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Yom HaBikkurim -

Messiah as the Firstfruits of the Harvest
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The Day of Firstfruits...

The dayfollowing the first day of Unleavened Bread is called Yom
HaBikkurim @1oan av), “the Day of Firstfruits,” or Reshit Ha’Katzir
(=~spm mrwnn) the “first of the harvest.” In ancient times, thims day a
sheaf (omer) of barley (the first grain crop tcenpwas waved before
the LORD in a prescribed ceremony to mark the sifaitte counting
of the omer, thereby initiating the forty nine daguntdown to the
jubilee harvest festival of Shavuot:

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak tq#aple of Israel and say to
them, ‘When you come into the land that | give ymd reap its harvest, you shall
bring the sheafomer) of the first(reshit) of your harvest to the priest, and he
shallwave the sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be accepté&h the day

after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. And on the day when yave the

sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year old with@emish as a burnt offering
to the LORD.’ (Lev. 23:9-12)

In other words, on this day the priest would washeaf(omer) of green barley before
the LORD as a symbolic gesture of dedicating thraing harvest to Him.

When was the Wave Sheaf Offering Made?

There is some controversy about precisely whenvenee offering(calledtenufat
HaOmer) was performed, since the phrase “the day afteB#idbath” can refer to either:

1. Sunday (ol¥om Rishon). This was the interpretation of the Sadducees.\Whee
Offering would occur on the first Sunday after thgular weekly Sabbath.
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Note: Some have argued that since the Sadducees cedttbé# Second Temple
worship schedule, the Wave Offering would have aexlion the Sunday
following the weekly Sabbath. However, if this were it would not help make
the case that the Resurrection of Yeshua occutriilsatime, since the gospels
state that Yeshua was raide#fore the women discovered Him missing from the
tomb early on Sunday morning (Matt 28:1; Mark 1&@ke 24:1, John 20:1). In
other words, the time of the resurrection of Yesana the time of the Wave
Offering were not coincidental.

The day following the “High Sabbath” of the fiday of Unleavened Bread (a
“High” Sabbath is a day ahabbaton (rest) that may occur on any day of the
week besides the weekly Sabbath day of Saturd#wg.i3 the position of the
Pharisees and Orthodox Judaism. The wave offerogdvoccur on Nisan 16, the
day following the High Sabbath of the first daylérileavened Bread (Josh. 5:11).

Chronology of the Death, Burial and Resurrection ofYeshua

Here is a tentative chronology of the events sumding Yeshua’'s death, burial and
resurrection. Yeshua was crucified on Nisan 14Har3day), exactly when the Passover
Lambs were being offered at the Temple, and He frose the dead three days and
nights later, on the night of Nisan 17 (i.e., befsunrise on Sunday):

Nisan 14 evening - Yeshua's early Seder

Nisan 14 daytime - Preparation day (Luke 23:54;kM5:42). Pesach (Lev. 23:5).
Yeshua dies in the afternoon at the same timettiedir ban Pesach (Passover
lamb) is sacrificed at the Temple, and is buriefdteeevening (before Passover).

Nisan 15 evening - High Sabbath begins (the a&adkr night)
Nisan 15 daytime - High Sabbath

Nisan 16 evening - Weekly Sabbath begins

Nisan 16 daytime - Weekly Sabbath, waving of theom

Nisan 17 evening - Yeshua raised from the deaftetidavdalah (at least before
sunrise). Women purchase spices.

Nisan 17 daytime - Women bring spices to the toarbyen the morning.
Disciples encounter risen Messiah.

To understand this reckoning, you must remember that a Jewish day starts at sundown!

See chart on the following page.
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If Yeshua was on the cross on Nisan 14 (duringithe of sacrifice of korban Pesach)
and was raised after three days and nights, wewerd have the following:

Day of  Dayof Gregorian Part of

weelk Misan Marme the day ENEDLs:
Gth Wed night i 3 der:
=5 : 1
Thurs day |
day '
ath Thurs night day of Chag haMatzot; ;
. I - 1 day |
Fri day High Sabbath {continues); -
Stone of tomb sealed,
7h 1 1g i night ey Shabbat;
] {weaekly sabbath)
: 1 day
Sat day Weekly Sabbath (continues);
Waving of the Ormer (firstfruits)

ks 17 Sat night Hawvdalah Ceremony;

Yeshua's resurrection.
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Sun day “Women come to tomb;
Disciples see Yeshua.

Total = Three days and nights (Matt 12:40);
Yeshua raised on the third day (Luke 24:45-6).

Yeshua rose from the dead on the 1st day of th& vedter being in the tomb three days
and three nights. The disciples then encounterediskn Lord on Nisan 17, a Sunday
morning (Matt 28:1-10). In short, He was crucifiga Nisan 14 and resurrected on Nisan
17 (the corresponding Gregorian dates for thesesdadry from year to year).

Yeshua the Messiah our First Fruits

Although not happening coincidentally, the Wavedtifig and the Resurrection of
Yeshua are linked together prophetically by the gtlgoPaul:

D30 MUUNT NI YT

But in fact Christ has been raised from the ddaeffitstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by ehasmnome also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all ddeglso in Christ shall all be made
alive. But each in his own ordeZhrist the firstfruits, then at his coming those
who belong to Christ. (1 Cor. 15:20-23)
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Here the emissary clearly links the firstfruit offeg with the resurrection of Yeshua our
Mashiach. Yeshua’s resurrection was like a “waffermg” presented before the Father
as the "firstfruits" of the harvest to come! MoreovYeshua presented His firstfruits
offering to the Father on this day:

The tombs also were opened. And many bodies adahmts who had fallen
asleep were raised, and coming out of the tomles hif$ resurrection they went
into the holy city and appeared to many. (Matt52753)

Our Lord offered to the Father the “early cropsigfat will be an overwhelming harvest
at the end of the adacharit hayamim).

Yeshua is the first-begotten of the Father (He6);the Firstborn of Creation (Col. 1:15-
6); the first-begotten of the dead (Rev. 1:5) anthe Firstfruits of those who are to be
resurrected (1 Cor. 15:20-28aruch HaShem.

General Themes of the Season

- Pesach represents our salvation and deliverance by tbefisa of the Lamb of God,
Yeshua the Mashiach. We gustified by trusting in the blood of the Lamb of God.

- Chag HaMatzot represents owanctification as we rid ourselves of the old leaven
of “Egypt” and die to the carnal nature. In fabistis represented by the burial of
the Mashiach and our identification with His macgtion.

« Reishit Katzir represents the resurrection of Yeshua our Mastaadtour future
glorious state as part of the coming harvest of @&adtie end of the age.
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A Note about Chag Ha-Bikkurim

The Hebrew ternbikkurim derives from the same root laskhor — “firstborn.” In the
Torah, the general principle that the firstoorman (and beast) belonged to the LORD
is also applied to the first fruits to ripen eaghnieultural season, beginning with a sheaf
of the new barley harvest (omer) Bashit Katzir, and culminating in the celebration of
Shavuot, also calle@hag haBikkurim - “the first fruits festival.” In other words, Yom
HaBikkurim is a picture of the resurrection of tdessiah whereas Chag HaBikkurim
(Shavuot) represents the the giving of the TordBirdi and the advent of the Ruach
HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) at Zion (Acts 2:1-4).
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