N ' Hebrew for Christians
' . www.hebrew4christians.com Parashat Bereshit Part |

Shabbat Table Talk Page

Overview

 Parashah: Bereshit (n‘ij;, “in the beginning”)
« Chapters: Gen. 1:1-6:8
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Synopsis

Preface: In Jewish tradition, the word “Bereshit” can refeeitherthe first Toralportion of

the Bible (i.e., Gen. 1:1-6:8) or to the filgiokof the Torah itself. When it is used to referhie t
Torahportion, it is called “parashat Bereshit,” and the textars the creation of the universe,
including Adam and Eve, the subsequent transgmnesdiddam and Eve, the murder of Abel by
humanity’s firstborn son Cain, and the increasiagrdvity of the generations until the time of
the calling of Noah. When it is used to refer tellbok however, it is called “sefer Bereshit,” or
the “Book of Bereshit,” and the text covers evenyghfrom the creation of the universe to the
descent of Jacob’s son Joseph into Egypt in aatiicp of the great Exodus. Note that the
ancient Greek translation of the Bible (i.e., tegptdagint) called this book “Genesisl’({eoic:
“birth”, “origin”), a name that was carried over sabsequent Latin and English translations.

The Torah portion opens with this succinct statearabout the creative activity of God: “In the
beginning (i.e., bereshit) God (Elohim) created the heavens and the earth.” Note imrtedgdia
that the Scriptures therefore begin - not fromfitst person perspective of some man’s
understanding of God - but from an omniscient tipedson perspective, a Voice that reveals the
Glorious Power that created the entire cosmos ansief His Word. The very first verse of the
Bible, then, alludes to the triune nature of Gadfuather indicated by the use of the plural form
of the namélohimwith the singular verbara (he created). Indeed, the wdydreshititself
includes the root idea of “head” (i.e., rosh), whauggests the “head of all things,” that is, ® th
Messiah, the Creative Word of God who is the “hekall beginning and authority” and through
Whom and for Whom all things were created (Col612:10).

After this breathtaking opening line, shroudedtas in mystery, the Torah describes how God
created the univergesh me’ayin out of nothing (Heb. 1:3) over a six “day” petidn the

first day God created darkness and light; on ticerse day He created the atmosphere, dividing
the “upper” from the “lower” waters. On the thirdydHe set the boundaries of land and sea and
seeded the earth with trees and vegetation. Ofothth day He fixed the position of the sun,
moon and stars as timekeepers and illuminatorseoéarth. Fish, birds and reptiles were created
on the fifth day; and land animals, and finally thenan being, on the sixth. God ceased from
His creative work on the seventh day, and sandtifias a day of rest: the very first Shabbat...
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In addition to this general, “day by day” accouhthe creation of the universe by God, the
Torah provides a more focused account about howf@aoaked Adam’s body from the dust of

the earth and blew into his nostrils the “breatlifef so that he became a “living soul.” Notice
that the more detailed account includes referemtleel ORD God, the first time the name

YHVH is used in the Scriptures. Interestingly, lmstsecond account the earth is described as a
sort of “desert.” The earth was barren of vegetatim rain had yet fallen upon the earth, and the
LORD formed the man from the “dust from the grotimfter breathing into him so that he
became a living soul, God planted a garden in Etenhe east,” and there caused every tree
that was pleasant to the sight and good for foapting up from the ground. In the very midst
of this orchard were two special trees: the “Trekif®@” and the “Tree of the knowledge of good
and evil.” God then instructed the man to take cditbe orchard and to eat from whatever tree
he so desired, though he was warned not to eatttnertree of knowledge, “for in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die.”

After all this, God decided that “it was not godét man be alone,” and therefore decided to
make a helper suitable for him (ezer kenegdo). Befioing so, however, God first paraded each
of the animals he had made before the man, ancewdrathe man called the creature, so was its
name. However, after the parade was over and Adataratood there was not a helper “suitable
for him,” God put the man in a deep sleep and twk of his ribs to “build” him a helper, which
he then brought before the man. A delighted Adaen tescribed her as “bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh” and called her “woman” (ishabgcause out of man (me’ish) she was formed.
Since God originally created man as a singulargrerafter his “deep sleep” he was no longer
regarded as such until he became rejoined to liestavibecome “one flesh.”

Immediately after this, the woman encountered pesgrfiachash in the orchard who sought to
confuse her by questioning the meaning and scof@dfs commandment. “Did God sggu
shallnot eat ofanytree in the garden,” he hissed. “No,” the womaswaered, wanayeat of any
tree except of the fruit of the tree of knowledtpither shall we touch it,” lest we die. This
additional restriction gave the serpent his oppotjnisince God never told Adam that he could
not touch the tree, and therefore the serpeninidide measure, “you shall not die.” The serpent
then appealed to the woman’s curiosity, and sugddsiat God was withholding a secret good
from her by his restriction. “When the woman saat tine tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree whe ttesired to make one wise, she took of its
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her hdslbha was with her, and he ate.” Because of
their sin, Godirst cursed the serpent and announced the first prgpdfesalvation that would

be given through the coming seed of the woman'sément slayer” to come. After this, God
decreed his punishment upon Adam and Eve but imatedgimade tunics of skin and clothed
them, illustrating being “robed in righteousnessparted by an innocent sacrifice. Nevertheless,
God decreed that because of his sin, Adam (anddsisendants) would experience death,
returning to the ground from which he was formed] that his allotted time on this earth would
be marked by struggle and hardship. Moreover, rebaaished from the orchard and would live
in exile until the day when God would restore hihgs according to his promise of salvation.

