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Synopsis

This week’s Torah portion moves from the precedisgructions regarding ritual purityahora

to recall the tragic incident of Nadab and Abithe two sons of Aaron who were killed when
they offered “strange fire” upon the Altar of In@enduring the dedication of the Tabernacle
(Lev. 10:1-2). Because these priests came clodeetbloly of Holies in an incorrect manner and
were killed, the LORD further commanded Moses #drinct Aaron that he should enter the
innermost chamber only in a carefully prescribedhnest once a year - on the tenth day of the
seventh month - during the sacred time called Yapp#r (i.e., the “Day of Atonement”).

On this most solemn day, Aaron was commanded tceirsenhimself in a mikveh and to dress in
all-white linen. He then was instructed to slauglatéull as a personal sin offering. Aaron then
brought soméetoret(incense) to burn within the Holy of Holies befoeturning to sprinkle the
blood of the sin offering seven times before thk afrthe Covenant (i.e., tHeapporetor

“Mercy Seat”). Aaron repeated this procedure usimggblood of one of two goats that was
selected (by lot) to be slaughtered as a sin oifeon behalf of the people. After this, Aaron

took more of the sacrificial blood and purified thkar of Incense and the other furnishings of
the Tabernacle. Later, the fat of these sacrificas burned on the Copper Altar in the courtyard,
though the hide and the flesh were to be entirampédoutsidethe camp.

After purifying the Tabernacle, Aaron went to theegof the courtyard and laid both hands upon
the head of the other goat (designated “for Az&dashame for the accusing angel) while
confessing all of the sins and transgressionsepdople. This “scapegoat” was not slaughtered,
however, but was driven away into the wilderneasying “all their iniquities unto a land not
inhabited.” Finally, Aaron returned to the Tent,slkad and changed his clothes, and offered two
burnt offerings — one for himself and one for te@ple — to complete the purification process.

This elaborate ritual was ordained to be a deaeésfael, and the day of Yom Kippur was to be
observed every year as a time of “affliction andunming” for all the people.

The portion ends with further instructions aboukimg sacrifices, including the prohibition
against offering sacrifices apart from the ritesh&f Tabernacle. The consumption of blood is
explicitly forbidden, since blood was reserveddacrificial purposes upon the altar. Finally, the
portion presents a list of forbidden sexual reladltps, concluding with the general prohibition
against following the abhorrent practices of othations.
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Basic Questions

»
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Acharei Mot means “After the death.” Why wereréws two oldest sons, Nadab and
Abihu, killed when the Tabernacle was first dedicat’

What does the term “Yom Kippur’ meah?
When is Yom Kippur observed?

During the Yom Kippuavodah(priestly service), what animal was Aaron requited
sacrifice as a sin offering, and what were the fetpoffer?*

What area of the Tabernacle was Aaron alloweghter during Yom Kippur?
Before he first entered the Holy of Holies, wivais Aaron required to d§?
What avodah did Aaron do the first time he exdehe Holy of Holies?
What did Aaron do theecondime he entered the Holy of Holie%?

During a special ceremony of Yom Kippur, Aaretested two male goats over which
lots were to be drawn. What were each of the gosed for?

What was done with the blood of the sacrifigedt?'°

What was done with the live goat?

Why are we not allowed to eat blood, and hoitvrismoved from meat?
How may times did Aaron enter the Holy of Hsl@n Yom Kippur??

According to Jewish legend, what special Nafm@am did Aaron carefully enunciate
when he prayed within the Holy of Holie¥?

! Because they offered “strange fire” in the Holgde of the Tabernacle.

2“The Day of Atonement.” The word Kippur is actyailural in the Hebrew, indicating the purificatidgtuals. In

traditional Judaism, Yom Kippur is the holiest ddythe Jewish year, marked by fasting and penaéptiayers.

On the tenth day of the seventh month of the skewear (i.e., Tishri 10).

Aaron was required to offer a young bull for Hies of the priests; the people were required fier divo male goats.

The Holy of Holies, or the innermost chamberhaf Tabernacle that contained the Ark of the Coverdre

punishment for entering this areaaaty other time was death.

He had to immerse himself in a mikveh and changeall-white linen garments. After doing so, hedho perform

vidui (confession) and slaughter a bull for a peedain offering.

He burned two handfuls of ketoret (incense) tafkem the Golden Altar using coals taken from thapger Altar.

He sprinkled the blood of his sin offering beftine kapporet ("Mercy Seat") of the Ark.

One was to be sacrificed as a sin offering ardther was to be sent into the wilderness aneleased.

191t was taken into the Holy of Holies and sprinkleefore the kapporet, just as was done with Aarsini offering.

