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« Parashah: Bamidbar (727122, "In the desert”) Y
e Chapters: Numbers 1:1-4:20
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— Torah Study Blessing —
Synopsis

The Book of Numbers begins precisely where the Bafdkxodus left off, with the glory of the
LORD hovering over the Tabernacle as the Israetiéesped at Sinai. On the first day of the
thirteenth month following the Exodus from Egypexactly thirty days after the Tabernacle was
first consecrated — God commanded Moses to talemsuf all Israelite males over 20 years of
age who would bear arms. Moses and the heads loftelae recorded the results, with 603,550
men in all. This number did not include the Levjteswever, since they were designated to take
care of the Tabernacle and its furnishings duringgjourneys.

God then gave instructions about how the Israeéitap was to be arranged. The Tabernacle
would occupy theentrallocation, with three clans of the Levites surrangdt on the north,
south, and west (Moses and Aaron’s tents were glaetore the entrance on the east). The
twelve other tribes were divided into four groupstmee, each of which had its own flag and
tribal leader’s tent. All of the tents of the Iditess were to face the Tabernacle on every side.
This camp formation was to be strictly maintainegdla/traveling throughout the desert.

A generalcensus of the Levitegas then performed. Originally all firstborn saidsrael were to
serve as their family’s priest, but because ofsineof the Golden Calf, this privilege was
revoked, and the Levites (who did not participatéhiat sin) were chosen instead. God instructed
Moses to count all male Leviteser the age of one monthith a result of 22,000. He then
counted all the firstborn sons of Israel and digced there were 22,273. Since there were 273
more firstborn Isralites than male Levites to repra them, those who lacked a corresponding
Levite (as determined by lot) had to pay a fivek&héransom” (i.e., fine) to redeem themselves.

Within the tribe of Levi three separdtamily clanswere counted, based on the lineage of Levi's
three sonsGGershon Kohath andMerari. Each of these clans was assigned special dotieslp
Aaron and his sons do the work of the Tabernadie.dan of Gershon was responsible for the
woven materials of the Tabernacle, the clan of Mérandled the wooden framework as well as
the courtyard and its sockets, and the clan of Kohas responsible for carrying the sacred
furnishings themselves. Note thsron and his two sonse., Eleazar and Ithamar) were part of
the Kohathite clan, though they alone were sepaifatespecial service. The Kohathites were
warned not to directly touch any of the sacred aisjehowever, and only Aaron and his sons
were permitted to insert the carrying poles andecalve objects before they could be moved.
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Basic Questions

Why did God count the people of Israkl?

Why was the census taked days aftethe Tabernacle was consecratéd?

What was the total number of Israelite males tive age of 20 counted in the censtis?
According to the sages, how were the people teol®

Why were Moses’ sons not part of the leadershiprael?

At the time of the census, which was the largése? Which the smallest?

What are the three main “subgroups” or faminsl within the Levites?

How were the subgroups of Levites arranged atdbe Tabernacle®?
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Why do the sages say that the tribe of Levi matsas populous as the other trib&s?

[EEN
©

The Torah lists the total number of Gershonkahathites, and Merrarites as 22,300, but
also states the total number of Levites as 22,800 do you explain this discrepanc}f’?

11. How were the 12 tribes arranged around the fFiabke?"!
12.  Which tribe faced the gate to the Tabernatie?
13. How did the tribes know when to break camp taael?**

14. What isPidyon Habenand who makes one toda$?

Because of His great love, God counts his pealpthe time. He counted Israel when they first EBfypt (Exod.
12:37); when He came to manifest His presence (EX0d 1-15) and again when the Tabernacle wasestect
(Exod. 38:25-28). A month later, He counted thest hefore the people left Sinai.

As a period of mourning (avelut) for Aaron’s sdtedab and Abihu who died on Nisan 1.

603,550, which did not include the Levites, wormarildren, or members of the “mixed multitude.”odeding to
Jewish tradition, this meant there were from twehiee million people who left Egypt during the Exis.