When Eve later gave birth to her first son, iikely she believed he was none other than the
promised seed himself, as evidenced by her exclamdt have gotten a man — the LORD!”
though her expectations were surely dashed wheastater learned Cain was a murderer.
Eventually a third son was born, named Seth, whersh-generation descendant, Noah, would
be the only righteous man left standing in an ehticorrupt world.
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Parashah Questions

1.  What is the firsketter of the Bible? (Gen. 1:1)

2. What does the wotoereshit(0"2iX2) mean? (Gen. 1:%)

3. Why doesn’t the Torah begin with God’s Name, I'€od )X 4 /
created in the beginning®?

What existedbeforeGod created the heavens and the edrth?
How was the earth described just after its aeat(Gen. 1:2)
What was the Spirit of God doing over “the faé¢he waters? (Gen. 1:9)

What was the first thing Gazhid (Gen. 1:3)7

© N o g &

Why did Godseparatethe light from the darkness? (Gen. 124)

The first letter of Torah is the Bet)(that begins the worbereshit(n wxa2), a letter that is composed of three Vavs,
which add up to 18, the same value for chm&), (or life. The house of creation is then the Gfehe universe.

Bereshit comes fromeishit (n"wx7), meaning first or best (Psalm 111:10). Note th&tdoes not necessarily mean
“the beginning” in a temporal seng&ik7:7), but rather primacy or rulership over all thaisex Indeed, the word
bereshit(nrwixa2) includes the root idea of “headsXn), which suggests the “head of all things,” thatasthe
Messiah, the Creative Word of God who is the “hefall beginning and authority” and through Whonddar

Whom all things were created (Col. 1:16; 2:10).

This is to teach us not to pronounce God’s Namein. Alternatively, it is a token of God'’s huityl Gentile kings
wish to place their names before everything else1fORD places His Name in the middle of thingstesspeak.

We do not know and we are advised not to probel&eply into such mysteries. We take it on fditt tGod created
the universe at the precise instant he desiredfanm@asons of his own inscrutable will. Thersasne debate,
however, as to whether God created everything imstant and the description of the other “daysteuevelations of
things already performed on the original day, oethier we should read the text as literally a sixglriod of
creation. There is also debate on whether crebtigan in Nisan or in Tishri, relative to Jerusalem.

Tohu va'vohu 127 310), "confusion and emptiness.” Notice that this &ntioned to state that everything, without
exception, was created in the six days (i.e., the® no preexistent matter since God created theeins and the
earth, yet the earth was “without form and voidThe structure of the world was imposed by Godubtothe
imposition of His word, and if the world revertsddginal chaos, it is because God removes Hisaguiay presence.
Later judgments alluded to “tohu va'vohu” (e.ga B4:11; Jer 4:23), though this usage should néteaal into” the
meaning implied here.

The Hebrew verb is thought to mean “hovering"ddsrd over her young: Deut. 32:11), brooding aberwaters in
preparation for the creative acts that follow. Nibtat the “Spirit of God”t{*n‘%gg mn) is assuredly God Himself.

" Yehi Ohr(qix 1), “Let there be light.” Note that this light shdutot be understood as the light of the sun or the
stars, which were established in their locatioetafive to earth) on the 4th day. The Divine Liglts extremely
brilliant, that could “see to the ends of the wdtlthat is thousands of times brighter that thétigf the sun. The idea
that God spoke and something was created indicag@sion ex nihilo, oyesh me’ayin(Psalm 33:6, 9).
Godseparatedvayavdel) the light from the darkness, callirghti“good” @it). The same verb is used later regarding
the law of holiness: You are to distinguishm2751) between the holy and the common (Lev. 10:10)iarnke basis
for the closing Sabbath ritual calledvdalah.
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9. What did God create on tfiest day (Gen. 1:1-5)%
10. What does the Hebrew wordm(2i°) mean? (Gen. 1:5
11. When does a day (yom) begin?

12. Should we understand each “day” mentionederctieation account to be a literal,
24-hour day, or perhaps some sort of “eon” or peabtime?*

13. Why is the modern idea that the days of craaie really geologic ag&@smical to
the overall teaching of the Scripturés?

14. Did Yeshua believe Adam and Eve were createdyse'

15. Did God create the darkness? (Gen. f:5)

10

11

12

13

14

15

Heaven, earth, light, darkness, chaos, void, nvdtgy, night, wind, and perhaps angels. Accordingome sages, the
very first thing God created was the Throne of Glisry, followed by the angels, the heavens, théheatc.

In general, yom can refer to the period of lightcontrasted with the period of darkness, anéther is relational to
the measurement of the extent of sunlight ancelegive position (i.e., daylight). The word cancatsfer to a 24 hour
solar day that includes both evening and morningn(@.:5). An hour (sha’ah) is calculated by takimg total time of
daylight (from sunrise until sunset) of a particuday and dividing it into 12 equal parts. Thig#éledsha'ah zemanit
or a "proportional hour." Since the duration of liigiyt varies according to seasons of the yearpaqgmtionate hour
will therefore vary by season. For example, if she rises at 4:30 a.m. and sets at 7:30 p.m.pthktime of daylight
is 15 hours. 15 hours * 60 minutes is 900, whichddid by 12 yields a proportional hour of 75 mirsut€he "sixth
hour of the day" therefore begins 450 minutes &terrise, or about 11:30 in the morning.

The Torah repeats the formula, “it was evenimgl it was morning, one day,” therefore day follavight, and hence
we start the Sabbath and festivals at sunset afigiebefore The fact that light was created (and separatetdpnd
darkness implies that day follows the night, net ¢hher way around.