1 Aaron was to lay both of his hands on the heati@foat and confess over him all the sins o&lsa“put them”
on the head of the goat; then the goat was takery &mthe wilderness and released.

12 Because thaefesh(life/soul) is in the blood, we “kasher” meat lyaking and salting it.

13 Four times: First to burn incense; second toraffe blood of the bull; third to offer the bloofithe goat; and one
last time to remove the censer from the inner cleamb

4 The sacred Name YHVH, which was otherwise forbittitebe spoken.
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Discussion Topics

1.

For Next Week:

How do you see the High Priestly avodah of Yashuight of the Yom Kippur rituals,
particularly in the two goats offered as a sin ifi@er? How does this compare with the rituals
described for “cleansing of the leper” found earireparashat Metzora?

When William Tyndale translated the Bible intoghish in the 16th century, he coined the
term “scapegoat” to refer to the goat that wasassd into the wilderness bearing the guilt of
the people. What does the word “scapegoat” contmoyeu? Discuss the idea of
substitutionary atonement and the idea that Yeghtie “Scapegoat” for your sins....

The Torah is filled with various imperativesarfe kind or another. The temmitzvah(misn) is

a general term used to refer to any commandmeertdily God. Mitzvot (pl.) can be further
divided into the subcategories of “mishpatim” artitikkim.” Mishpatim are rules or
“jludgments” that make sense to us and that promvetebeing in a society, whereas chukkim
are divine decrees that often defy human reasavid& some examples from the Scriptures.
Why do you think God might ask us to obey somethwegcannot rationally understand?

The word “halachah’£5n) refers to Jewish law, especially as applied ity diaing. In
Leviticus 18:4 we read, “You shall follow my rul@nishpatim) and keep my statutes
(chukkim) to walk in them” The phrasalechet bahentito walk in them” is used to explain
God’s requirement that we observe his commandmertsr daily lives. As a follower of
Yeshua, what are the basic principles you liverbydur walk with God?

In Leviticus 16:21 three different Hebrew woeds used to describe the sin transferred to the
scapegoatchet(xen), pesha(yuz), andavon (), usually translated as “sin,” “transgression,”
and “iniquity,” respectivelyChetimplies “missing the mark” through oversight onggance;
peshaimplies willfully “going beyond the limits” of Gad law, andavonimplies perversity

and defiant rebellion. Give some examples of egpé bf sin...

oYl =

Shabbat Shalom!

Read parash&tedoshim (Leviticus 19:1-20:27)
Read the Haftarah (Amos 9:7-15)
Read the New Testament (1 Pet. 1:13-16; 1 Cor26)9-
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Addendum: The Mystery of the "Scapegoat”

This week’s Torah portion focuses on the solemm torhYom Kippur (the “Day of Atonement”),
which included the mysterious rite of the'ir mishtale’ach- the “sent goat.” During a special
ceremony, Aaron selected two male goats over wibishwere to be drawn. Both goats were to be
unblemished, sound, and as much alike as pos€iblene lot was inscribed “for the LORD”
(mm5) and on the other was inscribed “for Azazékk(vb). After the lot was selected, the goat
designated “for the LORD” was to be slaughteredia®ffering for the people, whereas the other
goat was marked with a red band around its horddedhat the gate of the Tabernacle courtyard.
Later in the service, Aaron would confess the sirthe community of Israel over this goat, which
would then be “sent to Azazel” in the desert (LE#.5-10; 21-22). Notice that in some ways the
ritual of the “two goats” of the Yom Kippur servieeas similar to the ritual of the “two birds”
used for the cleansing of the leper we saw edriparashat Metzora, since in both cases the
focus was on purification from uncleanness (tunsatured through the mediation of a priest...

The sending away of the goat “to Azazel” is regdrde one of the central rites of the entire
Yom Kippur service, though it has puzzled manyhef traditional Jewish commentators. The
sages ask how the idea of ritually “transferringg sins of the people onto a goat can be
reconciled with the Torah’s clearly expressed comuin@ents that each person has a duty to
undergaeshuvahand take responsibility for his or her own actians light of this paradox the
sages wonder why the Torah commands that on theshdiay of the year a “scapegoat” for sins
should become the focal point...

While many Christian scholars think “Azazel” confemm the verbazal (>ix), meaning to “go
away” (i.e., to banish), the Jewish sages generafjgrded the name as a reference to a
geographical location of some kind, perhaps to antainous region with precipitous cliffs
(Bavli Yoma 67b). According to Jewish traditionettdesignated man” assigned to run the goat
away from the camp would go to this location totptige goat off a cliff to its death (Lev. 16:21-
22). But notice that the idea of killing the gosti Rabbinical fiction, since the Torah simply
states that the goat should be “sent away#1) into the wilderness. After all, if the animal was
meant to béilled as a sacrifice for sin, why wasn't it slaughtea¢the Tabernacle, as was
required for all other sin offerings? Moreoveiisitlear that the goat was not intended to be
regarded as a sacrifice offered to “Azazel” or satheer angelic being, since the Torah
repeatedly forbids such acts of idolatry (e.g.,.LEX.7).