Each person gave a half-shekel (machatzit haethakd the total was then counted. Persons tHeesseere not
numbered since that would invite God’s judgmenthefrecords. Even today a minyan is counted usipggls.
Because they did not experience the Exodus frggpEand did not cross the sea with the peoplsrail, since
they remained in Midian with Jethro, Moses’ fatmefaw (Exod. 18:1-6).

¢ Judah (74,600) and Levi (22,300).

" The Kohathites (8,600), Gershonites (7,500), Medarites (6,200), each group was responsible dipihg
maintain the Tabernacle. Note that Aaron and his ¢pe., the priests) were actually part of thén&thite clan,
though they were separated for special service.

The Gershonites buffered the west end, the Mesatine south, and the Kohathites the north. MasdsAaron’s
tents were placed on the east end, directly bef@@ntrance to the Tabernacle compound itself.

To counteract the Egyptian decrees, God greatieased the numbers of the Israelites whose Wees made
bitter with hard labor (Exod. 1:12), but since tlevites were never enslaved, they increased ordyraitural rate.
Rashi states that the extra 300 were firstbons smd therefore needed to be “redeemed.”

Each tribe camped in the same positions as the goJacob stood when they came before him fobleesing.
The Tribe of Judah, from which would come the Mals Yeshua (the “Shiloh” prophecy).

The Shekhinah Cloud would move away from the Tiadge.

A symbolic ceremony of giving 5 shekels to a grriler the redemption of a firstborn son (calleaeghor).
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Advanced Questions

15.  Why did each tribe have a different flag whies Israelites were one natiott?

16.  Why were Jewish men under the age of 20 nowall to fight in Israel’s battles?

17.  Why did God want Levite guards standing angitb@ in the Tabernacle?

18. Why did God require a census when He alreadyvkreverything?®

19.  According to Jewish legend, how did Moses co@tabies of the Levited?

20. According to midrash, what happened to a Lewtie switched his job?

21. What carried those who carriedit?

22.  Who traveled through the desert walking backis2®

23. What is unclean that carries the clezin?

24. Why did God reveal the Torah in the deserhaathan in the Promised Lantf?

25.  Why was Judah stationed on the eastern sidedfabernacle?

26. Why does the Torah suggest that we secludelvessin the “desert” at time$?

27. Why is a Torah teacher to be regarded as heffato his students?

15

16

17

18

19
20

21
22
23
24
25

26

27

To indicate that the Jewish people were twehatitms” united as one people of God. The flaguofah was
distinctive, however, because it was the colohefsky with a fiery lion emblazoned upon it.

“At five years of age, the study of Scripturefet, the study of Mishnah; at thirteen, the olil@ato observe the
mitzvot; at fifteen, the study of Talmud; at eigérte marriage; at twenty begins the pursuit of lfavot 5:24).
Though God did not need any guards, it was adidionor and “palace protocol.” Though the Levitese not to
serve in the military, they were recognized asfifigting force against idolatry (based on Phinehas)

When someone has a collection of precious vadisglill is a pleasure to count them again and againnting
someone also means recognizing their worth in yes ef God. You matter!

God instructed him to walk up to the tents, ariBa Kol” (heavenly voice) would tell the number him.

A Levite who did the work of a Kohen or did thenk of another clan of the Levites was to be “dfit @.e.,
judged by heaven to eventually die an untimely lieat

The ark of the covenant miraculously carried ¢haho carried it. Drash: As we “lift” the Torahcarries us!

The Kohathites who carried the ark of the covémafront were required not to turn their backghe ark.

The donkey is unclean (tamei) but was used try ¢the Messiah into Jerusalem (Zech 9:9; Matt. B):2

To indicate that it is available for all peoplékewise God chose nondescript Mt. Sinai as a takadis humility.
Because it was closest to the entrance, as biediting of Israel. Also, the eastern entrancedgihe sun,
suggesting the future glory of the Messiah.

The Hebrew wordnidbar (“desert”) shares the same rootdavarwhich means “word.” Sometimes we need to be
alone to hear God speakikgl demamah dakkatthe sound of a still small voice” (1 Kings 19)1¥ eshua
Himself spent time in the desert, as did John thptiBt, etc.