The Hebrew word yonm{*) appears over 2,000 times in Scripture, and whemievs used in connection with a
specific number, ialwaysindicates a 24-hour period. Likewise, wheneverciturs with the terms “evening” (erev)
and “morning” (boker), it always refers to a 24-hperiod. The idea of a literal six days of creati® the foundation
for the weekly Sabbath and was written by God Hlfieehe Ten Commandments: “For in six days theR[Dmade
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in thathrested on the seventh day. Therefore the LOIBEsed the
Sabbath day and made it holy (Exod. 20:11). Nadettie idea of the seventh day is connected wilidea of
holiness (Gen. 2:2-3). Likewise the Sabbath isedadin “eternal sign” between God and the peoplsraél because
“in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, andh@iseventh day he rested and was refreshed” (B4otl7).
The grammar of Genesis chapter one undeniablytbeegord “day” to mean a 24 hour period of time.

First the idea that “evolutionary theory” provitithe mechanism for creation undermines the messate gospel
since it puts death, disease, thorns, and suffééfigrethe transgression of Adam and Eve. Second, Yesblieved
in the literal creation of Adam and Eve and therefoeld to a “young earth” theory, since the datifitheir origin
was not thought to have been more than 5,000 yediose the advent of the Messiah.

Yes, He plainly stated that “from the beginnirfigieation God made them male and female” (Mark6)Land this
implies a relatively recent span of human histdfgshua clearly believed in a special act of creafits Adam and
Eve (Matt. 19:4), not that they were evolved cresguhat arose from past eons of time.

Yes, God formed the light out of the darkness, tierefore “night” (the time after sunset untihsgse) is part of the
concept of “day.” This explains why we say “thidoBath day” after sundown on Friday.
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16. When were the angels creatéd?

17. What is the firmameny{?7) in the midst of the waters? (Gen. 1:6'8)

18. What day of the week wast called good 3itn)? 8

19. On what day was all the world a ball of mud@rfGL:9)"°

20. What blessing is traditionally recited uponisge marvel of the natural world?
21. What did God create on ttiérd day? (Gen. 1:11-17}

22. Why did God create the lights in the firmam@@en. 1:14-19§?

23. Why did God create the sun, moon, and stathefourth day? (Gen. 1:14-19%

24. What did God create on tfigh day? (Gen. 1:20-2Ff

16

17

18

19

20
21

22

23

24

First it must be stressed that angeiscreated beings (Col. 1:16) and therefore theyndidpreexist the creation in
any way as “super intelligences” or “ideas” or astpf some “great chain of being.” Second, the BobJob has
God interrogating Job, asking him if he were présédren the “sons of God” shouted in praise wherfoliedations
of the earth were laid (Job 38:4-7). This couli@réo day one of creation or day 3, the estableshinof the earth.

This refers to some sort of division of waterartpn top, part on the bottom, with an expangbénmiddle. Perhaps
the expanse refers to air pressure that sepatsezlitface of the sea from the atmosphere and <Iduna “rakia,” or
expanse, is later called the sky (i.e., sha-magimthe place of the waters). Although heaven waated on the first
day, the firmament was created on the second day Monday). There is various midrashim on theirsaand
number of these firmaments, from two to seven....

The Torah does not use the expression “it wasl'goon thesecondday (i.e., Monday), perhaps because it was
primarily a day of separating the waters to creat@tmosphere, or perhaps because at this time ioime angels
had rebelled against God’s plan to create mankittlaerefore God created hell on this day.

On the third day, God separated the water fraaretirth to create dry ground, and this impliesntbed was a ball of
mud before God did this... Some of the sages saythiaword for earth, eretz+{x), comes from the word rutz-(),
meaning to run off, as water ran off to form thettea

Ma’'aseh Vereshit: “Blessed art you, LORD our Gkthg of the Universe, Maker of the work of Creatio

After creating the land, God created grass, beeding plants, and fruit trees, each of which waqurbpagate after its
own “kind” by means of seeds.

God created the lights (me’orot) to illuminatelativide the day from the night, and to functiorsams (otot) for the
appointed times and seasons (mo’edim) of the y&he “greater light” (i.e., the sun) would rule tti&y, whereas the
“smaller light” (i.e., moon) would rule the night this time the stars began to appear in the raghtfrom the
vantage point of the earth as well. According tmemf the sages, the original light (divine lightihctioned for the
first three days until a portion of it was sepadlatéf to create the light of the sun, moon, stats, This idea is
supported by the grammar: yehi me’orot, lit. “lebé lights,” the “it” here referring to the divitight...

God created the sun, moon, and stars on'tfay to demonstrate that all the universe was edet@rough His Word.
If they had been created before everything elsglfang), it could have been said that the world wistsout
beginning, and the earth produces life throughrfieences of astronomical bodies. The Torah stdtasplants were
createcbeforethe sun to indicate that nothing can exist aparhfHis sovereign will.

God caused “swarms of swarms” of fish to swimgbas and birds to fly upon the skies. God alsatedethe great
“sea serpents’b(_%"m:a o3'im7), thought to be whales or even dragons (perhdpdiady to the devil himself).
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25.  When did God bless first bless his creationeh(@:22)°

26. What did God create on thixthday? (Gen. 1:24-26%

27. What does the imagie‘g{;) of God mean? (Gen. 1:28)

28. Why does the Torah say God created the manit) in his image, and then states
that God created them male and female? (Gen. 1#27)

29. Briefly summarize what was created during ikelays of creatior?®

30. Why was man created on the sixth d&y?

31. What commandments did God give the man and war(@en. 1:28}

32. Did God create Adam and Eve to be vegetari@Bef. 1:29-30?

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

God first blessed the fish and the birds by sayire fruitful (72) and multiply §27).”

