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Significance of the Shofar
The Shout of God’s Victory

Beginning on the second day of Rosh Chodesh Hidl ¢antinuing until Erev Rosh Hashanah)
the custom is to blow the shofar every day (exap@habbat). Hearing the shofar is meant to
encourage you to “return to the LORD and listerHis Voice” (Deut. 30:2).

Theshofar(i.e., “ram’s horn”) is often used as an instruin@frspiritual warfare... For
example, the Torah states, “When you go to waour yand against an adversary who is
oppressing you, you are to sound an alarm with peits) then you will beemembered
before the LORD your God and you will bavedfrom your enemies” (Num. 10:9).

The Ram’s Horn and the Akedah

The shofar first brings to mind the ram caughtia thicket by its horns which Abraham
sacrificed in place of his son Isaac at Mount MoK&en. 22:13). By extension, this
“Ram of God” — prepared from the “foundation of therld” — is a picture of
substitutionary sacrifice of the God’s Son for $ives of the world. Indeed, the very first
occurrence of the word “love” in the Torah (i;xa;x, ahavah,in Gen. 22:2) refers to a
father’s love for his “only” son who was offeredasacrifice, a clear foreshadowing of
the greater “Akedah message” of the Gospel (Job®)3Note in this connection that the
sacrificial redemption involved violent spirituabware between God and the Satan
(Gen. 3:15). For the believer in Yeshua, the d&she shofar represents the shout of
God'svictory (jimz1) over the power of sin and death.

The Shofar in Scripture

In the Scriptures, the wohofar(-aiw) first occurs in Exodus 19:16 when the Torah was
first given to Israel during Shavu’ot (i.e., “Petst”): “On the morning of the third day
there were thunders and lightnings and a thickcclmuthe mountain and a very loud
shofar blastxn P =2 52), so that all the people in the camp tremblednd as the
sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Megpeke, and God answered him in
thunder.” This shofar blast is sometimes called‘tinst trump” of God.
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The shofar is also mentioned in connection Wibth Rosh Hashanah (Lev. 23:24, Num.
29:1) and therom Kippur Jubilee“Then, on the tenth day of the seventh monthyom
Kippur, you are to sound a blast on the shofar; a@uto sound the shofar all through
your land” (Lev. 25:9). In later Jewish historynee the shofar was sounded throughout
the preceding month of Elul, the blowing of thefsin@n the first of Tishri (i.e., Rosh
Hashanah) was sometimes called “the last trumpilevthe shofar blast on Yom Kippur
was called the “great trump,” since at that timggjment was sealed.

Apart from these purposes, the shofar was also tessound alarms for the camp of
Israel (Num. 10:5-6, Ezek. 33:3), to convene as$iesilio announce the new moon and
the Jubilee Year, to herald messages, and to der&irays. The shofar was also used
when Joshua waged war against Jericho (Josh. §:dr20during other military
campaigns (Judges 7:22). Indeed, when Israel edghgesnemy in battle, the priests
and Levites would first prepare the way by soundimgshofar (2 Chron. 3:12, Neh.
4:14, Jer. 4:19, Amos 2:2, Zeph. 1.6, etc.).

The shofar was also used during worship aMishkan(Tabernacle) and later at the
Temple. It was sounded when the Ark of the Covemnast returned to the camp (1 Sam.
4:5, 2 Sam. 6:15) and was regularly used as arumsnt ofpraisein the Temple (2 Chron.
15:14, Psalm 47:6, 89:16, 150:5). Blowing the shd&xlares that the LORD God is the
King of the universe, as it says in Psalm 98:6,thWiumpets and the sound of tleofar,
shout for joy before the King Adonai.” The sho#dso signals Israel’s glorious redemption
during the Day of the LORDn( o) at the end of the age (Isa. 27:13, Joel 2:1).

Yeshua spoke of the shofar blast from the angetswduld “gather together his elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven todtieer” (Matt. 24:31). Indeed, Yeshua
Himself will blow a shofar on the day of raptur&gdr the Lord himself will come down
from heaven with a rousing cry, with a call fromeasf the ruling angels, and with God’s
shofar; those who died united with the Messiah lglithe first to rise” (1 Thess. 4:16).
Moreover, at the sound of the “great shofatidfar ha’gadd), the dead will be raised
and death itself will be “swallowed up” in victo(¥ Cor. 15:51-57).

“When | am afraid, | put my trust in you” (Psalm:8§% This world -olam ha-zeh is

soon coming to an end, friends... Although we anepted to fear the days of testing and
tribulation to come, we must find a deeper reasajoice. We can anticipate the sound
of theheavenly shofasignaling the victory of the LORD over the prinaédghis age:

“The seventh angel sounded his shofar; and there lwad voices in heaven, saying,
“The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdonowf Lord and his Messiah, and
he will rule forever and ever!” (Rev. 11:15).
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The Shofar and Teshuvah

During the Season of Teshuvah it's important t@liebat the shofar is also a means of
awakening the slumbering soul... Maimonides writ€here is a hidden message we are
supposed to infer by listening to the shofar. ggrsts to say: ‘Sleeping ones! Awaken
from your sleep! Slumbering ones! Awaken from yslumber! Examine your deeds.
Remember your Creator and @shuvali This idea was earlier stated in the New
Testament writings: “Awake, O sleeper, and arisenfthe dead, and Messiah will shine
on you” (Eph. 5:13-14). This theme of “awakeningnfrsleep” is used elsewhere in the
Scriptures (e.g., John 11:11, Rom. 13:11, 1 THe8sDan. 12:1-2, Psalm 78:65, etc.).
The sound of the shofar calls us to return to t&&D and seek His face. And since
finding God is our greatest joy, King David rightiyrote: “Happy is the people who
know the teruah [i.e. the shofar blast]” (Psalmil89:

Indeed, the wordhofar(a2i2) comes from a rootfu) that means to “beautify,” alluding
to thebeautificationof our ways as we turn to God in teshuvah. “Iis thionth (i.e., the
seventh month of Tishrei) you shall amesbgpper)i your deeds. The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to Israel: ‘If you will ameshifparten your deeds | shall become
unto you like a hornshofap. As the horn takes in the breath at one end andssout at
the other, so will | rise from the Throne of Judgrnand sit upon the Throne of Mercy
and will impart for you the Attribute of JusticElohim: o 758) into the Attribute of
Mercy (YHVH:mm).” (Vayikra Rabbah: 29:6)

May the LORD God of Israel bless you and keep ymdighine His glory upon you for
this coming new year! And may you be ready to llearsound of the heavenly shofar
that will call you into His glorious presence soon!

Types of Shofar Blasts
For more information abot

o the shofar, including audio
‘,f.lf i..‘\ f clips, please visit us at:
. = www.hebrew4christians.com

There are four primary types of shofar blasts:

- Tekiah(nypm) — A long single blast (the sound of the King’samation)

- Shevarimzz2v) — Three short wail-like blasts (signifying repamte)

- Teruah(nymn) — Nine staccato blasts of alarm (to awaken thg)s

- Tekiah ha-Gado(>im3m ny'pn) — A great long blast (for as long as you can)

The general custom is to first blow tekiah, follangy shevarim, followed by teruah, and
to close with tekiah hagadol.



