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Haftarah Blessings -

Maftir Blessings for reading the Prophets
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But my words and my statutes, which | commandesenwants the prophets,
did they not overtake your fathers? - Zech 1:6a

Haftarahis the custom of reading from tiNevi'im
(prophets) immediately following the Torah service
performed on Shabbat or festivals. The person who
receives the honor of reading the Haftarah is reteto
either as th&a’'al Haftarahor theMatftir, the “one who
concludes” the reading of the Torah.

Haftarah comes from the rofattar, meaning to dismiss or T
conclude. Haftarah is likened to the dessert okalsince Being called up for the
h di fth h | h adi f haftarah blessing is
the reading of the Prophets completes the Toralinga considered a great honor in

the service. most synagogues

Generally the Haftarah is on a subject relatethéoltorah portion (except on Holidays,
when the reading usually relates to the festivalsome synagogues, the Matftir will
first read the last (of the seven) aliyot of thedloand then recite the blessing before
the Haftarah.

Note: The person who reads the Haftarah also ribedslaftiraliyah. The reason that

the Ba'al Haftarah receives the additional mafiyaf rather than one of the seven
mandated aliyot is to avoid giving the impressioat the Haftarah (which comes from
the prophetic section of the Hebrew Bible) is oi@gsanctity as the Torah portion. By
reading both a short repeat of the Torah readinigaasection of Prophets (thus equating
the Haftarah with a less important Torah portidh¢, Haftarah demonstrates that the
Haftarah is less sacred than the main Torah rea@indestivals and certain special
Shabbatot, the maftir is a different reading framother part of the Torah

by John J. Parsons 1 hebrew4christians.com



& Hebrew for Christians

N www.hebrew4christians.com Birkat Haftarah

Blessing Before the Haftarah

The following is recited (chanteteforereading the Haftarah portion:

MI WY DLW TR WO N N M3

T
hachar asher ha“olam me lekh eloheitn  Adonal attah harukh

Has chosen who King of the universe our God LORD ol Bles sed
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be'e-met ha-ne’e-matim v idivrerhem wetatsah to-rim hitwiim
i fruth tat were uttered uth their words and was jood prophets
pleaszed

Jmap muhar mima onian » aaR g
“av-do uv o she bat-torah habbo-cher  Adonal at-tah harukh

His servant and Moses the Torah o chooses LORD oLl Blessed
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and rightecusness  of the truth and the prophets  His people and lsrael

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Us&sevho has chosen good prophets
and was pleased with their words that were uttevét truth. Blessed are You, Adonai,
who chooses the Torah and Moses, God's servantsaael, God's people, and the

prophets of truth and righteousness.

Barukh attah Adonai eloheinu melekh ha’olam astaahiar
binvi'im tovim ve-ratzah ve-divreihem hane’emariaidmet.
Barukh attah Adonai ha-bocher ba-torah uv’Mosheavd
uv-Yisra’el amo, uvinvi'ey ha-emet va-tzedek.
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Blessing After the Haftarah
The following is recited (chantedjter reading the Haftarah portion:
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kol tzar ha“olam me-lekh eloheine Adona at-tah barukh
of all Fock King of the universe our God LORD *fou Bles sed

iR qeRIn SR nmtIn 503 prm owbivn
ha’omeir hatineemat ha-el ha-doh-rot, bkhnol taad-dik ha-"ola mit,
who says te faithiul God generations i all Righteous the world s
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vise dek "e-rmet de-ratav shekol  wme kaiyem, hatm-dather we-‘ohsel,
are frue and of his words — who all and ulfills who speak s and does
tighteaus
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d'va-rey-kha, ve-ne-e ma-nim e-lo-heinm Adonal  attah ne’e man

are your words  and frustworty our Go LORD  areyou  frustworty
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reykam,  yashow lo "achor  midewvareykha  echad wedawar

L ffilled urns not back and one word of yours
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areou  and compassionate  trustworty Kirg aGod  for
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d'va rav bkhol hane’eman ha-el Adonal at-tah barukh

i all His words who is rustworty  te God  LORD *fou Bles sed
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Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Usajerock of all eternities, righteous
in all generations, the faithful God, who says aloés, who speaks and fulfills, all of
whose words are true. Faithful are you, LORD oud@Gand faithful are your words. Not
one of your words turns back unfulfilled, for YQu{od, are a faithful and
compassionate King. Blessed are You, LORD, thev@wmdis faithful in all His words.

Barukh attah Adonai eloheinu melekh ha’olam, talr k
ha-olamim, tzaddik be-khol ha-dorot, ha-El hane'arha’omeir
v'oseh, hamdabeir u'makiyem, shekol devarav erizedek.
Ne'eman attah Adonai eloheinu, ve-ne'emanim dekarek
ve-davar echad midevareykha achor lo yashuv reikam,
ki EI melekh ne'eman ve-rachaman attah.
Barukh attah Adonai, ha-El hane'eman be-khol devara
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