Various living creatures after their kindq*(:% mn wpd), namely, livestock, creeping things, and beabtheearth
(note that these are general categories of livirgtares, not specific species). The culminatiothe creation of
living creatures was of course man, who was creiatdte “image [tzelem] and likeness [demut]” ofdso

Most of the commentators understand the imagdgoaf to refer to intellectual apprehension, theafdanguage, the
ability to discover logical connections, and so dtinimally it means there is some sort of analagielationship
between God and human beings. Note that the pllealis make man in our image...” is thought to refer to God
speech to the angels, or as a “plural of majesipce the very next verse says, “And God createg() (singular)
man in his own image...” (1:27).

Either because the image of God has nothing twittosecondary sexual characteristics, or bechatte male and
females share in the image of God. It should bedbere that this verse provides only the barefinewf the
creation of man which will be developed furthe@enesis 2:4-ff. Regarding the image of God, howether sages
discuss the 248 bones of the body, thought to spard to the commandments, and the 365 negativeneoaments
(thought to refer to the days of the solar yearaddition, the existence of the soul in the wombiscussed, who is
bathed in the perfect light of Torah and then gitlenchoice whether to become a righteous souldcked one...

On the first day, God created the heavens (histhof Glory with the holy angels) and the earnthich was in a state
of watery chaos. God then created light and sepéiifrom darkness. On the 2nd day, God sepath&edaters to
create the atmosphere; on the 3rd day, God sefataesarth from the waters and created seedshé4ih day, the
cycle was renewed: God first created the celelgials (sun, moon, stars) to mark the seasonsiare On the 5th
day, He brought forth fish from the waters and ifr®m the atmosphere, and on the 6th day, He Ibtdogh living
creatures from the earth, culminating in the coeatif mankind in his image and likeness. Of Adarns written,
"whose father was God" (Luke 3:38), since he bbeedivine seed through creation.

Man was created on erev shabbat so that all waeilekady for him to enjoy the Sabbath with God edrately after
he was first created. All the other animals — idohg the lowly gnat — were created before man ashehat man’s
only advantage over other life forms lies in higié soul.

Be fruitful (pe’ru), multiply (re’vu), fill the arth (nilu et ha’arety, and subdue it, that is, harness the potentitief
world for your benefit. This concerns the commanditie marry, have children, and observe family fyurin Jewish
tradition, men should marry by age 18 in ordentoié any “vain emission” of semen, which is a foofrtumah
(uncleanness) that is similar to the uncleannessoafrpse itself.

Yes, they were to eat grain grasses and thedftiite trees.
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33. Why did the sages said that God did not explistate that “it was good” after he
created man on the sixth day? (Gen. 1:26%30)

34. After God was done creating the universe orstki day, what did He say regarding
everything that he had made? (Gen. 1°31)

35. What is the “yetzer hara®?

36. How could God say creation was “very goos'§ 2i),” while God allowed the
serpent into the garden to attempt to seduce mématte him sin%°

37. According to Jewish tradition, did God credte aniverse during the night?
38. What portion of Scripture do we recite durimi&y Night Kiddush?®

39. Why did God create the world in six days, rathan all at once?

40. What does the Torah liken to the finished doeanf God? (Gen. 2: 1

41. How could God “finish working” on the 7th daydstill rest? (Gen. 2:1-Z}

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

Since man has free will, it is not fitting to Ichim “good” before he has chosen to live a gotal lindeed, if man were
born perfect, he would be like an animal that lisgsnstinct. But God designed it so that man waslwithout
intelligence, and as he grows, is therefore resptaor developing his mind and qualities of cled. ..

God saw all that He had made and declaredtivame’od,'very good.” Perhaps God said this because mankixs
the epitome of creation, and everything else waated for the sake of man’s life on earth. Not¢ tta Hebrew word
for “very” is me’od (ikn), which can be rearranged to spell Adamy).

The evil urge, which is actually considered tagbed since it leads to the fear of death andpentance. God created
humanity with free will, and therefore potentialtjth both yetzer hatov (good urge) and yetzer hidia.unclear,
however, whether the evil urge was at work whenmdaad Eve were tested in the orchard by the serpent

The temptation by the serpent was a test. Gogvatl man to be tempted so that the choice betweed gnd evil
would be meaningful, real, significant, etc. Sidglam and Eve had avoided the question for awhilpaeently God
allowed the nachash to “force the issue” by putthem under a test.

No, everything made during the six days was eckdtiring the daytime, and nothing was createdgat,nwvhich
implies that God created the universe and allithat it in 72 hours.

The father of the house stands and reads Gehi@di2:3 as a “legal testimony” that bears witriaisé God created
the world and everything in it.

Surely God could have created the world in alsiimgstant, but he chose to create it in six dayth o teach mankind
about Shabbat and also to serve as a prophecthibaige was destined to last for six thousandsyd&zach of the six
days alludes to what would happen in a particuldermium, with the world to come beginning on teventh day.
Note also that the Hebrew word for "week" (shavuzr) also mean "oath," and therefore creatiorf itsel promise
of the Reality of God and His salvation for us.

Creation is likened to a bride. When God saidréaven and the earth were “finished,” the workkigh (772) from
which the word "bride"53) comes. Heaven and earth were adorned like aifigdurtde after God created it, and
therefore God said it was tov me'od... very good.

