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Special Sabbaths -

Four Shabbatot and Other Special Sabbaths

On a regular Shabbat, the Parshah of the Week (Torah Portion) is
publicly recited during the synagogue service. If the Sabbath occurs
during a Jewish festival, an additional section (aliyah) is read from a
different Torah scroll during the service. This additional reading
requires some extra ceremony at the synagogue.

The Four Shabbatot

There are four special Sabbaths during the year that do not coincide with a Jewish
holiday, but require readings from two Torah scrolls (along with an extra ceremony
attending to these readings). All four of these Sabbaths occur just before the 1st of
Nissan, the start of the Biblical Year and just before the occurence of Passover.
Collectively, these four Sabbaths are called “The Four Shabbatot.”

Special Sabbaths before Passover

1. Shabbat Shekalim

"The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less..." (Exod. 30:15)

0op nav

(shab-baht she-ka-LEEM) n. “Sabbath of the Shekels.” Read on Sabbath before
the 1st of Adar. The Maftir (additional reading) from Exodus (30:11-16) describes
the census of every Jew and the obligation to give a half-shekel terumah
(contribution) during the month of Adar to pay for the public korbanot (sacrifices)
offered in the Bet Hamikdash (Temple) in Jerusalem. For us, it might be a time to
remember those who offer personal sacrifices so that we also might draw closer to
God.

2. Shabbat Zakhor
"Remember what Amalek did to you..." (Deut. 25:17-19)
7101 nav
(shab-baht zah-KHOR) “Sabbath of Remembrance.” The additional (musaf)

portion recalls the enmity of the Amalkites (Deut. 25:17-19). Read on the sabbath
before Purim.

by John J. Parsons 1 Hebrew4christians.com



‘N Hebrew for Christians
¥ www.hebrew4christians.com Special Sabbaths of the Jewish Year

3. Shabbat Parah
"This is the ordinance of the Torah which the Lord has commanded." (Num. 19:2)

T8 nav

(shab-baht pah-RAH) n. “Sabbath of the Red Cow.” The additional (musaf)
portion recalls the Red Heifer sacrifice (Num. 19) and the making of the ashes for
ritual purification. Read on the sabbath after Purim.

4. Shabbat HaChodesh

"This month is for you the first of months..." (Exod. 12:2)

'?J"_Eh nonay
(shab-baht ha-KHOH-desh) “Sabbath of the Month.” The sabbath before the 1st
of Nissan (Rosh Chodashim), the start of the biblical year (Ex. 12:1-20).

Immediately Preceding Passover:
5. Shabbat HaGadol

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord." (Mal. 3:23)

5137 naw
(shab-baht hag-gah-DOHL) “The Great Sabbath”; the Sabbath immediately before

the festival of Pesach (Passover), in commemoration of the time when the first
generation set aside the Pascal lamb. The additional (musaf) is from Malachi 3.

Summer Special Sabbaths

In synagogue services the order of the Haftarot (readings from the Nevi’im, or prophetic
writings) usually follow the Torah reading for the week. However, beginning with the
Three Weeks of Sorrow until after the High Holidays, these readings change. First are
three haftarot of punishment (leading up to Tishah B’Av), then seven of consolation (for
the seven weeks until Rosh Hashanah), and finally one of repentance (on Shabbat
Shuvah, the Sabbath before Yom Kippur).

1. Shabbat Chazon

“And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when
ve make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.” (Isa. 1:15)
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(shab-baht kha-ZOHN) “The Sabbath of Vision.” The Sabbath preceding the Fast
of Av (Tishah B’Av) during the Three Weeks of Sorrow is called Chazon
(“vision”). The Haftarah reading is from the first chapter of Isaiah (1:1-27) that
reveals the coming destruction of the Temple. It is common during this time to
confess the sins in our lives that likewise contribute to the lack of God’s Presence
in our midst.

2. Shabbat Nachamu

"Nachamu, Nachamu ami - be comforted, be comforted, my people...” (Isa. 40)

mm nad

(shab-baht na-cha-MOOQO) “The Sabbath of Comfort.” The Sabbath immediately
following Tishah B’Av (the Ninth of Av) is called Shabbat Nachamu - the
“Sabbath of Comfort”, based on the Haftarah reading (Isaiah 40:1-27) that begins:
Nachamu, Nachamu ami - "be comforted, be comforted, my people..." The sages
state that the word Nachamu is repeated to offer consolation for each of the
Temples that we destroyed.

Fall Special Sabbaths

1. Shabbat Shuvah
"Take with you words, and turn to the Lord." (Hosea 14:3)

M nay

(shab-baht shoo-VAH) “The Sabbath of Repentance.” The Sabbath between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The Haftarah begins with Hosea 14:2, “Shuvah!”

2. Shabbat Bereshit
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1)

n'ExT3 Nag

(shab-baht be-ray-SHEET) “The Sabbath of Beginning.” This Sabbath follows
the feast of Sukkot (Simchat Torah) and the begins first portion of the annual
Torah reading cycle.
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Winter Special Sabbaths

1. Shabbat Shirah

"The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation.” (Exod. 15:2)

7Y N3y
(shab-baht shee-RAH) “The Sabbath of the Song.” When the Torah reading for
the week is parashat Beshalach (usually in Shevat/late winter), the famous
Shirat Hayam, the "Song the Sea," is chanted at services. This is a song of

praise the Israelites sang after they crossed the Red Sea, and the Shabbat has
therefore come to be called Shabbat Shirah ("Sabbath of the Song").

Rosh Chodesh and the Sabbath

In Jewish tradition, the last Sabbath of the month before the appearance of the new moon
(i.e., Rosh Chodesh) is called Shabbat Mevarkhim (272 nau, “Sabbath of Blessing”),
and an additional prayer is recited asking God to bless the coming month.

Z

If the Sabbath occurs precisely one day before the new moon, however, it is called
Shabbat Machar Chodesh (¢7h =mr n2v, "Shabbat of tomorrow's moon") and a different
Haftarah (1 Sam. 20:18-42) is read (this is the case for this Shabbat's Torah reading).
Note that if a Sabbath actually falls on the new moon, it is called Shabbat Rosh Chodesh
(v1n wx1 nav) and an additional Torah portion (Num. 28:9-15) and haftarah (Isa. 66:1-24)
are recited during services. If in doubt, always check a kosher Jewish calendar!

by John J. Parsons 4 Hebrew4christians.com




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Bwheba
    /Bwhebb
    /Bwhebl
    /Garamond
    /Garamond-Bold
    /Garamond-Italic
    /HHebrew
    /Verdana
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