According to Maimonides, “Azazel” symbolically regzented the “extreme” point of being
“outside of the camp,” and the goat’s exile wasmated to instill fear that the same fate awaited
those who refused to repent. Other commentators sad that since some of the Israelites made
offerings to demons (i.esg’irim [ovw], the same word for “goats”), the rite of the “sgoat”

was intended to destroy the idolatrous impulsdefeople (Lev. 17:7). Still others have
suggested that the two goats represented the &rbgtyveen Jacob and Esau, who were similar
in appearance but had very different destinieolaepresented holy sacrifice (i.e., the goat “for
the LORD” at Zion) whereas Esau represented exéde Mount Seir, the “mountain of goat”).
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The midrash states that the “sons of god” who mégried with human women (Gen. 6:1-2)
were actually two angels - Aza and Azael - whoioally asked God to allow them to enter
human history to prove their loyalty. These twoelagebelled, however, and introduced gross
perversions into the human family, and the “semttwas therefore offered to atone for the sins
of gross sexual perversions and other horrendais 8lost of the sages regard this midrash as
an allegory intended to warn against sexual sid,tharefore the description of the Yom Kippur
service is immediately followed by a list of forbigh sexual relationships (Lev. 18).

Finally, a few commentators have suggested thatitileed of the sent goat was a sort of
“concession” made to the devil. They argue thattlime “Azazel” refers to a name of a
particulardemon(perhaps even of the devil himself) that was assed with the wilderness
regions (see Matt. 4:1). Instead of allowing iltegate sacrifices made to the “goat demons”
(Lev. 17:7), the ritual of “banishing the goat” ackvledged the power of spiritual darkness, and
constituted a repudiation of “the force that rudesolate places, whose power is revealed in
bloodshed, war, destruction, and under whose atytare the demons, tree’irim, the he-
goats” (Nachmanides/oreh Nevuchim “Azazel” therefore represents the dread of sid evil,
which is regarded as essential to gent@shiuvahand the “banishing of the goat” is symbolic
of the need to resist the power of the devil... il of the sent goat is therefore not intended
to “appease the devil” but is meant to banish intpand perversity from the community in
order to avoid offending the LORD. After all, theaj was nosacrificedbut ratheisent away
from the Presence of God...

The author of the Book of Hebrews writes, “When Messiah appeared E®hen Gadolhigh
priest) of the good things to come, then, throdghgdreater and more perfect Tabernacle which
is not made with human hands (that is, not of ¢hestion), he entered into tk@desh
Kodashim(Holy of Holies) once and for all - not by mearighee blood of goats and calves but
by means of his own blood, thus securing for umeateedemption” (Heb. 9:11-12). The
Levitical system of worship was a shadow of a greetality to come, since “it is impossible
(advvatog) for the blood of bulls and goats to “take away.(adaLpéw, the Greek word used to
translate the Hebremnz, to “cut off”) sins” (Heb. 10:4).

In light of the ministry of Yeshua as our great Migriest of the New Covenant, we understand
the blood of the sin offering “to the LORD” to regsent the blood of atonement that was shed
upon the cross for our purification from sin, wreese¢he offering made “to Azazel” represents
the additional aspect of removing of our sins fautside the camp.” Just as both of the goats of
the Yom Kippur ritual constitutedsaingleoffering made to God (i.e., Lev. 16:5 states “he
[Aaron] shall take ... two male goats for a (siragukin offering”), so the sacrifice of Yeshua
represents two aspects asiagleoffering before God. The blood of the first goatsagiven “to

the LORD” for atonement, but the exile of the setgoat was given to banish sins from the
Divine Presence. Likewise Yeshua served as botltmning sacrifice before the Father and as
our “scapegoat” who “carries away our sins” (Is&455; Matt. 8:17; 1 Pet. 2:24). The “sent
away goat” represents the separation from GodYhahua experienced on our behalf as He
bore the wrath of God in our place... Because @Messiah’s sacrifice, our sins are now put
away “as far as the east is from the west” andaeyer buried in the bottom of the sea, never to
be remembered again (Psalm 103:12; Mic. 7:19384.7; Jer 31:34). Yeshua is both our Sin
Offering whose blood cleanses us from sin as et “Scapegoat” who forever banishes our
sins from God’s holy Presence. Bless His Holy Name.
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