The sages reconcile this by saying that the tfitilight before Shabbat begins can be thought of as p&thalbbat
itself, and therefore God can be said to havesfiad working” even though it was the seventh dagstf Note that
twilight (bein ha-shamashot) is defined as aboutir@utes before sundown.
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42. What does it mean that God “blessed” the séveéay? (Gen. 2:3Y

43. How do we understand the unusual expressidri@wal rested from all his work
‘that God created to make"@y> o758 NI27UR)™? (Gen. 2:3)°

44. Why does the Torah not conclude the sectiaedtion by saying, “And it was
evening and it was morning, the seventh day”? VEhhe seventh day different from
the other days of creatiod®

Six Days of Greation

geneszsiz 1

T Reigning
genesis 2 King
1 2 3 4 a G 7
God's Throne the “expanse” | dry land, seas, SUn, Moo, fizh - waters; warious zhabhbat
(hashamayim]), | or atmosphere vegetation and the stars birds - air zpecies of land hl=dehut
the earth, the surrounding vielding seeds [seasons £ anim als;
deep; water, the earth; after their own calendar ¢ Sufferin Man was
angels, Light, sharnavimn spacies appointed Ser'u'antg created in the
darkness times) irmage of God
L 1 1 1
' ! ! tribubtian ¥
Tohu Torah bdzzhiach Kingdom
2,000 2,000 2,000 1,000

The following pertains to Genesis 2:4-3:1

45. Why does the Torah givesacondaccount of creation (Gen. 2:4-25§?

42

43

44

45

According to Jewish tradition, the blessing af 8abbath includes: 1) miraculous provision to ufip the needs of
that day, despite refraining from work and makingney; 2) a miraculous “spice” added to food cookadhe
Sabbath that makes it taste better than on week@ajise impartation aieshamah yeterafrm mau), the “Sabbath
Soul,” that makes Shabbat a delight and a spiritwaider.

The phrase “asher bara Elohim la'asot” is thotigimdicate that there are two orders of realigne that is natural
and follows the laws of nature (it is created "& dr "to make"), and the other is spiritual andiigler the reign of
Spirit. When God ceased from creating, He did dg wiith regard to the natural; but with regard hings of the
spirit, God never ceased working. Therefore weYseshua healing on the Sabbath day and justifyiegritacle by
saying, "My Father is working until now, and | anorking" (John 5:17).

Prophetically Sabbath is a counterpoint of therd/to Come, which is filled with radiance and lighnd therefore the
idea of “evening” and darkness do not apply to it.

This first account was general and cosmologit&;second concerns the “toldoﬁﬁ'@ﬁn) of Adam and Eve in
relation to the creation. Note that the word toldged in this verse (“generations” or “history8)spelled with an
additional letter Vawvij, the only occurrence of this spelling in the Tror&ihe word translated “when they were
created” gx12713) is written with a smaller letter Hey), suggesting that God created the world as easilyreathing
out an “h” sound. Note that this word can alsodmranged to spell the name Abrahamg@xz), which led some of
the sages to say that the universe was createdd@make of Abraham and his descendants (Rom..4:13)
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46. What additional revelation about God is foum@enesis 2:4%

47. Why does the Torah state that God did not lmang upon the earth since there was
no one to work the ground? (Gen. 2*5)

48. Where does the Bible teach that Yeshua isachebCreator?®
49. What is unique about the creation of man (@ef).*°
50. When do the sages think is the anniversaryesftion?°

51. Were Adam and created with “belly buttond"?

47

48

49

50

51

In Genesis 2:4, the phrase, “on the day that @@D God made the earth and heavens” includestteréference to
the name YHVH 11) in the Bible (before this, only the Name ElohimGx), connoting God’s power, is found).
Note that the Name YHVH connotes ideas about estnglife (i.e., | AM that | AM;ehyeh asher ehyehrnx ux
R, Exod. 3:14) and God's attributes of Mercy (Ex84:6-7). Notice further that while Gen. 1:1 says,the
beginning God (Elohim) created the heaven and ath & heaven is mentioned before earth, but in.Gehthe
creation of earth is mentioned before heaven. Thm&YHVH connotes God'’s compassionate closenassitg the
One who breathes into mankind the breath of lifdV¥ is another Name for God as our Savior, whicthexefore a
Name that foreshadows Yeshua...

The trees and plants did not emerge completethenhird day, but remained in the ground un@l $ixth day. Rain is
regarded as a blessing, the “fluid of life for therld,” but it is interesting that God withheld maintil man was ready
to receive the blessing of vegetative growth, € midrash states that God did not cause thesptargrow until
Adam prayed and asked Him for rain... The prayerdan is a major part of the Jewish prayer serviter &ukkot
since withheld rain is a form of judgment agaihg people: “grant dew and rain as a blessing.” ledses mankind
by making thermeedy- by requiring them to be dependent on the amofrainfall, etc.

It is mentioned in various places and impliedesery page of Scripture. Yeshua is called the @pator Himself
(Col. 1:16-19, John 1:1,14, Heb. 1:3, 3:3-4) whe gpon the throne of God Himself (Psalm 45:6-7H He8). He is
both the Judge and the Savior of the world (M&t2Z, Rom. 14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 John 4:14, Aci®). As the
Supreme Lawgiver Himself, "the Voice of the LiviGgpd speaking from the midst of the fire," Yeshubadth the
“LORD of the Sabbath” and the LORD of the TorahMidses... He is the "Son of Man," a Messianic Tthigt denotes
the promised King of the World (Dan. 7:13-14; Ma.:8, 16:27; Mark 8:38, 13:26; Luke 22:69, etBimply put,
Moses stands in relation to Yeshua as the creatanels before the Creator and is accountable to(Heb. 3:3; Matt.
17:1-3). The Name of Yeshua is the only name gfeesalvation (Isa. 45:21, Acts 4:12). Every knbalsbow to
Him. Yeshua = YHVH (compare Isa. 45:21-23, Rom10411, Phil. 2:9-11).

