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@Dor>Ti qd<c,ñ qd<c,ñ 
#r<añ'h'-ta, T'v.r:ñy"w> hy<x.Ti ![;m;ñl. 
%l' !tenO ^yhñ,l{a/ hw"hy>-rv,a] 

 

The Duty to Pursue Justice 

tze’·dek  tze’·dek  teer·dof 

le·ma’·an  tee·che·yeh  ve·ya·rash’·ta  et-ha·a’·retz 

a·sher  Adonai  E·lo·hey’·kha  no·ten  lakh 

 

“Justice, justice, you shall pursue, that you may live and inherit the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you.” (Deut. 16:20) 
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The Duty to Pursue Justice 
The Hebrew word tzedek (qd<c,) means “righteousness” or “justice”  

and is one of the attributes of the LORD God of Israel. 

dikai,wj to. di,kaion diw,xh| i[na zh/te kai. eivselqo,ntej 
klhronomh,shte th.n gh/n h]n ku,rioj o` qeo,j sou di,dwsi,n soi (LXX)  
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Hebrew English Analysis: 

Justice, justice you shall pursue... 

#r<a'h'-ta, T'v.r:y"w> hy<x.Ti ![;mñ;l. @Doñ+r>Ti qd<c,ñ qd<c,ñ 
et–ha-a'-retz ve-ya-rash'-tah tee-ch;e-yeh' le-ma'-an teer-dof'  tze'-dek tze'-dek 

tae - d/o marker 
accusative case 
h; - pfx "the" 

#r,a, - n fs 
"earth, land, 

ground" 

w>- vav consec 

vr;y"- v "to 
take hold, seize, 
inherit, possess, 

be an heir" 
qal perf 2ms 

T'¤.¤;ñ¤'' 

hy:x' - v 
"live, revive, 

be alive,  
be sustained" 
qal impf 2ms 

¤¤¤.Ti 
 III-h 

![;m;l. - 
conj 

"so that, 
for the  
sake of, 
in order 

that" 

@d;r"- v 
"pursue, 
follow, 

ascertain" 
qal impf 2ms 

¤¤O¤.Tii 

ibid. 
emphatic 
repetition 
(desire for 

justice 
must be 
gained 
justly) 

qd,c, - n 
righteous- 

ness, 
justice 

fr> qd;c'-v 
"justify, 

make right" 

the  
land 

and  
inherit 

you will  
live 

so  
that 

you shall 
pursue 

rightness/ 
justice 

rightness/ 
justice 

“Justice, justice you shall pursue, 

that you may live and inherit the land...” (Deut. 16:20a) 
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dikai,wj to. di,kaion diw,xh| i[na zh/te  
kai. eivselqo,ntej klhronomh,shte th.n gh/n (LXX) 
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