the law of the red cow called “the” dexi# the whole Torah? (Num. 19°2)
What basic type of sacrifice was the Red Heifer?

What was the basic recipe for creating the pingf waters?
What is the significance ekdar woodadded to the sacrificé?
What is the significance bfyssopadded to the sacrifice?

What is the significance of scarlet yarn addethe sacrifice®
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What is the primary source of spiritusicleannesin life?°
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How were the purifying waters applietd?

What was ironic about the ritual of the Red @otv
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According to Jewish tradition, what miracle easociated with Miriam®?
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It was truly a “holy cow” - entirely red, compédy defect free, and never used for profane pugpob&o or more
black hairs found on the cow would disqualify it fese in the ritual. The cow was to be a “heiféndt is, a young
female cow that has never borne a calf. Some diaémmed cow is atonement for the Golden Calf a&aiSin

Tahor means ritually acceptable whereas tamenmeaually impure.

It is called “the” decree because cleansing fdemth is the central ritual act. Note that the wasideg(728) is
composed of the same letters as the word for lp&dime” }27) as well as “beauty™Re).

A whole burnt offering (korban olah). Unlike otha@ah offerings, however, the hide was burned ghwith the
blood of the cow.

The red heifer is ritually slaughtered outsidehaf camp and some of its blood was sprinkled tdwlae Tabernacle
seven times (similar to the blood ritual of Yom Kip). Then its hide, its flesh, and its blood, witthdung, would
be entirely burned. The priest would add cedar wbgdsop, and scarlet to the sacrificial fire, #melremaining
ashes were then gathered and placed in a vesdairdag pure water. The priest and the one who édithe cow
were both to wash their garments, bathe in watet e unclean until evening. The ashes of the cerewo be
used to create the water of purification. (Num.191

Cedar (one of the tallest of trees) is thoughtfwesent pride or arrogance.

Hyssop is thought to represent humility or lowks (it grows low to the ground).

The crimson was to signify the blood; the thrbadnd the cedar and the hyssop together (Isa..1:18)

Contact with a corpse. Death represents a stateobeanness and impurity. This also explaingdheos about
touching blood, such as niddah laws.

They were not applied by hand, but by dippingéhinyssop branches into the basin and then shekitige water
onto the contaminated person on the third and seway.

Everyone involved in handling the Red Cow at siage of the ceremony — from its sacrifice to §heliaation of
the waters in the cleansing ceremony — became amtfeemselves. To become clean again, they haditdav a
day, immerse themselves in a mikvah, and wash thatines. It is ironic because the offering clearts@se who
are impure but makes the offerer unclean. In thgard, it is a picture of a wounded healer.

The well of water was given in his merit (alludedn the “Song of the Well” in Num. 21:16-18). & Apostle Paul
mentions this “rock” as the Messiah in 1 Cor. 10:4)
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13. What punishment came to Moses for hitting tek instead of speaking to it?
14. Why was Moses punished so severely for thisfdisobedience?

15. According to Jewish tradition, what miracleagipeared after Aaron diedf?
16. What special quality so endeared Aaron to wpfe?'°

17. If someone touches a dead body, he becomesambmei). For how long?
On which days does he undergo purificatibh?

18. The people had to circumvent Edom because ithg Would not allow them to pass
through, and once again they began to complaihef hardships. How did God punish
the people for their lack of faith, and how was pa@ishment removed?

19. Where did Miriam die”

20. What was Moses’ sin when the people complaihatithere was no watef?

21. What was Moses’ punishment for failing to fellGod’s instructions?*

22. Where was Aaron buried, and what action opieple showed that they honored hith?

23. When Moses sent messengers to the King of Edomdid he describe the relationship
between Israel and Edom, and on what basis?

24. Who were Sihon and O§?

13
14

15
16
17
18

19
20

21
22
23

24

He had to die in the desert and could not leacp#ople into the promised land.

The Rock was a picture of Him who was strickemHes people (Isa. 53:4 and 1 Cor. 10:4), and Mosesond
striking suggested that the Messiah would neecktstiicken a second time in order to provide thedeef the
people. No! The Rock that was once smitten was toove addressed as the “Living Rock” (1 Cor. 10:4)

The clouds of glory dissipated and stopped sudig the camps.

Of Aaron it was said he waev shalom v'rodef shaloma lover of peace who pursued peace.

He was unclean for a full week (7 days). He umeert purification sprinkling on the 3rd ant! @ays.

God sent “fiery serpents” to bite them; Mosesypthfor the people and God told him to fashioreayfiserpent and
mount it on a pole, so that anyone who was bittarnctlook at it and be saved from the venom. “AssElelifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the $tdtaa be lifted up, that whoever believes in himynmave
eternal life” (John 3:14-15). Humanity as a whodes bbeen “bitten by the snake” and needs to beatelivfrom its
venom. Just as the image made in the likenessaleéhktroying snake was lifted up for Israel’s hrea(iNum. 21:4-
9), so the One made in the likeness of sinful fig&bm. 8:3) was to be lifted up as the Healer efulorld.

Miriam died in Kadesh in the desert of Paran.

God told Moses to take his staff, gather the peafwng with Aaron, and then speak to the rocthabit would
give forth water. Instead, Moses gathered the petmgether, called them rebels and then struckattletwice
with his staff. A midrash says that after Mosesdkrthe rock the first time, only a few drops ofteraappeared, so
then he struck it a second time...Because of thésregl, the place became known as Meribah, onisti”
Because he failed to obey the LORD, Moses wasepited from entering the promised land.

Aaron was buried atop Mount Hor; the entire asdgmwept for 30 days.

The Edomites were descendants of Esau, the aldestf the Isaac and Rebekah, and therefore Madles! them
“brothers.” The Edomites’ original country, accargito the Torah, stretched from the Sinai peninaslfar as
Kadesh Barnea, south of the land of Moab. In Rabliiterature, Edom became associated with Ronahaily
dating from the time of the Bar Kochba revolt.

Two nephillim who were kings in Canaan. Sihon Wiag of the Amorites, and Og was King of Bashan.
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For Next Week:

* Read parash&alak (Numbers 22:2-25:9)
* Read the Haftarah (Micah 5:6-6:8)
* Read the New Testament (Rom. 11:25-32; 2 Pet.d&)Ju
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