The teacher who influences you most for heaven'iartual father.” According to the early sagadeacher
“adopts” his students and is responsible for therhig own children, and likewise the children aresteem him as
a spiritual father. This is based on how Elishacto Elijah: “My father! My father!” (2 Kings 2:32
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28. Why was the tribe of Levi not counted with thst of Israel?®
29. (Midrash) Where did the “Well of Miriam” settiehen Israel camped in the deséemnt?
30. The Torah states that the Israelites were tnben by the house of their fathers (not their

mothers). If a father belonged to one tribe, anabéher to another, to which tribe would the
child belong?®°

Discussion Topics

1.

The sages note that the idea of a census erpriegs paradoxical truths. On the one hand, it
implies that each individual is significant, whda the other hand, it implies that each
member of the community - from the greatest todkdiest - counts for no more and no less
than “one.” Discuss the balance between the vditieeandividual verses the value of the
group. Relate this to the metaphor of “membersnaf lnody” that the Apostle Paul used
when he described the ideal hierarchy and commuwitlye church (1 Cor. 12).

Why did God count just the adutalesof Israel? Didn’t the women and children coumt, o
was the census primarily for the sake of militamility”? And what about the “mixed
multitude” (i.e., those Gentiles who tagged alonthwsrael during the Exodus from Egypt)?
Not only were members of this group ineligible énv& in the army, they weexcluded

from the camp, and therefore were clearly desighase‘outsiders” (and even a burden on
Israel). Moreover, why were the Levites set apsa dhigher caste” in this system, and
indeed, why were Aaron and his sons regarded dtitjeest caste” of all? Do you find such
stratification unfair, or do you see the need ftiexarchical order for societyRiscuss..

On a “macro level,” the Torah tells the storyaf pilgrimage to Zion, the mountain of the
LORD that will one day fill the whole earth.... Gens describes our creation and fall;
Exodus describes our bondage and deliverance;itevitlescribes the walk of holiness; and
Numbers describes the test and refinement of atlr @@euteronomy is “mishneh Torah,”
the retelling and review of the inner meaning @ finst four books). Discuss some of the
themes of the Book of Numbers in light of this gfararrative.

In a sense, we are all “living in the desertasawait the final redemption. What are you
learning as you walk with God through the wildeshebthis world?

The formation of the camp of Israel was set ith wilitary precision. How does the idea

that God would engage His people in war with otrerons fit with Yeshua’s view of

“turning the other cheek” and loving our enemiesthere a difference here between national
and personal ethics? When is “spiritual warfarestified? Is it ever right to hate the enemies
of God? What about Satan? Should we be willinghtmslove for the evil one?

% Since there would be a decree of death in thertlapon those who accepted the evil report okpiies, God
spared the Levites since they were not part oflyeng mission (Num. 13-14).

29

It “rolled along” with the camp and would finalfgst in the courtyard of the Tabernacle, whereatater would

flow out from there. This foreshadows the comingnpée of Messiah when water will flow out from itdst.
%0 The father’s tribe. This custom holds to this:d&kohen, Levite, or Israelite derives from théhfar's side (though
if a non-Jewish man fathers a child with a Jewisiman, the child is regarded as Jewish).
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10.

11.

12.

“His banner over me is love” (Song 2:4). Eachpdtribe) of Israel had their own flag as
a token of their identity and place in the kingd@wum. 2:2). How important is the idea
of your heritage and ancestry? Do you feel thatg@ua “member of the tribe”? Do you
believe you have a place at God’s banqueting tableat is it that makes you a “child of
God"? Do you have assurance that you are a memli§god’s house? (see Rom. 8:16).

As a follow up question, since everyone haseane belong, how do you help people
feel welcomed and valued in your life?

Numbers 2:2 reads, “Every one of the Israehitest camp under his standard with the
emblems of his family; they must camp at sadisance(zan) around the tent of meeting.”

In the Book of Joshua, the people were furtheruaséd to keep 3,000 feet away from the
Ark of the Covenant (Josh. 3:4), which the rabhtsi interpreted to mean that there should a
“walking limit” (eruv)of no more than 3,000 feet beyond one’s hous@éesabbath.