The LORD God formed§*) the man from the dust using his own “hands,” whsreverything else was created
through God'’s spoken word (Yehi.. Vaihi). Moreovitie LORD breathed into the marshmat chayina»n niwh),
the “breath [or soul] of life,” so that (vaihi) médmecameefesh chayafmn wg)), a “living soul.” God shaped you
within your mother's womb (Ps 139:13-14) and deédeinto the world with the breath of a "kiss" frdnis mouth.
There are two main opinions, dating from the twhélillel Il. The first is that God created the abon Elul 25, 3761
BC, six days before Rosh Hashanah (the day Godedteaan). The second is that the world was createdisan 1,
3760 BC, with man created on Nisan 6. There amesdebates about the exact year, however, duestigns
concerning genealogies and whether years of thesead the Jewish people were included into thelyemunt.

No, though rabbinical tradition states that Adaes created during the sunrise of tfedy circumcised... Both
Adam and Eve were created as young people, ar@gm@@ and were exceptionally beautiful. Eve veagmrded as
so beautiful that Adam could not even approach h&dam was extremely handsome, and his face likeshisee
with the Divine Light that was greater than therglMoses radiated after he received the SecondfS&tblets.
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52. What relationship is there between the bodythadoul ??

53. What difference does it make that each soubkas directly created by God? How
does this effect your self-image? Your view of o#7&°

54. Wherewas Adam created? (Gen. 2°8)

55. What special trees were located in the migignz)
of the garden? (Gen. 2:9)

56. What went out of Eden as a source of life? (QetD)*
57. Where does the Tree of Life reappear in Sad®Rev. 22:2}’

58. What was the primary commandment given to Adathe garden? (Gen. 2:15-18)

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

In Eccl. 3:19 it says, “Man’s advantage overdh@nal is nothing, for all is vanity,” other thametsoul which is
destined to present itself for judgment beforeTtheone of Glory. When a person sins, he injuressbul. For
example, if he gazes at another man’s wife, the eydis soul become blinded; if he sins with hizuth, the mouth
of his soul is struck dumb, and so on. The nattaalfunction as an analogy of the spiritual...

Each of us were created from utter nothingnedsagre brought into being solely on account of Gdaling will...
The soul's cry to God should always be, "If notYowu, | would not be here today; if not for Youpbuld be dead...."
We owe everything to God our Savior.

He was created using the dust of Moriah, in wiatld later be called Jerusalem, though he was&aaby God in
the Garden of Edenv-13), an orchard of delight located in the east (kedem), to work it and watch it (2:15).

The garden was an orchard of various beautiéaldithat were to be used for food. In the midsh@fgarden,
however, in the very center (i.e., the “holy ofikef) stood the Tree of Lifee¢n1 yv) and the Tree of Knowledge of
good and evily7 2 Ny yr). Some sages speculate these two trees sharedrtteetrunk, while others say the
Tree of Life stood in the midst while the Tree afdledge spread its branches over it.

A river went out of Eden to water the garden, antlbed the entire region. This is similar to tiver of the water of
life that flows from before the throne of God ahd tamb in the heavenly Jerusalem to come.

The Bible begins and ends with the Tree of Lifirst in the orchard of Eden, and then in the shiof the paradise of
heaven. "The Tree of Life (etz ha-chayim) washim tidst of the garden.." (Gen. 2:9). "Then theehsgowed me the
river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowg from the throne of God and of the Lamb throtigd middle of the
street of the city; also, on either side of therjithe Tree of Life (etz ha-chayim) with its twelkinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month...." (Rev. 22:1-2)ofite that the "twelve fruits" from the Tree of &ifRev. 22:2) are
directly linked to the "twelve months" of the Jekvigear (i.e., "each month rendering its fruit"). 8lwe months;
twelve fruits.... The sequence of the holidays @dah) were always intended to teach us great régalabout God.
That is why God created the Sun and the Moon fprssand for "appointed times" (Gen. 1:14). As @lso written:
"He made the moon to mark the appointed times (dioig the sun knows its time for setting" (Psalnd1®). Note
further that the Majority Text of Revelation 22:6ehds: "Blessed are those who do His commandmeritatthey
may have access the Tree of Life..." Faith and i@mee are two sides of the same coin.

Adam was instructed to “servet{iay) and to “watch” {mu) the garden on God'’s behalf. He could eat fromtaey

in the garden except from the Tree of Knowledg&obd and Evil, and was warned that if he did eanfit, he
would definitely die.
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59. What was so unusual about God’s warning to Adhout disobedience (Gen. 2:£7)
60. When did God first say something viasov, “not good”? (Gen. 2:18-19f

61. What does “ezer kenegdd*1fd> 1Y) mean? (Gen. 2:18§

62. What evidence is there of Adam’s great intellige? (Gen. 2:19-26j

63. How was Eve created? (Gen. 2:21-52)

64. Why didn't God create man and woman simultasl@’*

65. What was Adam’rst name for the woman? (Gen. 2:23)

66. What is the Hebrew word for “the serpent™? (Ga) ®°

67. What attribute was ascribed to this serpeneh(G:1)*’

68. Why did the serpent go after the woman? (Gg).°3

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

When God told Adam that he would “surely died@uble negative is usedhot tamut(nn nin), which can be
literally translated as “die you will die,” implygnthat not only Adam would die, but so would a8 diescendants —
including every living creature on earth. Thishe principle of the “federal headship” of Adam,ttha was
humanity’s “firstborn son” and representative bef@od for the entire human race...

