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Torah Reading Blessings -

Making Aliyah to the Torah
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Great peace have those who love your law;
nothing can make them stumble.
- Psalm 119:165

Each Shabbat a weekly portion from the Torah (dadlparashah)s chanted during
morning services. This Torah portion itself is hat divided into smaller sections called
aliyot (literally, “ascents”), and it is customary tolagh people from the congregation
(calledolim) to recite a blessing before and after each sedicgrited by the cantor or
Torah reader.

For Shabbat services each parashah is dividedrensdiyot with a concluding portion
(called the Maftir) recited by the person who wiko recite the Haftarah blessings. This
means that during a given Shabbat Torah Readingceeeight people will be called to
recite blessings over the Torah (on weekday morsargices (Monday and Thursday),
the first threaaliyot of the forthcoming Sabbath portion are read).

In order to recall the roles of service in the antiJewish Temple, it is customary to
offer the first aliyah to &ohen(i.e., a priestly descendant of Aaron, the brotfer
Moses), the second taLavi(i.e., a descendant of the tribe of Levi), andrdraaining
aliyot (fromshlishito shevi’i) to Yisraelim(i.e., Jews who are neither Kohen nor Levi).
You will be told in advance what your aliyah numizeby thegabbai(synagogue
official).

If you have been given the honor of being calledar@n aliyah, you will chant the
blessings before and after the reading of the T{glthe cantor). Here is a brief guide
to performing this honor:

1. When your name is announced by ¢fadbaj walk up to the n‘]
bimah. Take the shortest route possible. ; f\ﬁ > 7&

2. If you are wearing a prayer shawl (tallit gaddte Cantor
or ba'al keri'ahwill point to the word on the scroll where
he or she will begin reading. Take tizézit (fringes) from
a corner of your prayer shawl and touch them tontbed;
you may bring thézitzitto your lips as an expression of
your love for the Torah.
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3. Stand directly in front of the scroll with bdtlands on the handléstz chayim)
and recite the following:

The Barekhu Before Torah Recitation:
71k TAR 1973
ha-the wo-rakh et-A dotial batekhu

Bless the LORD, who is to be blessed.

Congregation responds:
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waed le-o-lam hamevorakh  Adonai hatikh

Blessed is Adonai, who is to blessed forever aerd ev

4. Now recite the following blessing:
The Blessing Before the Torah Reading:
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a-sher haolam me-lekh eloheynu & dora at-tah batukh
who the universe ng (of) our Fod Lord are you EBlassed
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torato et latm venatan  haam-mim mik'kol hanu  hachar

his Torah i)} fo us and gave the peoples from all us chose
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hatto-rah no-tein Adotal at-tah batukh
{of) the Torah Fiver Lord are pou Elozzed

Blessed are You, LORD our God, king of the univeveé® chose us from all the
peoples and gave to us His Torah. Blessed are MORD, giver of the Torah.
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Move to the right to allow the cantor to chant gogtion from the Sefer Torah
(torah scroll).

5. Atits conclusion, the cantor will point to the dinvord that was read. Again,
touch it with thetzitzit as noted above.

6. Recite the following blessing:

The Blessing After the Torah Reading:
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ashet ha-o-lam me-lekh elohey-nu Adona at-tah ba-tukh
whe the universe king o) cur Fod Lord @re pou Elossed
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betokheinn hata’ o-latm we-chaiyel e thet torat latma  hatan

in our midst sef everlasiing and life of frufh the Torah fous Fave
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hat-totah no-teit & donal at-tah batukh
fofd the Torah ey Lord are you Elessed

Blessed are You, LORD our God, king of the univerbe
gave us the Torah of truth and set everlastingitifeur midst.
Blessed are You, LORD, giver of the Torah.

7. After reciting this blessing, depending on thi@hag ha-makor{the custom of
the place), you may either return to your seatorain standing at the bimah
while the next persons comes up to make their faliya

Mazal Tov!- You've just completed making “the Aliyah.”
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