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Birthpangs of Messiah

and the end of Olam Hazeh...

What is the sign of your coming and the end of olam ha-zeh? (Matt. 24:3)
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OUR WORLD APPEARS TO BE CAREENING toward a crash... Most of us are
troubled, if not frightened. Corruption and deeag all around us and nothing makes
much sense any longer.... We cannot trust outigpahs. Bankers and big business are
anathema. The world is now facing a global ecoeameltdown - but no one seems to
be able to account for the “transfer” (i.e., theft)iterally trillions of dollars. We woke

up one day to discover that we were dreaming ali@lour “money,” based as it was on
the absurd “fiat system,” suddenly was decreecettwmrth-less.” And the mainstream
“news” offers up nothing but bland government-smoad propaganda and ideology.
There seem to be no genuine leaders whom we csintinere is no way to obtain good
information to make sound decisions; everyone semmmef control.

The “Church” has been asleep for years now, eitbbuding with the world or else self-
destructing through postmodern despair. Thinkingsians find themselves alienated
from other Christian communities.... The voicelad prophet has been squelched and
ghettoized. Tragically, moral truth now comes frarfew courageous souls in the
alternative media who have chosen to resist tHedtieal “force-feeding,” yet they are
routinely disregarded by most people as agitatofsrackpots.” In short, it seems as if
our entire culture and way of life is tottering aieddy to collapse. We are confused,
perplexed and feel threatened.

SEVERE

Yet this is exactly what the “world system” wantsuyto
feel: “confused, perplexed, and threatened,” bexéyshis
means they can further their plans for social exgjiimg
and control without risk of serious dissent...
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Of course “there is no fear in loveijxz T2 1), especially since we know theih od
milvado — there is no real power apart from HaShem (He.is the only true Power in the
universe, despite the menace and threats that néhndutinely practice upon one
another).... The LORD God of Israel is in completeatrol of all things. Indeed, Yeshua is
calledelyon lemalkhei-aretz (yax—25125 19°5p) - the “Ruler of the princes of the earth” (Rev.
1:5) - and that means they ultimately will answeeHim. Despite the pre-planned
“deconstruction” of the United States and otherld/economies, we know that the LORD
God Almighty reigns, and we need not be subjethédfear of man or his devices. Act
counter culturally — call upon the Name of the LOBM®I walk in faith, chaverim!

St

R Gua GG

Eim Od Milivada!

The period of time immediately before the Messiatrtéval is sometimes calla@vot
meshicha (mun niapy), the time when the “footsteps of the Messiah” barheard. This
is the time appointed by God for the final Messtaieidemption and the close of the
present ageo{am ha-zeh). For Christians, this refers to the time justdvefthe Second
Coming of Jesus to judge the nations and estaHislkingdom in Jerusalem. Here is
how the Mishnah describes it:

With thefootsteps of the Messiah presumption shall increase and dearth reach its
height... The wisdom of the Scribes shall becomeidsand they that shun sin
shall be deemed contemptible, and truth shall noavhe found. Children shall
shame the elders, and the elders shall rise upebtife children, for “the son
dishonors the father, the daughter rises up aghersinother, the daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law: a man’s enemies arende of his own house.” The
face of this generation is as the face of a do¢g{58:15b).

According to traditional Jewish sources (Pesachiin Blidrash Tehilim 9:2), no one
knows the time when the Messiah will appear — tihaiigre are some hints. God created
the world in six days, each of which representsoaitsand years. The seventh day is the
start of the great Messianic Sabbath Rest, andftirerthis age cannot last beyond 6,000
years. According to the traditional Jewish calendl@rare living in the year 5769 which
means it is “Erev Shabbat” of the world. We arendng close, in other words, to the
prophesied End of Days and the appearance of Yesnudessiah!
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According to the sages, then, by the year 6,000/tbssiah has to
arrive, though he could come earlier. This acceoritls the teachings
of Jesus and His apostolic witnesses (Matt. 2486t4Thess 5:1-3; 2
Pet. 3:10; Rev. 3:3). The condition of the worldidg acharit
hayamim (the end of days) will be grossly evil &.F:3; 2 Thess.
2:3-4, 2 Tim. 3:1-5). The world will undergo varetorms of
tribulation, called chevlei Mashiach - the “birtarms of the Messiah’
(Sanhedrin 98a; Ketubot, Bereshit Rabbah 42:4,.\24tB).

Sometimes the birth pangs are said to last foreédsy with the last 7 years as the most
intense period of tribulation — the “Time of Jac®Brouble” /2py"5 w1 s ny (Jer.

30:7). The first wave of trouble came from Edore.(i*Rome/Europe”) in the form of

the Holocaust; the second is coming from Ishame], (ihe Arab states) in the form of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. This accords with the teawys of Jesus in the Olivet Discourse
(Matt. 24-25).

Some of the “signs” of this period include the rigevarious false prophets, numerous
wars and “rumors of wars” (including the rise of gg), famines, earthquakes,
worldwide apostasy from the faith, persecution, amlobalized sort of godlessness that
is revealed in unbridled selfishness, gresdizpah (audacity), shamelessness, and a
general lack ohakarat ha-tov (gratitude). The greatest sign, however, wilthwe Israel
will exist once again as a sovereign nation, degpié prophesied exile among the
nations (Deut. 4:27-31; Jer. 30:1-3). Accordingame of the sages, the 9th century
work Pirkei d’'Rabbi Eliezer foretells that just be¢ the coming of Messiah, “Ishmael”
will rise in power to terrorize the world. Accordjto Yalkut Shimoni, the king of Persia
(Iran) is going to “have a weapon that is goingetworize the world.” A coming
“Messiah of evil” (code namarmilus) will soon appear on the world stage to offer a
peace treaty for Israel and the Middle East, “baémwthey shall say, “peace and safety”
(confirmed covenant) then sudden destruction withe upon them, as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman (time of Jacob’s Trouble],thry will not escape (1 Thess.
5:3). This is the significance of the extraordineagaclysmic world events which we are
witnessing this very day....

Ultimately the Great Tribulation period is redemptand healing (callegssurei

ahavah, “the troubles of love”). The prophets wrote tAain will go through labor and
then give birth to children (Isa. 66:8). Thus thin® Gaon wrote that the geulah
(national redemption) is something like rebirthittod nation of Israel. This accords with
the prophetic fulfillment of Yom Kippur as the DajJudgment and time of Israel's
national conversion. In the verse from prophetrd@hk regarding the “Time of Jacob’s
Trouble,” it's vital to see the goal in mind - “yetit of it he is saved” (Jer. 30:7).
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The sages note that childbirth is a time of radiisition and struggle for the baby —
from the time of relatively peaceful existence witthe womb into the harsh light of day
— and therefore a similar transition between theslavand the Messianic world to come
is about to take place.

Surely we can look to HaShem, may His Name be étegs reveal the fulfillment of the
redemption soonMaran ata Yeshua!
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“For while the vision awaits its appointed time,
it hastens to the end — it will not lie.
If it seems slow, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.”

(Habakkuk 2:3)