God first said lo tovain~x5) regarding Adam’s state of being alone, withotheper fit for him” (=22 ).

It means a helper “oppositefif) to him. Adam’s wife would be his counterpartcatf mirror. If Adam walked in
righteousness, Eve would encourage him to contiifilie; disobeyed, she would likewise encourage toircontinue.
Adam named all the animals. Obviously he didjast randomly shout out names here, since thisdvoat have been
made a point of in the text of the Torah. Adam wahle to give a reason for each name he chose...tNati¢he point
of the “parade of animals” was to show Adam hisdniee a suitable partner in life.

While still at Moriah, God put Adam into a trareed then took out one of his ring) to “build” Eve. Note that the
sages say we can learn from this that a man stamtilds though he were asleep when he is at hormmsirng his
temper with his wife, etc. After God created Eve bnought her to Adam and recited the Sheva betduleulding
blessings) over them (as implied in Gen. 1:28 witasesaid, “God blessed them...”)

If God created man and woman simultaneouslyjghtrhave been thought that their purpose in ligswo simply
procreate just like all the other animals. God wéa\dam alone to teach that he was first of ahted to serve God.
Since Eve was “bone of Adam’s bone” and “flesthdam’s flesh,” he called héshah(mwx), from the wordsh (2x)
with a “directional ending.” Note that the Hebreaxt here implies that Adam said “this tinmy$n nxt) it is bone of
my bones,” meaning that this was thrdy time woman would be so created; after this, theatibn was reversed, with
man being created inside the womb. First womantalesn out of man; then man was taken out of theavo

The Hebrew word for the serpent is ha-nachasimj.

The serpent was described as more “crafty” ogwtirg1y) than any other beast of the field. Note this iegpthat
the nachash was originallynaammalrather than a reptile.

He wanted t@educeher, which some of the commentators say meanshhtsted after her (sexually) and wanted to
kill Adam in order to have her for himself.
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69. What did the serpent first say to the womargh(@:1-2)*

70. Why did Eve add to God’s commandment by sathatjshe was forbidden to even
touchthe fruit of the tree in the midst of the gardé@en. 3:3)"°

71. Why did the serpent tell Eve she wontit die after she explained God'’s
commandment to him? (Gen. 374)

72. What was the serpent’s appeal to Eve (Gen.’3:5)

73. According to midrash, why did Eve take of thétfand eat?*

74. Why did Adam eat the forbidden fruit offeredtbg woman?*

75. What was themmediateconsequence of their disobedience (Gen. 3:7-8)
76. What did God first say to the man? (Gen. #9)

77. What was Adam’s response to God? (Gen. 3:16712)

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

7

He asked her whether it was true whether Godafitether from eating from any tree in the gardehcadrse this was
a deliberately misleading statement to which EVecfempelled to “correct.” A midrash states that Herpent enticed
Eve with piety: since you should not eat of theeToé knowledge, you should abstain from all thegre.”

Eve was apparently quoting her husband’s wordthis connection Adam misquoted God and “put adearound”
God'’s Torah by adding this restriction, and thesatas going to use this to his advantage... Notethkre is some
guestion as to Eve’s understanding of the consexpseior disobedience in this case, “lest you digiat the same
wording as “die, you shall surely die...” Why weretlh communication problems even in paradise?

For the reason cited above. Satan knew Adam tiadpted God’s message and therefore sought t@iexpis by
showing Eve that his words were not to be trusted...

His appeal was that her eyes would be openedhang@he would be “like Godi(T>82), knowing good and evil.

During his seduction of Eve, the serpent pushedrtio the tree and Eve touched its forbiddert.fatan then said,
“Just as there is no death for touching it, soghemo death for eating it.” The serpent usedaki$proof” that his
words were true, and when Eve saw that she couldl@ahe fruit without being harmed, she believes words of
the serpent. She then saw that it was good for, fihad it was a delight to the eyes, and so on.

There is a lot of speculation about this. Sonyefstam realized she was going to die and theref@mated to share
her fate; others said that Eve demanded that Ademla eat it, and Adam, still untouched by sin, wasle more
vulnerable to her as a seductress. Eve argued\tizah had been dishonest with her about touchingytlie and
therefore that it was unfair that he should esdagrdate.

Their eyes were “opened,” they realized they wetleed, and they became ashamed. They then seyved s
together to make loincloths. According to midrabley sewed the fig leaves together using a thotmy fig leaves?
Because these were the leaves of the forbiddenitalf (i.e., the fig tree). When they heard theice of the LORD
walking” in the garden, they ran and hid themsebw@®ng the trees, presumably hoping God wouldrtitao

The LORD called out and asked, “Whene*R) are you?” (the same name as the word used éoBtiok of
Lamentations). This is the voice of a loving Fatimesearch of his son...

