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Berachot Chanukah - 
Blessings said during Chanukah 
 

 
And it was at Jerusalem the feast of Chanukah, and it was winter. 
- John 10:22 

 

The Hebrew word chanukah means "dedication" and marks an eight-day winter 
celebration (from Kislev 25 - Tevet 2) that commemorates the victory of faith over the 
ways of speculative reason, and demonstrates the power of the miracle in the face of 
mere humanism. 

Chanukiah Lighting Procedures 

The procedures for lighting the chanukiah (Chanukah menorah) are as follows. On the 
first night, set the first candle in the rightmost holder (as you face the chanukiah). Next, 
light the shamash (servant candle), recite the Hebrew blessings, and then light the first 
candle using the shamash. After kindling the first candle, set the shamash in its holder. 
Recite the Haneirot Hallalu (see below) and begin to celebrate! 
 
On the second night, set the candles from right to left in the chanukiah. That is, beginning 
at the rightmost holder, put one candle, then put another candle in the holder to its left. 
Next, light the shamash, recite the Hebrew blessings, and then light the candles from left 
to right in the chanukiah (in other words, you begin lighting the newest candle first). 
Recite the Haneirot Hallalu and then celebrate! This sequence continues night after 
night, until the eighth night, when the entire chanukiah is lit up: 
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The Hebrew Blessings (Hadlakat Neirot Chanukah) 

When lighting the candles for Chanukah, the following blessings are recited: 

 

Blessed art thou, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who sanctifies us 
with Thy commandments and commanded us to kindle the light of Chanukah. 

Barukh attah Adonai Eloheinu Melekh ha-olam, asher kideshanu  
be-mitzvotav, vetzivanu lehadlik ner shel chanukah. 

 

Next, the remembrance of the miracle of the season: 

 

 

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, Master of the universe,  
who performed miracles for our fathers in those days at this time. 

Barukh attah Adonai Eloheinu Melekh ha-olam, she’asah nissim 
la’avoteinu ba-yamim hahem, ba-zeman hazzeh. 
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The Shehecheyanu Blessing 

On the first night of Chanukah (only), add the following blessing: 

 

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, Master of the universe, who has kept us alive 
and sustained us and has brought us to this special time. 

 

Barukh attah Adonai eloheinu melekh ha-olam, 
she-hecheyanu ve’ki-yemanu ve’higianu laz’man hazeh. 

Haneirot Hallalu - the closing paragraph 

After one candle has been kindled, the Haneirot Hallalu may be recited while lighting the 
other candles: 
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Translation - Transliteration: 

We kindle these lights (to commemorate) the miracles and wonders and the saving acts 
that You have performed for our forefathers, in those days at this time, by Your holy 

priests. And all throughout the eight days of Chanukah, these lights are holy, and we are 
not permitted to make use of them, but only to behold them, in order to offer thanks and 
praise to Your great Name for Your miracles, for Your wonders and for Your salvation. 

Haneirot hallalu anachnu madlikin al hanissim ve'al hanifla'ot, 
ve'al hateshu’ot, ve’al hamilchamot, she'asita la'avoteinu 

 bayamim hahem, bazeman hazeh al yedei kohanekha hakedoshim. 
Vekhol sh'monat yemei Chanukah Haneirot hallalu kodesh hem. 

Ve'ein lanu reshut lihishtamesh bahem ela lir'otam bilvad  
kedei lehodot ulhallel lishimkha hagadol al nisekha ve'al  

nifle'otecha ve'al yeshuatekha. 

Note: On Friday night the Chanukah lights are lit before the Shabbat candles (and on 
Saturday night they are light during Havdalah). No practical use may be made of the 
Chanukah lights, such as the illumination of a room: they are sacred for the occasion. 
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Displaying the Chanukiah 

It is an old custom to display the chanukiah where its lights will be visible from the 
outside. Note that if you place the chanukiah near a window, the candles should appear lit 
right to left from the point of view of the one seeing them from outside. Many families 
have multiple chanukiahs, one for each child of the household, and perhaps a larger one 
for the entire family.  

 

 

A Messianic Blessing 

During Chanukah candle lighting, you may wish to recite the statement of the LORD 
Yeshua that He is indeed the Light of the world: 

 
I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness,  

but shall have the light of life. (John 8:12) 

Anokhi ‘or ha-olam, ha-holeikh acharai, lo yeileikh  
ba-choshekh, ki-lo ‘or ha-chayim. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