Discuss the idea of boundaries for the communityiembenefits and limitations.

Some rabbis argue that the reason the Levites egeinted from the age of one month up
was because a newborn baby is not regarded adeéViatil it reaches 30 days of life. In
Jewish tradition, if an infant dies before reach@gdays, no funeral or mourning
practices are observed. The Pidyon Haben cerensaaiga required for a firstborn only
after the baby reaches 30 days of life, no sodderthe other hand, a baby boy is required
to be circumcised on the eighth day of life andTheah defines the “breath of life” as an
indication of the presence of the divinely imparsedl fiefesh. Indeed, many people
believe that God creates the soul at the time néeption, and the prophets speak of
God'’s knowledge of useforewe were born. For instance, God told Jeremiahfdigel
formed you in the womb | knew you, and before yarenborn | consecrated you” (Jer.
1:5, Gal. 1:15), and likewise the Psalmist dectdrésur eyes saw my embrya'{s) when

| was inside the womb. All the days ordained forweze recorded in your scroll before
one of them came into existence” (Psalm 139:16)y@othink that God individually
creates each human soul, or is it somehow “passeddor inherited through Adam?
This has implications for the idea of “original ’s{@and spiritual rebirth)Discuss..

The death of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihupaetioned again in this portion, which
the sages say indicates Gobl&artacheover them. Every time their death is mentioned,
their offense is also cited: “they offered strafige” What do you think this phrase
means? Have you ever risked offering “strange firefore God?

The reading of parashat Bamidbar always oadoe to the holiday of Shavuot (Pentecost).
In the New Testament, “tongues of fire” appearddatgge” to the Jewish pilgrims who
gathered there to celebrate the giving of the T.dbacuss the irony of Shavuot, especially
in light of the warnings found in the Book of Numgeegarding walking in faith...

It has been rightly said that the Book of Nurskdisplays both the “goodness and the
severity of God” (Rom. 11:22). The New Testametdsiarious acts of rebellion mentioned
in the book as “parables” or examples that wererdad so that we might be warned to keep
our faith resolute (1 Cor. 10:6, 11). Discuss whg New Testament teaches that the stories
in the Book of Numbers were intended to warn ughefconsequences ohbelief
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13.

14.

For Next Week:

Why does God bring His people into the desEn& Hebrew woranidbar (“desert”) shares
the same root as the woddvarwhich means “word.” When God spoke the Torah tes&4)

it was from a nondescript mountain (Sinai) — a @latemptiness, brokenness and need —
which therefore suggests the wordhoimility. Indeed, another word for Sinai@horey a
word that refers to the dryness and desolationt iBhthe starting point — not the lush places
of future promise. We receive Torah “bamidbar”tfie desert) because we can only hear
God’sdavarin a place of humility and inner quiet. God bringsto an arid place —
inhospitable, and dangerous — to reveal our needifa. This is a necessary excursion to
prepare us to look for the greater hope of ZDiscuss...

The Book of Numbers marks the end of the hisdbnarrative of the Torah, since it
briefly describes the Israelites arrival at the ehtheir journey, the impending death of
Moses, and the appointment of Joshua as the nelerledthe people (the Book of
Deuteronomy presents Moses’ final sermon befordié@). The Torah leaves us in the
desert, waiting for aew generatiomnder the leadership of Joshua (another name for
Yeshua) to lead the people into their inheritahcevhat ways have you crossed the
Jordan and defeated the “giants” in your life? yme in the land or in the desert?

Levi { Levites }
Read Parash&taso (Numbers 4:21-7:89) e | e Tontk |
Read the Haftarah (Judges 13:2-25) Gershan Kohath Merari

Read the New Testament (ACtS 2117_26) Woven Maferials  Saered Fz.;rm'.sh:'ngs Wooden Paris

Amram

Aaron | {Kohanim }
Fast

|
Avodah

Fowrth Camp
157 800
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Third Camp Enhrai H & 7 . : — Judah g First Caamp
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Secend Camp
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