Adam essentially blamed God: “The womalnom You gave mshe gave me from the tree and | ate.” Adam did no
take responsibility and blamed the fiasco on thenawo.
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78. What did God say to the woman, and what didrsspond? (Gen. 3:13j

79. Why didn't God interrogate the serpent buteadtimmediately pronounced
judgment upon this creature? (Gen. 3:14)

80. What were some of the curses pronounced ugosettpent? (Gen. 3:14-1%)
81. What is the “proto-euangelion”? (Gen. 3:15)

82. Why are we “saved by faith” in God’s promisetieé Seed to comé?

83. What were some of the curses pronounced ugowdman? (Gen. 3:168j
84. What were some of the curses pronounced ugomén? (Gen. 3:17

85. If God said that “on the day” that Adam atenirthe tree of knowledge that he would
surely die, how come he lived to be 930 years @Bh. 2:17; 5:5%°

78

79
80

81

82
83

84

85

Mah zot asifmiy nxi-mn) — “what is this you have done?” From this we tetirat we should always ask a suspect
for their own account of the matter, in order tegamt testimony that might help in their defenee woman
responded by saying that the serpent had dece#feidto disobeying God.

God already knew that the serpent was the “datdisguise” and therefore there was no need f®tdstimony.

The serpent was cursed with ten curses. Hera fae. First the angels descended to cut off higlband feet.
Second, he was required to eat “the dust of thiéh ggrerhaps a symbol of the dust of death its&lird, he was
demoted to be reptilian, despised from all the obi@asts of the field. Fourth, the serpent wouldeha shed its skin .
Fifth, the serpent would suffer everlasting ennfiigm the coming Seed of the woman who would onedidiyer it a
final death blow by crushing its head (this is grefic of Messiah, the Serpent Slayer, who wouldetworcrush the
head of the serpent even if he was bitten in tie ¢haring the battle). Note that the phrase “dast ghall eat all the
days of your life” refers to the Messianic Age, whehe serpent will still be an enemy of God’s deay faith.

This is the “Gospel in the Garden,” the promisthe coming "seed of the woman" who would vanqufshserpent
(nachash) that had originally tempted and decelsseal Just as Eve opened herself up to the corrupfihuman
nature by heeding the voice of the tempter, sonshdd be opened up by God Himself for the delivesaaf mankind
through the advent of the Redeemer. That Godmigmwas first directed to Satan is surely by dessgnce he "left
his first estate" by becoming the "monster in thedgn" and was therefore primarily responsibleliertransgression
of Adam and Eve in the first place (Ezek. 28:1319%, The promise delivered to Satan was therefoeeaf coming
retribution and divine judgment: Evil would not feathe last word in the matter of mankind, and tleeeeSatan's
schemes would be avenged by God in the fullneisnef(Gal. 4:4-5). In a sense this promise fornes"iiomb" for
the whole course of God's redemptive plan for thvadn race. The first prophecy of Torah clearlycpéted the
coming of the Savior of mankind and a cosmic bddeveen good and evil.

Just as Eve caused the curse to descend bedehwexdapse of faith, so we are healed by trusiinGod.

Pain in childbearing (including the pain and lo§she monthly cycle); the difficulty of raisindiddren; the
subjugation of the woman to the man, and ultimatiblg curse of death itself.

Because Adam listened to his wife's seductiveespethe ground would be cursed, and Adam wouldfeain pain
(23Y) all the days of his life. Thorns and thistlesl# brought forth to vex the land, and Adam woldde to sweat
to make a living. Ultimately Adam was cursed witmishment from the garden and death itself.

The term “yom” in this case is grammatically noilified by number or in relation to other partshe calendar, and
therefore is a general term that can mean “a pearfidiene.” Since Adam died before he reached a§éd,,however,
and since a “day is as a thousand years” to the @#alm 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8), Adam died “on that tay.
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86. What does the word “Eve{iT) mean? (Gen. 3:20)

87. God replaced the fig leaf costumes of AdamEwelwith something better. With
what did God clothe them with after he spoke judgmgoon them? (Gen. 3:2%)

88. Why did God banish Adam and Eve from the ga?d&en. 3:22-23F

89. What did God place at the east of the garddtden? (Gen. 3:24§

90. What was so unusual about the birth of AdamEarels first son, Cain? (Gen. 4.1

[ Note that due to time constraints, the parashalystar Bereshit ends herq...
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For Next Week:

Read parash@oach (i.e., Genesis 6:9-11:32)
Read the Haftarah (Isaiah 54:1-55:5)
Read the New Testament (Matt. 24:36-46; 1 Pet.-32)8

86

87

88

89

90

Most translations say Chavvah means “living,’hfirohai (), “life.” However, some of the sages say her name
alludes to the Aramaic word feerpent(chavya), suggesting that Adam saw great troublkstscame through Eve’s
speech. Instead of “ishah,” then, Adam called@leavvah which comes from chavvah) meaning “to speak.”
Understood in this way, Adam was saying she wasntbier of all talkers, not the mother of all life!

God clothed them with “garments of skin,” suratyallusion to the Lamb of God who was coming tita fallen
humanity with his own righteousness...

To prevent him from eating the Tree of Lite*(i7 yv) before the time of his atonement was securedigiroreshua.
If Adam had eaten of the Tree of Life before hisifization, his fallen condition would have becom@ermanent
condition, without possibility of remedy in thiseg

God placed the cherubimrgn21) and the flaming swordarr ©i7) that turned every way to prevent access to the
Tree of Life.

When Eve said, “I have gotten a man with the loélfhe LORD,” the wordkt (MX) was interpreted to be “with”
(rather than an direct object marker) and the @f¢help” wasaddedto the text. The verse literally says, “I have

gotten a man etthe LORD!” Perhaps Eve thought that the man borner was the promised seed to come, the
“serpent slayer” who would save the world...
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